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In a world increasingly characterized by relativity and subjectivity, 
the quest for truth stands as a beacon of clarity and purpose. This 
exploration delves into the dual realms of theological narratives 
and formal logic, dissecting their respective approaches to truth, 
half-truths, and the challenges posed by modern interpretations. 
By juxtaposing biblical accounts with logical structures, we aim to 
unravel the complexities of truth, seeking a holistic understanding 
that bridges faith and reason, heart and mind. 
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Introduction 

a. Overview of the intersection between biblical narratives 
and formal logic 

The search for truth has been a foundational endeavor in both 
religious and academic circles. Biblical narratives, often steeped 
in moral lessons, allegorical teachings, and direct 
commandments, provide a framework for understanding life, 
purpose, and the divine. They serve as a compass for moral and 
ethical decisions for countless individuals. 

On the other hand, formal logic, a cornerstone of mathematics 
and philosophy, offers a structured approach to discerning truth. 
Rooted in axioms and rigorous proofs, logic provides a systematic 
methodology for evaluating propositions, arguments, and 
conclusions. It's driven by the quest to eliminate ambiguity and to 
reach irrefutable conclusions based on reason. 

While these two domains might seem disparate at first glance, 
they intersect in profound ways. Both aim to discern truth, albeit 
through different lenses—biblical narratives through divine 
revelation and human experience, and formal logic through 
reason and structured argumentation. 

b. The importance of examining half-truths from both 
perspectives 

In both religious and logical discussions, the idea of "half-truths" 
or partial truths presents challenges. A half-truth, by its very 
nature, contains elements of truth but is not wholly true. This 
partial correctness can lead to misconceptions, misinterpretations, 
and, at times, deliberate deception. 

From a theological perspective, half-truths can distort the 
intended message of scriptures, leading to doctrinal errors or 
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misrepresentations of God's character and purposes. The Bible 
itself warns against distorting its teachings, emphasizing the need 
for accurate handling of the word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15). 

In the realm of formal logic, a half-truth can jeopardize the 
integrity of an entire argument. Logic relies on the consistent 
application of established principles to reach valid conclusions. 
Introducing a half-truth, even unintentionally, can lead to 
erroneous results, undermining the reliability of the logical system. 

Given these implications, it's of paramount importance to examine 
half-truths rigorously. Recognizing and addressing these partial 
truths ensures the integrity of both religious teachings and logical 
arguments, allowing for a more authentic understanding and 
application of truth in all its fullness. 
 

The Biblical Imperative for Truth 

a. Scriptural mandates for truthfulness 

The Bible, spanning both Old and New Testaments, underscores 
the significance of truth and its central role in guiding righteous 
living. These mandates are not merely suggestions but are 
presented as divine expectations for humanity. 

• Ten Commandments: One of the foundational moral codes 
in the Judeo-Christian tradition is the Decalogue, or Ten 
Commandments. Specifically, the commandment, "You shall 
not bear false witness against your neighbor" (Exodus 
20:16), emphasizes the importance of honesty, particularly in 
the context of societal interactions. 

• Wisdom Literature: Proverbs, a book rich with practical 
guidance, contains numerous verses extolling truth and 
warning against deceit. A notable verse, "Truthful lips endure 
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forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment" (Proverbs 
12:19), encapsulates the eternal nature of truth versus the 
fleeting existence of lies. 

• New Testament Admonitions: The New Testament 
continues this emphasis on truth. In Ephesians, Paul urges 
believers to "speak the truth with his neighbor" (Ephesians 
4:25), emphasizing truth as a fundamental aspect of 
Christian living. Similarly, Jesus declares Himself as "the 
way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6), aligning truth with 
the very nature of God. 

b. Biblical instances where truth was stretched or concealed 

While the Bible mandates truthfulness, it also candidly presents 
instances where individuals, including prominent figures, faltered 
in this regard. These narratives serve both as cautionary tales 
and as illustrations of God's grace and redemption. 

• Abraham and Sarah: On two occasions, fearing for his 
safety due to Sarah's beauty, Abraham represented her as 
his sister rather than his wife. This partial truth, while having 
a basis in reality (since Sarah was his half-sister), was a 
deceit intended to protect himself from perceived harm 
(Genesis 12:10-20; Genesis 20). 

• Jacob's Deception: Jacob, with the encouragement of his 
mother Rebekah, deceives his father Isaac to secure the 
blessing meant for Esau, his elder brother. This act involved 
outright lies and subterfuge, leading to family discord and 
Jacob's subsequent flight from home (Genesis 27). 

• Ananias and Sapphira: In the New Testament, this couple 
sold a piece of property and presented a portion of the sale 
to the apostles, falsely claiming it was the entire amount. 
Their lie was exposed by Peter, and they faced immediate 
divine judgment (Acts 5:1-11). 
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• Peter's Denial: Peter, one of Jesus' closest disciples, 
denied knowing Him three times out of fear, even after boldly 
proclaiming he would never forsake Jesus. This poignant 
episode underscores the frailty of human resolve (Matthew 
26:69-75). 

These biblical narratives, while illustrating human fallibility, also 
serve to emphasize God's grace and the transformative power of 
repentance and redemption. They offer hope and a reminder that, 
while truth is the divine ideal, God's mercy is available even in our 
moments of weakness. 
 

The Logic of Truth Values 

a. Introduction to propositional logic 

Propositional logic, also known as sentential logic or statement 
logic, is one of the fundamental branches of logic. At its core, 
propositional logic deals with propositions — statements that can 
either be true or false but not both. These statements are 
expressed using propositional variables and can be combined 
using logical connectives to form more complex statements. 

• Propositional Variables: These are typically symbolized 
using letters (often P, Q, R, etc.) and stand in for specific 
propositions. For example, P might represent the statement 
"It is raining." 

• Logical Connectives: Propositional logic employs various 
connectives to combine or modify propositions. Common 
connectives include: 

• Conjunction (AND): Represented as ∧. If P is "It is 
raining" and Q is "It is cold," then P ∧ Q translates to "It 
is raining AND it is cold." 
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• Disjunction (OR): Represented as ∨. P ∨ Q means "It 
is raining OR it is cold." 

• Negation (NOT): Represented by ¬. ¬P would mean "It 
is NOT raining." 

• Implication (IMPLIES): Represented as →. P → Q 
would translate as "If it is raining, then it is cold." 

b. The binary nature of truth in formal logic systems 

Central to formal logic is the concept that every proposition has a 
definitive truth value: it can be true (T) or it can be false (F). This 
binary framework ensures clarity and precision in logical 
reasoning. 

• Truth Tables: The binary nature of propositions allows for 
the creation of truth tables. These tables enumerate all 
possible truth values of propositions and their combinations. 
For instance, a truth table for the AND connective would 
show that P ∧ Q is true only when both P and Q are true. 

• Validity and Soundness: The binary system of truth values 
facilitates the evaluation of logical arguments for their validity 
(whether an argument's structure ensures its conclusion is 
true if its premises are) and soundness (whether an 
argument is valid and its premises are true). 

• Absence of Middle Ground: This binary approach leaves 
no room for half-truths or ambiguous states in formal logic. A 
proposition is either true or it's false, with no in-between. 
This clear distinction allows for rigorous and unambiguous 
reasoning within the system. 

In essence, the binary nature of truth in formal logic provides a 
solid foundation for clear, consistent, and reliable reasoning. By 
ensuring that every statement is definitively true or false, logic 
offers a framework that, while abstract, seeks to mirror the 
objective clarity of mathematical truths. 
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The Nature of Half-Truths 

a. Definition and implications in everyday life 

A half-truth, as its name suggests, is a statement that contains 
elements of truth but fails to represent the whole truth, either by 
omission or distortion. It's more insidious than an outright lie 
because its partial accuracy can give it a veneer of credibility. 

• Origins of Half-Truths: Half-truths often arise from selective 
omissions, where certain facts are deliberately left out to 
give a misleading impression. They can also stem from 
distortions, where facts are twisted or exaggerated to serve 
a particular narrative. 

• Implications in Communication: In everyday interactions, 
half-truths can erode trust. Whether in personal 
relationships, where they might be used to avoid conflict or 
conceal mistakes, or in the media, where they might be 
employed to promote a certain agenda, half-truths can lead 
to misunderstandings and misconceptions. 

• Decision-making: Decisions based on half-truths can be 
flawed because they're not grounded in a complete 
understanding of the situation. In areas like healthcare, 
finance, or politics, acting on half-truths can have significant 
consequences. 

b. How half-truths challenge both religious and logical 
integrity 

Both theology and formal logic place a premium on truth and 
integrity. Half-truths pose challenges in these domains by 
clouding understanding and potentially leading adherents astray. 
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• Theological Challenges: 
• Misrepresentation of Doctrine: Half-truths can distort 

theological teachings. For instance, focusing only on 
God's love while neglecting His justice can give an 
imbalanced view of His nature. 

• Misleading Narratives: Biblical accounts, when 
presented as half-truths, can lead to skewed moral 
lessons. An example might be highlighting David's 
victory over Goliath but omitting his moral failings, thus 
presenting an incomplete picture of his character. 

• Ethical Dilemmas: Half-truths in religious contexts can 
lead to ethical challenges. If believers are taught a half-
truth about moral behavior, they might act in ways that 
don't align with the faith's holistic teachings. 

• Logical Challenges: 
• Flawed Arguments: In logic, a half-truth can 

compromise the validity of an entire argument. If 
premises are based on half-truths, even a logically 
sound argument can lead to false conclusions. 

• Imprecision: Logic thrives on precision. Half-truths 
introduce ambiguity, which can cloud reasoning 
processes and lead to inconsistencies. 

• Erosion of Trust: Just as in theology, trust in logical 
systems and arguments can be eroded by half-truths. If 
people come to believe that logical arguments often 
contain half-truths, they might become skeptical of logic 
as a whole. 

In sum, the nature of half-truths, with their blend of truth and 
deception, poses significant challenges in both religious and 
logical realms. Addressing these challenges requires vigilance, 
discernment, and a steadfast commitment to upholding and 
promoting the full truth. 
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Biblical Narratives and Truth Complexities 

a. Examination of Abraham’s narrative with Sarah 

The narrative involving Abraham and Sarah, found in the Book of 
Genesis, provides a nuanced examination of truth complexities. 
On two distinct occasions, Abraham encounters rulers of foreign 
lands and, fearing for his life due to Sarah's beauty, presents her 
as his sister rather than his wife. 

• Genesis 12:10-20: In Egypt, Abraham tells Pharaoh that 
Sarah is his sister. Consequently, Sarah is taken into 
Pharaoh's house. However, God intervenes by afflicting 
Pharaoh's household with severe plagues. Upon discovering 
the truth, Pharaoh reprimands Abraham and expels him from 
Egypt. 

• Genesis 20: A similar scenario unfolds in Gerar with King 
Abimelech. Abraham again introduces Sarah as his sister, 
leading Abimelech to take Sarah. However, God intervenes 
in a dream, revealing Sarah's true status as Abraham's wife 
and preventing any wrongdoing. When confronted, Abraham 
justifies his half-truth by noting that Sarah is indeed his half-
sister (they share the same father). This fact doesn't negate 
the primary relationship as husband and wife. 

This narrative raises intriguing considerations: 

• Protection over Truth: Abraham's fear for his life leads him 
to prioritize self-preservation over complete truthfulness. 

• Divine Intervention: Despite Abraham's deception, God 
intervenes to protect Sarah's honor and Abraham's lineage. 

• Consequences of Half-Truths: Abraham's omission leads 
to unintended complications, emphasizing that even a partial 
distortion of the truth can have significant ramifications. 
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b. The pragmatic versus ethical considerations of biblical 
figures 

Throughout biblical narratives, figures often grapple with 
decisions that pit pragmatic needs against ethical imperatives. 

• Abraham and Sarah: As discussed, Abraham's deception 
was driven by pragmatism. He believed that presenting 
Sarah as his sister was necessary for his survival. However, 
this action conflicted with ethical principles, particularly the 
sanctity of marriage. 

• Jacob and Esau: Jacob's decision to deceive his father, 
Isaac, and steal Esau's blessing is a pragmatic move to 
secure future prosperity and leadership. However, it's 
ethically fraught, leading to family strife and Jacob's exile. 

• Judah and Tamar (Genesis 38): Judah makes a series of 
pragmatic choices concerning his daughter-in-law Tamar, 
but each is ethically questionable. It's only when Tamar 
forces him to confront his actions that he acknowledges her 
righteousness. 

• King David: David's affair with Bathsheba and his 
subsequent plot to have her husband, Uriah, killed in battle 
is a stark display of pragmatism overshadowing ethics. 
Though David was a man after God's own heart, this 
narrative underscores the tension between his immediate 
desires and ethical righteousness. 

These narratives highlight the human tendency to prioritize 
immediate or pragmatic needs over ethical imperatives. They 
serve as cautionary tales, illustrating the often profound 
consequences of choosing pragmatism at the expense of 
righteousness. They also underscore the Bible's realistic portrayal 
of human nature, revealing flaws, failings, and the grace that can 
lead to redemption. 
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Logical Structures and Truth 

a. The principle of bivalence and its challenges 

The principle of bivalence is a foundational tenet in classical logic. 
It asserts that any given proposition or statement has one of two 
truth values: it is either true (T) or false (F). There's no middle 
ground, no gray area, and no provision for ambiguity. 

• Origins and Role: Rooted in Aristotelian logic, bivalence 
provides a clear and consistent framework for evaluating 
logical arguments. By ensuring that each statement's truth 
value can be definitively categorized, it allows for structured 
reasoning and facilitates the drawing of consistent 
conclusions. 

• Challenges: 
• Vagueness: Some statements are inherently vague, 

making it difficult to classify them strictly as true or 
false. For instance, "This man is tall" might be true for 
some observers and false for others, based on their 
subjective standards of tallness. 

• Future Contingents: Propositions about future events 
can challenge the principle of bivalence. For example, 
"There will be a sea battle tomorrow" is neither 
verifiably true nor false today. 

• Paradoxes: Certain logical constructs, such as the Liar 
Paradox ("This statement is false"), pose challenges to 
the principle of bivalence, as they don't neatly fit into 
the binary classification. 

b. Implications and counterexamples in logical calculus 

Logical calculus, or the structured system of deriving logical 
conclusions, relies heavily on established principles like 
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bivalence. However, real-world complexities and certain 
philosophical constructs can pose challenges. 

• Implications: 
• Determinism: If every statement has a fixed truth 

value, it implies a deterministic worldview, where facts 
and events are preordained. This has profound 
philosophical implications, especially concerning free 
will and fate. 

• Limitation of Expressiveness: Relying strictly on 
bivalence might limit the expressiveness of logic, 
preventing it from capturing the nuances of certain 
truths or philosophical constructs. 

• Counterexamples: 
• Three-valued Logic: As a response to the challenges 

posed by bivalence, some logicians have proposed 
systems of three-valued logic, where propositions can 
be true, false, or indeterminate. 

• Quantum Logic: In the realm of quantum mechanics, 
traditional logical constructs sometimes falter. Quantum 
logic emerges as an alternative framework, deviating 
from classical bivalence, especially when dealing with 
concepts like superposition. 

In summary, while the principle of bivalence provides a robust 
foundation for classical logic, the complexities of language, reality, 
and advanced scientific concepts necessitate the exploration of 
alternative logical structures. Balancing the clarity of bivalence 
with the nuances of real-world truths remains an ongoing 
endeavor in the field of logic and philosophy. 
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Truth Intentionality in the New Testament 

a. Emphasis on the truth in love as seen in the teachings of 
Jesus and Paul 

The New Testament places significant emphasis on conveying 
truth with love and compassion, a theme prominently featured in 
the teachings of both Jesus and the Apostle Paul. 

• Jesus' Teachings: 
• Truth as Liberation: One of Jesus' most iconic 

teachings on truth is: "Then you will know the truth, and 
the truth will set you free" (John 8:32). Here, truth is not 
just about factual correctness, but a deeper, spiritual 
realization that liberates the soul. 

• Confrontation with Grace: Even when confronting 
individuals on matters of sin or falsehood, Jesus often 
does so with compassion. The encounter with the 
woman caught in adultery (John 8:1-11) is a prime 
example. While acknowledging the truth of her actions, 
Jesus responds with grace, urging her to "go and sin no 
more." 

• Paul's Teachings: 
• Truth in Love: In his letter to the Ephesians, Paul 

advises believers to "speak the truth in love" 
(Ephesians 4:15). The intention is clear: truth should 
not be wielded as a weapon but conveyed with genuine 
concern and love for the recipient. 

• Truth as a Component of Love: In the famous love 
chapter, 1 Corinthians 13, Paul lists truth as an integral 
aspect of love, saying "love rejoices with the truth" (1 
Corinthians 13:6). This highlights the inseparability of 
genuine love and truth. 
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b. The role of intention in assessing the morality of a 
statement 

The New Testament suggests that the morality of a statement is 
not solely based on its factual correctness but also on the 
intention behind it. 

• Heart Matters: Jesus often emphasized the importance of 
the heart's condition over mere external actions. In Matthew 
5:21-22, He equates harboring anger with the act of murder, 
suggesting that internal intentions can carry the same moral 
weight as external actions. 

• Motivation and Truth: Paul, in various letters, underscores 
the significance of motive. For instance, in Philippians 1:15-
18, he acknowledges that some preach Christ out of envy 
and rivalry, while others do so out of goodwill. While the 
factual content of their message might be the same, the 
motivation behind it significantly impacts its moral quality. 

• Misuse of Truth: The New Testament warns against using 
truth as a tool for harm, manipulation, or self-promotion. 
Even if a statement is factually correct, using it to harm 
others or further personal agendas deviates from the biblical 
mandate to convey truth with love. 

In essence, the New Testament introduces a nuanced 
understanding of truth, emphasizing not only its factual aspect but 
also the intentionality behind its presentation. This integrated 
approach underscores the importance of both content and 
character in the pursuit and proclamation of truth. 
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Logical Fallacies and Half-Truths 

a. Introduction to common fallacies in logic 

Logical fallacies are erroneous reasoning patterns that undermine 
the validity of an argument. While they might seem convincing at 
first glance, they fail under rigorous scrutiny. Here are some 
common fallacies: 

• Ad Hominem: Attacking the character or personal traits of 
an opponent rather than their argument. For instance, "You 
can't trust John's opinion on health; he's a smoker." 

• Appeal to Authority: Asserting that a claim is true simply 
because an expert or authority believes it, without further 
evidence. "Dr. Smith says it's true, so it must be." 

• Slippery Slope: Arguing that a specific event must follow 
from another without any actual evidence or causal 
connection. "If we allow students to bring snacks, soon 
they'll be having full meals in class." 

• Straw Man: Misrepresenting an opponent's argument to 
make it easier to attack. "My opponent believes in climate 
change, so he obviously hates industrial progress." 

• False Dichotomy: Presenting only two options when there 
might be more available. "Either you're with us, or you're 
against us." 

b. How logical fallacies can mirror biblical 
misrepresentations 

In the realm of theology, especially in interpretations and 
teachings based on biblical texts, certain misrepresentations can 
resemble logical fallacies. These misrepresentations, whether 
intentional or not, can distort the intended message. 
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• Cherry Picking/Selective Reading: Similar to the 
Confirmation Bias fallacy, where one only acknowledges 
evidence supporting their preconceived views. A biblical 
example might be focusing only on scriptures that seem to 
support a particular stance while ignoring others that provide 
a more balanced view. 

• False Cause: Assuming that because one biblical event 
followed another, it necessarily caused it. For instance, 
thinking a person's suffering is always a direct result of their 
sin mirrors the Post Hoc Ergo Propter Hoc fallacy. 

• Oversimplification: Offering simplistic solutions or 
interpretations for complex theological questions, akin to the 
Oversimplification fallacy. For example, stating that faith 
alone, without deeds, will always lead to salvation, without 
addressing the nuanced relationship between faith and 
works as presented in the Epistle of James. 

• Misrepresentation of God's Nature: Drawing conclusions 
about God's character based on isolated events or verses, 
without considering the broader biblical narrative, mirrors the 
Straw Man fallacy. 

In conclusion, just as logical fallacies can distort reasoning, 
biblical misrepresentations can distort theological understanding. 
Recognizing these parallels is crucial for ensuring accurate and 
holistic interpretations of scripture, fostering a faith that is both 
intellectually and spiritually robust. 
 

Integrity: The Shared Bedrock 

a. The role of integrity in Christian apologetics 

Christian apologetics revolves around the reasoned defense and 
articulation of the Christian faith. In this endeavor, integrity plays a 
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paramount role, serving both as a foundation and a guiding 
principle. 

• Credibility of the Messenger: Apologists, in defending or 
explaining the Christian worldview, must exude credibility. If 
personal integrity is compromised, the message, regardless 
of its accuracy, risks being dismissed. As Paul notes, one 
should aim to be "above reproach" (1 Timothy 3:2), ensuring 
that the message isn't undermined by the messenger's 
character. 

• Truthfulness in Representation: Apologists are tasked with 
representing not only Christian beliefs but also 
understanding and accurately presenting opposing 
viewpoints. Misrepresenting or straw-manning opposing 
views lacks integrity and detracts from genuine discourse. 

• Acknowledging Limitations: A true mark of integrity in 
apologetics is the willingness to acknowledge areas of 
uncertainty or limitations in understanding. This humility 
lends credibility and fosters genuine dialogue. 

• Consistency in Argumentation: An apologist should be 
consistent in reasoning, avoiding double standards or 
shifting criteria based on convenience. 

b. The unwavering standards of mathematical and logical 
truth 

Mathematics and logic are disciplines defined by strict standards, 
clear axioms, and rigorous proofs. This unwavering commitment 
to truth and precision is foundational to their integrity. 

• Axiomatic Foundations: Both mathematical and logical 
systems are built upon a set of axioms or foundational truths. 
These are not arbitrary but chosen for their clarity and logical 
soundness. 
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• Rigorous Proofs: In mathematics, any new theorem or 
result must undergo a rigorous process of proof. This isn't a 
mere formality but ensures that the result is a consistent and 
valid extension of existing knowledge. 

• Avoidance of Contradictions: Both logic and mathematics 
view internal contradictions as anathema. The presence of a 
contradiction often indicates a foundational error or 
oversight. The pursuit of consistency is relentless, 
exemplified by efforts like Russell and Whitehead's Principia 
Mathematica to ground mathematics in solid logical 
foundations. 

• Universality: Mathematical truths are universal. The 
Pythagorean theorem holds true irrespective of culture, 
geography, or time. This universality underscores the 
unwavering nature of mathematical truth. 

In both Christian apologetics and the realms of mathematics and 
logic, integrity stands as the bedrock. While the fields differ in 
scope and application, their shared commitment to truth, 
consistency, and authenticity underscores the profound 
importance of integrity in intellectual and spiritual pursuits. 
 

Challenges in Modern Interpretations 

a. How contemporary society grapples with the nuances of 
truth 

Modern society, with its rapid technological advancements and 
the proliferation of information, faces unique challenges in 
discerning and upholding truth. Several factors contribute to this 
struggle: 

• Information Overload: The digital age has ushered in an 
era where information is abundant and easily accessible. 
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While this democratizes knowledge, it also poses the 
challenge of sifting through vast amounts of data to discern 
fact from fiction. 

• Echo Chambers: Social media platforms and personalized 
algorithms can create echo chambers, where individuals are 
exposed predominantly to viewpoints aligning with their pre-
existing beliefs. This can hinder objective evaluation and 
reinforce biases. 

• Relativism: There's a growing sentiment in parts of society 
that truth is relative, subjective, and context-dependent. 
Such views challenge objective or absolute standards of 
truth. 

• Distrust in Institutions: Contemporary society witnesses a 
noticeable decline in trust towards traditional institutions, be 
they media, religious entities, or academic establishments. 
This skepticism further complicates the task of establishing 
commonly accepted truths. 

b. The rise of "post-truth" and its implications for both 
theologians and logicians 

"Post-truth," named the Oxford Dictionaries Word of the Year in 
2016, refers to situations where emotional or personal beliefs 
influence public opinion more than objective facts. This 
phenomenon has significant implications for theologians and 
logicians alike. 

• Theological Implications: 
• Challenge to Absolute Truth: Central to many 

religious beliefs is the concept of absolute truths—
unchanging tenets grounded in divine revelation. A 
post-truth society might challenge these absolutes, 
placing personal experiences or societal consensus 
above religious doctrines. 
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• Evangelism and Discourse: In a post-truth landscape, 
religious evangelism and discourse face challenges. 
Convincing someone of a theological truth becomes 
intricate when objective facts are deemed less 
influential than personal beliefs. 

• Logical Implications: 
• Validity of Arguments: Logicians, operating on reason 

and structured argumentation, might find their 
conclusions dismissed if they contradict popular or 
emotionally charged beliefs. This could undermine the 
very essence of logical discourse. 

• Philosophical Challenges: The rise of post-truth 
presents philosophical quandaries. If objective facts are 
secondary to societal perceptions, classical logical 
structures, based on objective truth values, may need 
reevaluation or defense. 

In summary, as contemporary society navigates the waters of 
post-truth, both theologians and logicians face the task of 
reaffirming the significance and value of objective truth. This 
challenge underscores the importance of critical thinking, open 
discourse, and a commitment to truth in all its complexity and 
nuance. 
 

Reconciliation of Half-Truths in Both Domains 

a. Strategies to identify and address half-truths 

Identifying and addressing half-truths is critical in maintaining the 
integrity of any logical or theological discourse. Here are some 
strategies to aid in this endeavor: 

• Critical Analysis: Scrutinize statements, narratives, or 
arguments for completeness. Are there aspects that have 
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been omitted, simplified, or exaggerated? A comprehensive 
assessment can highlight areas where half-truths might lurk. 

• Historical and Contextual Evaluation: In theology, 
especially, understanding the historical and cultural context 
of scriptural texts can help in discerning the intended 
meaning and prevent taking verses out of context, which can 
lead to half-truths. 

• Logical Consistency Check: In logic, ensure that 
statements and conclusions are consistent with established 
axioms and premises. Contradictions or anomalies can 
indicate the presence of half-truths. 

• Peer Review and Open Discourse: Engage in dialogue 
with peers or experts in the field. An external perspective 
can often identify half-truths that might be overlooked by 
someone deeply embedded in a particular line of thought. 

• Educate and Inform: Once identified, address half-truths by 
educating and informing others. Clarify misinterpretations, 
provide missing context, and aim for a comprehensive 
understanding. 

b. The pursuit of holistic truth in an era of relativism 

As society leans more towards relativistic interpretations of truth, 
pursuing a holistic understanding becomes both a challenge and 
a necessity. 

• Reaffirm Objective Standards: While acknowledging 
subjective experiences and cultural nuances, it's crucial to 
maintain objective standards of truth, especially in domains 
like logic or theology that rely on absolute truths or axioms. 

• Engage with Relativism Thoughtfully: Instead of 
dismissing relativistic viewpoints, engage with them 
thoughtfully. Understand the reasons behind such beliefs 
and address them with reasoned arguments and evidence. 
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• Interdisciplinary Approach: Bridging the gap between 
different domains of knowledge can help in providing a more 
rounded perspective. For instance, understanding the 
philosophical underpinnings of relativism can aid theologians 
in addressing contemporary challenges to scriptural truths. 

• Promote Critical Thinking: Encourage a culture of critical 
thinking and open inquiry. Equip individuals with the tools to 
discern, evaluate, and pursue truth amidst a myriad of 
competing narratives. 

In the face of half-truths and an increasing tilt towards relativism, 
the pursuit of holistic truth requires a judicious blend of 
steadfastness to core principles and a willingness to engage with 
contemporary challenges in a thoughtful and informed manner. 
 

Conclusion 

a. Reflection on the journey of exploring truth from two 
distinct lenses 

Exploring the concept of truth through the dual lenses of 
theological narratives and formal logic has been an enlightening 
journey. Both domains, while distinct in their methodologies and 
objectives, converge on the paramount importance of truth. 
Theology provides narratives rich with human experiences, moral 
dilemmas, and divine revelations, painting a picture of truth as 
both a spiritual anchor and a moral compass. Logic, on the other 
hand, offers structured frameworks, clear axioms, and rigorous 
reasoning, showcasing truth as an unyielding standard and the 
cornerstone of rational discourse. 

The examination of half-truths and their implications in both 
domains underscores the complex, multifaceted nature of truth. 
Whether it's the nuanced interpretations of biblical accounts or the 
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precision demanded by logical systems, the challenge remains: to 
discern, uphold, and champion the fullness of truth in the face of 
partialities, distortions, or oversimplifications. 

b. The continual relevance and pursuit of uncompromised 
truth in faith and reason. 

In an evolving world, where the boundaries of knowledge expand 
and societal perspectives shift, the pursuit of uncompromised 
truth remains ever relevant. For believers, truth is not just an 
abstract concept; it's interwoven with the nature of God Himself, 
described as "the way, the truth, and the life" (John 14:6). In logic, 
truth stands as the definitive judge of validity, ensuring the 
coherence and consistency of reasoning. 

The challenges posed by modern interpretations, relativism, and 
the proliferation of half-truths make the quest for genuine truth 
both more challenging and more crucial. As guardians of faith and 
reason, the responsibility is twofold: to be vigilant against 
compromises and to engage with contemporary challenges with 
integrity, wisdom, and an unwavering commitment to truth. 

In closing, the pursuit of truth—whether through the introspective 
lens of faith or the analytical lens of reason—remains a noble 
endeavor, beckoning individuals to seek, understand, and 
embody it in all facets of life. It's a journey not just of the mind, but 
of the heart and soul, echoing the timeless aspiration: "Lead me 
in your truth and teach me" (Psalm 25:5). 
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