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For decades, Western analysts have approached Iran as a rational geopolitical 
actor, susceptible to pressure, deterrence, and negotiation. Yet again and again, 
Iran’s behavior appears confounding—defiant in the face of sanctions, unyielding 
to military threats, and deeply symbolic in its response to crisis. This 
misunderstanding stems not from intelligence failure, but from a deeper 
epistemological gap. The Islamic Republic of Iran does not separate politics from 
religion, nor material from metaphysical. In Iran’s worldview, spiritual warfare is 
not metaphor—it is real. Concepts such as jinn, black magic, martyrdom, and 
divine justice are not fringe beliefs; they are integrated into both state rhetoric 
and strategic calculus. When Iranian officials accuse Israel of using jinn or occult 
talismans during conflict, the West laughs—missing that such claims serve dual 
roles: psychological warfare and theological signaling. This article explores the 
religious and esoteric frameworks that guide Iran’s perception of conflict and 
power, and argues that unless the West learns to translate these metaphysical 
codes, it will remain strategically blind in a terrain where symbols carry more 
weight than bullets. 
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1. Introduction: A Clash of Worldviews 

Modern warfare is not waged solely with missiles, sanctions, and surveillance—it 
is also fought in the realm of meaning, symbolism, and belief. Nowhere is this 
more evident than in the ongoing conflict between Iran and its Western 
adversaries, particularly the United States and Israel. At first glance, the 
confrontations appear to follow familiar patterns of geopolitical rivalry: military 
buildups, proxy engagements, and diplomatic posturing. Yet beneath the surface 
lies a profound mismatch in worldview—one that repeatedly leads to 
misinterpretation and strategic miscalculation. 

The core of the problem is this: the United States and Israel view Iran primarily 
through a secular, technocratic lens, grounded in Enlightenment values of 
rationalism, materialism, and linear causality. In contrast, Iran’s ruling class—and 
much of its society—operates within a sacred cosmology in which political events 
are inseparable from religious destiny, spiritual warfare, and esoteric symbolism. 
The Iranian regime’s references to jinn, occult warfare, martyrdom, and divine 
justice are not outliers or propaganda—they reflect a coherent metaphysical 
worldview. 

The thesis of this paper is that strategic blindness to this worldview is not just a 
cultural oversight but a critical flaw in Western policy. It results in failures to 
predict Iran’s actions, misreads symbolic gestures as irrational outbursts, and 
underestimates the psychological and spiritual dimensions of Iran’s strategy—
especially in asymmetric warfare, where belief can be weaponized and martyrdom 
embraced. To engage effectively, the West must learn to understand not just Iran’s 
capabilities, but its cosmology. 

 

2. The Iranian Worldview: A Synthesis of Politics, Religion, and the Occult 

The worldview that shapes Iran’s leadership is not merely Islamic, nor purely 
political. It is a deeply integrated cosmology in which statecraft, theology, and 
metaphysics operate within a single, coherent framework. While Western states 
typically distinguish between religion and governance, or between the physical 
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and the symbolic, Iran’s governing elite—particularly its clerical class—views 
reality through a unified lens. Political legitimacy is derived from divine authority. 
Strategic actions are framed within religious narratives. Occult phenomena, 
esoteric knowledge, and spiritual forces are not superstition—they are part of the 
operating logic of power. 

2.1 Twelver Shi’a Theology as Strategic Doctrine 

Iran is a Twelver Shi’a theocracy, and its ideology is grounded in a distinct religious 
narrative that diverges significantly from both Sunni Islam and secular Western 
thought. 

Imamate and the authority of clerics 
Central to Shi’a belief is the concept of the Imamate: a divinely guided succession 
of leaders from the lineage of Ali, the Prophet Muhammad’s cousin and son-in-
law. In the absence of the 12th Imam—who is believed to have gone into 
occultation (hiddenness) in the 9th century—Shi’a clerics claim wilayat al-faqih 
(Guardianship of the Jurist), giving them spiritual and political authority until the 
Imam’s return. The Iranian Supreme Leader, currently Ayatollah Khamenei, stands 
as this earthly custodian of divine order. 

The Awaited Mahdi and the theology of occultation (ghayba) 
The 12th Imam, also known as the Mahdi, is a messianic figure whose return will 
inaugurate justice and destroy oppression. His prolonged ghayba (occultation) 
creates a theological structure of anticipation and hidden war, wherein temporal 
events are interpreted as signs of the Mahdi’s approach. This apocalyptic 
sensibility imbues Iranian strategic culture with patience, endurance, and a cosmic 
horizon. Sacrifice today may bear fruit only in an eschatological future. 

Suffering, martyrdom, and redemptive justice: Karbala as a living model 
The martyrdom of Imam Hussein at Karbala is the emotional and spiritual core of 
Shi’a identity. Hussein’s refusal to submit to tyranny, followed by his death at the 
hands of the Umayyad caliphate, is remembered not just as history but as ongoing 
spiritual reality. Every act of resistance by Iran—against Israel, the U.S., or 
secularism—is framed as a modern echo of Karbala. This model glorifies sacrifice, 
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spiritual steadfastness, and resistance unto death, making martyrdom not only a 
moral act but a strategic posture. 

 

2.2 The Role of Esoteric Knowledge 

Alongside formal theology, Iran’s religious-political system draws from a long 
tradition of esotericism, mysticism, and occult practice. These are not fringe 
beliefs but components of elite religious discourse and statecraft. 

Occult sciences (ʿulūm al-ghayb): numerology, talismans, dreams 
Shi’a history includes a deep tradition of ʿulūm al-ghayb—the “sciences of the 
unseen.” This includes numerology (abjad), astrology, dream interpretation, and 
the use of talismans and invocations. These practices are sometimes regulated, 
sometimes denounced, but never irrelevant. In times of war or national crisis, 
clerics and even IRGC-affiliated institutions may turn to non-material means—
such as prayer campaigns, coded Qur’anic invocations, or the distribution of 
symbolic amulets—to augment morale or spiritual protection. 

Clerical figures as gatekeepers of hidden truths 
Shi’a clerics are not just legal scholars; many are seen as custodians of sacred 
secrets, capable of interpreting cosmic signs and advising on matters unseen. 
Through study, asceticism, or divine favor, some are believed to gain access to 
deeper layers of truth. In this sense, the Supreme Leader functions not merely as 
a political authority but as an oracle-like figure, interpreting divine will in both 
terrestrial and celestial matters. 

The legitimacy of metaphysical warfare in Islamic jurisprudence 
Unlike Western secular militarism, metaphysical warfare—defined as using 
authorized spiritual means (e.g., Qur’anic verses, prayer rituals, symbolic acts)—is 
not outside the law in Shi’a Islam. In some interpretations, even knowledge of jinn 
manipulation or counter-magic is allowed in defense against evil. Iran’s invocation 
of spiritual attacks or supernatural espionage is not merely rhetorical: it’s situated 
within a jurisprudential logic that recognizes the reality of unseen forces and the 
need to defend against them. 
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2.3 Jinn in Iranian Popular and Religious Culture 

One of the most persistent elements of Iran’s spiritual worldview is the belief in 
jinn—beings created from smokeless fire, mentioned in the Qur’an and integrated 
into Iranian folklore, Sufism, and even state paranoia. 

Qur’anic basis for belief in jinn 
The Qur’an affirms the existence of jinn in multiple surahs, including an entire 
chapter named Surat al-Jinn. Jinn are portrayed as beings with free will, capable of 
belief or unbelief, and able to influence human affairs. Their existence is orthodox 
Islamic doctrine, not superstition, and thus not dismissed by religious authorities. 

Jinn as agents of deception, disease, possession, or surveillance 
In Iranian thought, jinn may be blamed for psychological disturbances, sudden 
illnesses, paranoia, seduction, and spiritual weakness. In war, they are seen as 
tools of dark magic or unseen surveillance. It is not uncommon for Iranian clerics 
or officials to accuse adversaries—especially Israel—of employing jinn through 
occult techniques. 

Ritual protection and invocation (surahs, amulets, salt, shrines) 
To defend against jinn, Iranians often turn to Surah al-Falaq and Surah an-Nas, 
talismans (telesm), salt rituals, and veneration at local shrines. These rituals 
coexist with modern life. Even in educated circles, caution around certain places, 
times of day, or behaviors persists, suggesting a widespread cultural acceptance of 
dual-world logic: the material and the spiritual, co-present and interwoven. 

 

Together, these theological and metaphysical elements form the operating 
paradigm of Iran’s leadership. It is not superstition; it is a structured worldview in 
which politics, resistance, and metaphysical vigilance are inseparable. For the 
West to grasp Iranian behavior, it must first understand this spiritual battlefield. 
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3. Case Study: The 12-Day War and Allegations of Black Magic 

In the summer of 2025, during what became known as the 12-Day War between 
Israel and Iranian-backed militias in Syria and Lebanon, a curious and symbolically 
charged event emerged from Tehran: the discovery of sheets containing talismans, 
Hebrew characters, and occult-looking symbols scattered across the streets of the 
Iranian capital. The images quickly spread on Iranian social media, followed by a 
public statement from Abdollah Ganji, a former editor of the IRGC-linked Javan 
newspaper and a prominent hardline commentator. Ganji described the incident 
as evidence of a “strange phenomenon”—a possible instance of supernatural 
warfare waged by Israel using black magic and jinn. 

Overview of the Accusation: Abdollah Ganji and the Talismans in Tehran 

Ganji's accusation was not random, nor was it dismissed by Iranian media. 
According to his statement, the placement of occult objects in urban spaces 
during an active military confrontation suggested the use of esoteric psychological 
warfare. He pointed to the deliberate use of Jewish mystical symbols as proof of a 
covert spiritual assault designed to weaken morale, create fear, or open spiritual 
“gateways” into the Iranian public consciousness. 

In this framing, Israel was not simply targeting Iran with drones or cyber 
operations—it was engaging in “meta-conflict” through ritual acts, attempting to 
disrupt the spiritual order that protects the Islamic Republic. Ganji’s message was 
both a warning and a theological interpretation, aimed more at Iranian believers 
than at foreign analysts. 

Religious Context of the Claim: Spiritual Attack, Not Mere Propaganda 

To Western ears, the idea that a state actor like Israel would use magical talismans 
to summon jinn might sound absurd. But in Iran’s metaphysical framework, such a 
claim is not only plausible—it is strategically coherent. In Shi’a Islam and Persian 
cultural history, the unseen realm (ʿalam al-ghayb) is constantly in interaction with 
the material world. Magic, prayer, talismans, and jinn are not fringe ideas but form 
part of a religious worldview in which spiritual purity equals national strength, and 
spiritual corruption can open the gates to defeat. 
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Ganji’s claim must be read through this lens. His warning was not about literal 
wizardry, but about spiritual infiltration—a perceived attempt by Israel to pollute 
Iran’s metaphysical shield. Within this context, such an act would be akin to 
launching a missile at the heart of the nation’s divine protection. 

This also explains why the accusation was taken seriously. Religious leaders have 
long warned of non-kinetic attacks that target Iran’s moral fabric—through 
cultural corruption, demonic influence, or foreign manipulation of spiritual 
energies. 

Israeli and Mossad Mockery: Cultural Tone-Deafness in Response 

The Israeli response was swift and sarcastic. The Mossad’s Farsi-language social 
media account mocked the accusation, quipping about “talking to jinn” and 
reposting the story with captions like “Jinn, jinn are everywhere.” An Israeli UN 
advisor reposted the story with laughing emojis. From an Israeli or Western point 
of view, the claim was laughable—an archaic superstition with no place in modern 
geopolitics. 

But this mockery revealed more than humor—it highlighted a fundamental 
cultural blind spot. For the Iranian public steeped in Qur’anic tradition, 
esotericism, and resistance theology, the Israeli ridicule was not just tone-deaf but 
insulting. Rather than discrediting the Iranian claim, it reinforced the belief that 
Israel is spiritually corrupted and willing to mock sacred truth. In effect, the 
mockery amplified the moral dimension of the narrative that Iran’s enemies are 
not just aggressors, but agents of darkness. 

Historical Precedent: Ayatollah Khamenei’s Warning about Jinn and Intelligence 
Services 

Ganji’s accusation did not come out of nowhere. It was an echo of earlier 
warnings issued by Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, who on multiple 
occasions has spoken about the West—especially Israel and the United States—
using occult sciences and jinn in their intelligence operations. In one speech, 
Khamenei described Western espionage as not only physical or digital but also 
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metaphysical, warning that foreign powers may invoke spiritual forces to 
undermine Iran’s sovereignty. 

This is not unusual in the Iranian religious-political context. Khamenei’s inner circle 
has frequently emphasized the need to protect not just Iran’s territorial borders, 
but its spiritual integrity. In this view, intelligence warfare, cultural subversion, and 
black magic are all part of the same battlefield. Whether or not one believes in the 
literal use of jinn by Mossad, the point is that Iran’s leadership does—or at least 
uses such language to signal a deeper truth about spiritual vigilance and 
resistance. 

 

This case illustrates how Iranian strategic culture incorporates material and 
metaphysical dimensions, and how Western failure to interpret such claims on 
their own terms leads to ridicule, misunderstanding, and strategic error. When the 
battleground includes symbols, spirits, and sacred history, conventional 
intelligence tools are no longer sufficient. 

 

4. Spiritual Warfare in Iranian Strategy 

Iran’s military strategy is often misunderstood by Western analysts who seek to 
measure its effectiveness solely by technological capacity, troop movements, or 
geopolitical positioning. However, within Iran—especially inside the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC)—strategy is not conceived in strictly material 
terms. It is a fusion of theological vision, esoteric belief, psychological influence, 
and metaphysical alignment. The IRGC functions not only as a military and 
intelligence force but as the custodian of a sacred mission. In this context, war 
itself becomes a form of spiritual enactment: a means of defending and projecting 
divine truth in a world understood to be under satanic siege. 
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4.1 The IRGC’s Belief System 

IRGC ideology as quasi-mystical: nation as vessel of divine struggle 
The IRGC was created not simply to protect Iran’s borders, but to safeguard the 
Islamic Revolution—a cosmic event in Shi’a apocalyptic thought. The revolution is 
understood as part of a larger narrative in which good (Islam, justice, the 
oppressed) is locked in eternal conflict with evil (arrogant powers, Zionism, 
Western secularism). In this framework, Iran is not just a state—it is a sacred 
vessel, a divinely chosen nation charged with preparing the ground for the return 
of the Mahdi. The IRGC, then, is not merely a military force but a theological 
engine of redemption. 

Integration of intelligence, spirituality, and martyrdom 
IRGC operations often blend military tactics with spiritual preparation. 
Commanders have emphasized that their fighters undergo not just physical 
training, but ritual purification, Qur’anic study, and martyrdom indoctrination. 
Intelligence operations are sometimes couched in mystical language, with 
references to dreams, divine insight (basira), and spiritual warfare. Death in battle 
is framed not as defeat, but as elevation—a divine transaction in which the blood 
of the martyr nourishes the soil of the coming Islamic order. 

“Soft war” as not only psychological but metaphysical 
Iranian officials regularly invoke the term jang-e-narm (soft war) to describe the 
cultural, moral, and spiritual assault they believe the West wages against Islam. 
This includes Western media, fashion, entertainment, feminism, atheism, and 
pornography—all seen as vectors of spiritual corruption. For the IRGC, soft war is 
not just psychological manipulation—it is a metaphysical invasion. The defense 
against it involves not only media control and counter-propaganda, but also 
spiritual fortification, invoking Qur’anic verses, sacred rituals, and promoting inner 
jihad (jihad al-nafs). 
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4.2 Symbolism of Resistance 

Hezbollah and the “Axis of Resistance” framed as sacred unity 
The IRGC’s reach extends beyond Iran, particularly through its support of 
Hezbollah in Lebanon, the Houthis in Yemen, and various militias in Iraq and Syria. 
These groups are not merely geopolitical proxies; they are cast as members of a 
transnational sacred alliance, often referred to as the Axis of Resistance. Their 
unity is not just political—it is spiritual, constructed in sermons, posters, and 
martyrdom videos as an echo of early Islamic battles, with Iran as the spiritual 
core. Their leaders are frequently eulogized in religious terms, as warriors of God 
rather than state agents. 

Spiritual purity versus Zionist corruption narrative 
Iran frames its enemies—especially Israel—as not just geopolitical aggressors but 
spiritually degenerate forces. Zionism is depicted as inherently linked to occultism, 
corruption, and global arrogance (istikbar). In contrast, Iran and its allies are 
portrayed as the “party of God” (Hezbollah), whose power flows not from 
material superiority but from purity of faith and resistance to evil. This binary is 
not merely propaganda; it is a moral metaphysics that underpins Iranian foreign 
policy. 

Even battlefield losses reframed as divine victories 
Iranian strategy allows for tactical defeats to be reinterpreted as spiritual 
triumphs. The death of generals, the bombing of allies, or the failure of operations 
is often quickly reframed through the lens of martyrdom and divine providence. 
For example, the killing of Qassem Soleimani was not only mourned—it was 
spiritually weaponized. His funeral became a pilgrimage event, and his death was 
recast as an apocalyptic signifier of the Mahdi’s approach. The loss of life becomes 
sacramental, and setbacks in the temporal realm are absorbed into the 
eschatological narrative of ultimate victory. 

 

In sum, the IRGC does not fight conventional wars with conventional assumptions. 
It fights symbolic wars, cosmic wars, and spiritual wars. Until this belief system is 
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properly understood, Western strategies will remain out of sync—not just with 
Iran’s tactics, but with its deepest motivations. 

 

5. The Western Lens: Materialism, Rationalism, and Misreading the Enemy 

The West—especially the United States and Israel—has long operated under the 
assumption that adversaries will respond predictably to pressure, incentives, and 
strategic cost-benefit calculations. These assumptions arise from a worldview 
grounded in materialism, rationalism, and secular liberalism, which regards history 
as a succession of economic, political, and military contests divorced from 
religious myth or metaphysical belief. As a result, when faced with an opponent 
like the Islamic Republic of Iran—whose leadership fuses theology, esotericism, 
and sacred history into its strategic logic—the West repeatedly miscalculates. 

 

5.1 Strategic Myopia 

Over-reliance on economic sanctions, deterrence, and cyberwarfare 
Western policy toward Iran has long leaned on the toolkit of technocratic 
pressure: sanctions meant to cripple the economy, threats of military action to 
deter escalation, and cyberattacks to degrade nuclear infrastructure. These tools 
are consistent with a worldview in which material deprivation leads to submission, 
and pain forces rational actors to the table. But this logic assumes that survival, 
wealth, and comfort are Iran’s ultimate goals. That assumption fails to grasp the 
Islamic Republic’s sacrificial ethos—that dignity, resistance, and divine allegiance 
can outweigh material suffering. 

Inability to process martyrdom, sacrifice, or divine justice as real motivators 
Martyrdom is not a tragic accident in Iran—it is a strategic and spiritual asset. The 
West tends to view the loss of life as a deterrent, yet Iran often interprets such 
loss as the fulfillment of sacred duty. Sacrifice is central to the Shi’a cosmology; 
every Iranian child grows up hearing of Imam Hussein’s refusal to surrender at 
Karbala. In this narrative, to die in defiance is to win. Western policymakers, 
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steeped in a secular Enlightenment heritage, often cannot process the idea that 
death may be embraced—not avoided—as the highest form of political action. 

Failure to engage in symbolic dimensions of warfare 
While the West calculates progress in terms of measurable metrics—casualties, 
sanctions relief, diplomatic concessions—Iran often operates in symbolic time, 
where gestures, martyrdom, religious anniversaries, and metaphysical signs carry 
strategic weight. A missile strike timed to coincide with Ashura, or a statement 
invoking Qur’anic prophecy, may serve multiple functions: energizing domestic 
supporters, warning enemies, and signaling divine alignment. Western analysis 
tends to reduce such actions to theatrics or posturing, failing to see that for Iran, 
symbolism is not decoration—it is strategy itself. 

 

5.2 Dismissing the Occult as Propaganda 

Western tendency to treat jinn, magic, and spiritual warfare as irrational or 
unserious 
When Iranian officials warn of black magic, talismans, or jinn used in warfare, 
Western reactions range from amusement to ridicule. Intelligence agencies and 
policy experts rarely include these elements in serious assessments. Yet within 
Iran, such claims are embedded in centuries of theological interpretation, Qur’anic 
cosmology, and Shi’a mystical tradition. They function as real categories of 
thought, not merely fringe beliefs. To ignore them is to overlook a major vector of 
national meaning-making and moral mobilization. 

The real danger: misinterpreting Iran’s use of these claims as mere theater 
It would be a mistake to think that Iranian references to spiritual warfare are only 
meant for internal consumption or religious pandering. While such rhetoric 
certainly strengthens domestic resolve and frames geopolitical struggle in cosmic 
terms, it also reveals Iran’s deeper strategic self-conception. For Iran’s leaders, 
spiritual and metaphysical dimensions are not auxiliary to strategy—they are 
constitutive of it. When the West interprets these elements as propaganda or 
delusion, it fails to understand the full field of engagement. 
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Moreover, dismissing such beliefs as irrational blinds policymakers to their 
instrumental power. These metaphysical claims serve as tools for morale, identity, 
discipline, and fear projection. Like the use of myth in ancient warfare, Iran’s 
spiritual framing of conflict helps shape outcomes by influencing behavior, 
expectations, and perception. In this sense, even if one does not accept the reality 
of jinn, talismans, or divine justice, it remains vital to acknowledge their strategic 
function in Iran’s worldview. 

 

In sum, the Western lens—trained to see only the visible, the measurable, and the 
rational—fails to perceive the full terrain on which Iran fights. Until it expands its 
interpretive framework to include the metaphysical, the symbolic, and the 
theological, it will remain a tactician in a cosmic war it does not comprehend. 

 

6. Psychological and Asymmetric Implications 

In a global security environment increasingly shaped by asymmetric warfare, the 
ability to weaponize perception, emotion, and belief becomes as powerful as 
kinetic force. Iran, through its synthesis of theology, mysticism, and political 
ideology, has developed a psychological warfare doctrine that blurs the line 
between faith and strategy. Unlike Western models that favor transparency, 
predictability, and deterrence logic, Iran thrives on ambiguity, symbol, and 
spiritual resonance. This not only confounds analysts but often reverses the 
asymmetry, allowing Iran—despite its conventional military disadvantages—to 
project fear, provoke confusion, and build cohesion across ideological and 
sectarian lines. 

 

6.1 Using Fear and Mystery as Strategic Weapons 

Leveraging spiritual narratives to inspire, confuse, and demoralize 
The Iranian state regularly invokes apocalyptic imagery, metaphysical struggle, and 
Qur’anic prophecy in framing its conflicts. The result is a multilayered narrative 
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that both inspires fighters and unsettles opponents. In domestic terms, the belief 
that one is fighting alongside angels or within the timeline of divine justice fuels 
resilience and a willingness to sacrifice. Externally, such narratives generate 
uncertainty and perceived irrationality, leading Western planners to hesitate or 
misread intentions. 

By portraying war as part of a divine drama, Iran immunizes its people against 
conventional psychological defeat. Defeat in this context becomes sanctified. 
Victory is preordained—even if it is deferred. In turn, the enemy is not merely 
another nation, but an agent of cosmic falsehood, deserving of contempt or 
supernatural retaliation. This fusion of belief and strategy gives Iran psychological 
armor in conflicts that would otherwise seem unwinnable. 

Talismans and jinn narratives as internal morale boosters and external 
psychological warfare 
The 2025 incident involving alleged Israeli black magic in Tehran, as discussed 
earlier, demonstrates how occult symbolism is used by Iran both to explain and to 
empower. Within Iran, the dissemination of reports about talismans and jinn can 
act as a morale booster: affirming that the enemy resorts to sorcery because they 
cannot win through legitimate means. It also implies that spiritual purity protects 
Iran, transforming the battlefield into a space where faith determines outcome 
more than firepower. 

Externally, such claims are deliberately jarring. They induce ridicule among 
Western audiences, but also produce uncertainty: if your enemy appears to 
believe in invisible warfare, how do you counter it? This introduces psychological 
friction. Rational actors may pause, fearing they are not just fighting soldiers but 
zealots with divine conviction, or worse, agents of an unseen world. For enemies 
unfamiliar with this worldview, such tactics undermine strategic clarity. 
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6.2 Intelligence Blind Spots 

When metaphysics influence real-world decision-making (e.g., martyrdom 
operations, hidden timelines) 
Iranian decision-making often confounds external observers because it includes 
variables that do not map onto Western intelligence models. A martyrdom 
operation may appear strategically irrational but is completely coherent within a 
Shi’a eschatological framework. Likewise, timing military actions to align with 
sacred anniversaries, or interpreting battlefield events as signs from the unseen 
world (ʿalam al-ghayb), can alter operational logic in ways analysts fail to 
anticipate. 

These metaphysical motivators are not mere decorations. They are deeply 
internalized by actors at the highest levels of power—from IRGC commanders to 
Supreme Leader Khamenei. Belief in divine guidance, spiritual contagion, or 
cosmic consequence is real to them. To treat such beliefs as irrelevant is to miss a 
core driver of behavior. 

Risk of treating the opponent as “irrational” rather than “differently rational” 
Perhaps the most dangerous consequence of ignoring Iran’s metaphysical 
worldview is the epistemic arrogance it fosters in Western security communities. 
By dismissing spiritual logic as “irrational,” analysts exclude an entire category of 
motivation, leading to false predictions, miscalculated red lines, and ineffective 
countermeasures. 

Iran is not irrational—it is rational within a theological and symbolic system that 
governs how it defines threats, goals, and acceptable risks. It is this “different 
rationality” that enables Iran to accept suffering, delay gratification, and pursue 
objectives over decades or centuries. While Western systems are bound by 
election cycles and quarterly metrics, Iran’s leadership operates in sacred time, 
measuring success not in immediate outcomes, but in alignment with divine 
destiny. 
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By ignoring or misunderstanding these dimensions, the West effectively blinds 
itself to the deep logic behind Iran’s asymmetric strategy. Intelligence blind spots 
are not caused by lack of information—but by misinterpretation of the framework 
in which information holds meaning. Without confronting this challenge, even the 
most advanced surveillance and analytics will remain incapable of predicting the 
Iranian state’s most decisive moves. 

 

7. Historical and Cultural Continuities 

Iran’s strategic use of spiritual language, metaphysical narratives, and esoteric 
claims is not merely a function of post-1979 ideology—it reflects millennia of 
cultural continuity. Long before the Islamic Republic, Persian civilization cultivated 
a worldview that wove together religion, mysticism, and political power. This long 
arc of sacred statecraft—from Zoroastrian theocracy to Shi’a mysticism to 
revolutionary Islamism—provides the deep soil from which Iran’s current 
metaphysical strategy grows. To understand Iran’s political behavior today is to 
recognize how historical, religious, and symbolic traditions continue to shape its 
institutions, rhetoric, and self-image. 

 

Pre-Islamic Persian Esotericism: Zoroastrian Daeva and Angelology 

The roots of Iran’s spiritual cosmology stretch back to Zoroastrianism, the 
dominant faith of the Persian empires before Islam. Zoroastrian theology was 
deeply dualistic, positing a cosmic battle between Ahura Mazda (the Wise Lord) 
and Angra Mainyu (the Destructive Spirit). In this worldview, human life was a 
battlefield in a divine war between truth and falsehood, light and darkness—a 
pattern that persists in Shi’a thought. 

Zoroastrian cosmology also included ranks of angels and demons—spiritual 
entities known as yazata (worthy of worship) and daeva (malevolent spirits). 
These figures bore many resemblances to later Islamic notions of angels and jinn. 
The idea that moral, political, and even natural events were influenced by unseen 
beings was well-established in ancient Persian thought. Importantly, Zoroastrian 
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priesthood (the magi) played both a religious and advisory role in governance—
setting a precedent for clerical involvement in statecraft that reemerges in 
modern Iran. 

This legacy endures not only in religious texts but in the collective memory and 
cultural motifs of Iran. The cosmic struggle between good and evil is a constant 
narrative—only the characters and theological framework have changed. 

 

Sufi Mysticism in Iranian Shi’ism: Visionary Dreams, Baraka, and Inner Light 

Following the spread of Islam in Persia, Iran became a center of mystical Islamic 
thought, especially through the rise of Sufism. While often associated with Sunni 
Islam, many mystical ideas were absorbed into Iranian Shi’ism, where they 
became central to individual and communal spirituality. 

Among these mystical beliefs are the concepts of: 

• Visionary dreams (ru’ya): Considered potential messages from God or the 
Imams, often used to validate religious insight or political decisions. 

• Baraka: A spiritual presence or blessing that can inhabit people, objects, or 
places. Martyrs, clerics, and sacred shrines are said to radiate baraka. 

• Inner light (nur): The belief that divine light can illuminate the soul, giving 
clarity, moral vision, and even leadership legitimacy. 

Shi’a Islam also integrated the notion of hidden knowledge (ʿilm al-batin), which 
posits that beneath the literal meanings of scripture and history lie esoteric truths 
accessible only to those with spiritual insight. This idea bolsters the authority of 
the clerical class, who claim access to inner meanings and divine signs through 
study, piety, and mystical experience. 

Such concepts continue to influence Iranian political discourse. Claims of 
prophetic dreams, divine protection, or martyrdom as light-bearing acts are not 
rhetorical flourishes—they are culturally embedded modes of political legitimacy. 
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Political Islam Post-1979 as a Re-fusion of the Spiritual and the Strategic 

The 1979 Islamic Revolution was not a break from the past but a re-synthesis of 
Persia’s long-standing fusion of theology and governance. The revolutionary 
leaders—especially Ayatollah Khomeini—redefined Islamic politics by declaring 
that spiritual authority must govern temporal affairs, reviving the ancient 
Zoroastrian and Shi’a belief that truth cannot be separated from power. 

Under the doctrine of wilayat al-faqih (Guardianship of the Jurist), the Supreme 
Leader became not merely a political figure, but the spiritual guardian of the 
nation—a successor to the Imams in times of occultation. The IRGC was founded 
not simply as a military force, but as a sacred institution tasked with defending 
both the physical and metaphysical revolution. Through media, education, and 
ritual, the Islamic Republic institutionalized the blending of sacred narrative and 
strategic decision-making. 

Khomeini’s thought drew heavily from both Shi’a theology and Persian mysticism, 
viewing the Islamic Revolution as a cosmic rupture—not just a political event. 
Every political crisis since—whether a foreign assassination, a nuclear deal, or a 
regional proxy war—has been cast within a redemptive, often apocalyptic 
narrative, aligning modern struggles with ancient archetypes. 

 

In this context, Iran’s use of jinn, talismans, and spiritual warfare during 
geopolitical crises is not a novelty—it is a continuation of its cultural-political DNA. 
The clerical state stands not as an anomaly in modern politics, but as a rare 
example of a civilization that has retained and weaponized its metaphysical 
heritage. For the West to understand Iran’s strategy, it must first recognize that 
the past has never passed—it has simply changed form. 

 

8. Conclusion: The Need for Strategic Translation 

The long-standing impasse between Iran and the West is often portrayed as a 
failure of diplomacy, deterrence, or intelligence. But at its core, it is a failure of 
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translation—not linguistic, but civilizational and metaphysical. The United States, 
Israel, and their allies have spent decades developing technical superiority, 
deploying sanctions, engaging in proxy wars, and attempting regime pressure. Yet 
despite these efforts, Iran has not collapsed, capitulated, or even significantly 
shifted course. One key reason is that the West has consistently misread the 
framework within which Iran perceives itself and the world. 

Iran’s political behavior is not irrational—it is rational within a metaphysical 
worldview. It views the world not as a purely material arena governed by state 
interests, but as a battlefield infused with sacred meaning, apocalyptic timelines, 
and spiritual forces. Within this framework, martyrdom is not loss, but triumph; 
suffering is purification; and victory may not arrive today but is certain in 
eschatological time. 

To engage Iran effectively—whether diplomatically, strategically, or through 
deterrence—the West must first learn to interpret Iran’s symbolic language and 
religious logic. This does not require adopting or validating those beliefs. Rather, it 
demands acknowledging their operational function. Just as military planners must 
understand an adversary’s terrain, analysts must understand the terrain of 
belief—where jinn, divine justice, hidden imams, and sacred resistance shape real-
world decisions. 

Failing to do so leads to repeated strategic blind spots. Dismissing Iran’s invocation 
of black magic, martyrdom theology, or occult symbolism as irrational propaganda 
is not just inaccurate—it leaves Western policymakers unable to predict, deter, or 
comprehend Iran’s moves. Actions that seem illogical from a secular perspective 
often follow an internal coherence grounded in centuries of theological 
development and cultural memory. 

In this context, strategic translation becomes a prerequisite for strategic success. It 
is not enough to possess superior weapons, faster cyber tools, or stronger 
economies if those assets are deployed in a framework blind to the enemy’s 
fundamental motivations. Intelligence, diplomacy, and military planning must be 
supplemented with civilizational literacy—a working fluency in the stories, 
symbols, and metaphysical patterns that animate Iranian statecraft. 
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In the end, strategy is not only about capabilities—it is about understanding what 
your adversary believes they are fighting for. Until the West can comprehend 
Iran’s spiritual battlefield, it will continue to lose—not in hardware, but in 
meaning. 
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Appendices 

 

Appendix A: Key Qur’anic Passages on Jinn 

The Qur’an explicitly affirms the existence of jinn—sentient beings created from 
smokeless fire—whose actions and moral choices have spiritual consequences. 
These passages provide the theological foundation for Iran’s metaphysical 
narratives regarding unseen entities and spiritual warfare. 

• Surah al-Jinn (72:1–15): 
This surah recounts a group of jinn listening to the Qur’an and converting to 
Islam, establishing the idea that jinn have free will, religious accountability, 
and the capacity for both good and evil. 
“Say: It has been revealed to me that a group of jinn listened and said: 
‘Indeed, we have heard a marvelous Qur’an.’” (72:1) 

• Surah al-Hijr (15:27): 
“And the jinn We created before from scorching fire.” 
This verse establishes the ontological origin of jinn as distinct from humans 
(clay) and angels (light). 

• Surah al-An’am (6:112): 
“And thus We have made for every prophet an enemy—devils from mankind 
and jinn, inspiring one another with decorative speech in delusion.” 
This verse links jinn with deception and false counsel, an idea foundational 
to narratives of spiritual espionage. 

• Surah al-Falaq (113:4) & Surah an-Nas (114:4–6): 
Invoked for protection, these verses refer to “those who blow on knots” (a 
reference to black magic) and “the whisperer who withdraws,” widely 
interpreted as jinnic or demonic influence. 
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Appendix B: Glossary of Persian and Arabic Terms 

• Ghayba (غيبة): 
Occultation; refers to the hidden state of the Twelfth Imam in Shi’a Islam, 
whose return will mark the end of oppression and the beginning of divine 
justice. 

• Sihr (سحر): 
Magic or sorcery; considered forbidden in Islam, but believed to be 
practiced by enemies through jinn or other occult means. 

• Div ( دیو): 
Pre-Islamic Persian term for demonic beings; later integrated into Islamic 
cosmology as equivalents or predecessors of malevolent jinn. 

• Telesm (طلسم): 
Talisman; a physical object inscribed with symbols or Qur’anic verses used 
for protection or spiritual intervention. 

• Baraka (بركة): 
Divine blessing or spiritual power believed to emanate from sacred persons, 
objects, or places. 

• Wilayat al-Faqih ( الفق�ه ولا�ة  ): 
Guardianship of the Jurist; the doctrine giving clerical leaders political 
authority during the Imam’s occultation. 

• Basira (ة  :(بص�ي
Spiritual insight; the ability to perceive truth through divine or intuitive 
means rather than material analysis. 

• ʿIlm al-Ghayb ( الغ�ب  علم ): 
Knowledge of the unseen; a class of esoteric sciences in Islamic tradition 
dealing with divine mysteries, dreams, astrology, and spiritual causality. 
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Appendix C: Relevant Speeches from Ayatollah Khamenei and IRGC Officials on 
Spiritual Warfare 

• Ayatollah Khamenei, 2013 – On Cultural Invasion and Occult Warfare: 
“The enemies of Islam do not fight us only with tanks and sanctions. They 
infiltrate the hearts of our youth through cultural means, and some even 
resort to occult sciences to sow confusion.” 

• IRGC Commander Hossein Salami, 2021 – On Martyrdom and Sacred 
Struggle: 
“Our martyrs are not dead—they are present, their light guides us. The 
enemy fights with tools, but we fight with the spirit of Karbala.” 

• Khamenei, 2005 – On Western Espionage and the Unseen World: 
“Do not underestimate the enemy’s reach into the realm of the unseen. They 
do not fight only with material weapons, but with satanic knowledge passed 
through secret channels.” 

• IRGC Intelligence Brief, 2024 (Leaked Memo): 
“Reports indicate symbolic interference—use of Zionist symbols and 
ritualized placement of foreign objects in sensitive areas. We interpret this 
as psychological warfare with occult aims.” 

 

Appendix D: List of Symbolic Acts Used by Iran in Psychological Operations 

• Distribution of Qur’anic Amulets Among Troops: 
Prior to battles or key operations, IRGC units distribute amulets containing 
verses meant to confer protection or instill spiritual strength. 

• Timing Strikes with Sacred Dates: 
Military actions often coincide with Shi’a holy days—such as Ashura or Quds 
Day—to frame the attack as a sacred act. 

• Martyrdom Posters and Shrine Imagery: 
Visual propaganda featuring glowing martyrs, supernatural light, and Imam 
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Mahdi iconography is used to reinforce belief in the sacred nature of 
resistance. 

• Use of Mystical Language in Official Statements: 
Phrases such as “divine retaliation,” “the hand of God,” or “hidden signs 
have appeared” are deployed to shape public perception and reinforce 
metaphysical framing. 

• Claims of Enemy Spiritual Corruption: 
Accusations that Israel or the U.S. employ black magic, jinn, or demonic 
forces serve to both vilify opponents and sanctify Iranian resilience. 

• Dream Narratives from Leaders or Soldiers: 
Public retellings of dreams involving the Prophet, the Imams, or the Mahdi 
are broadcast to validate the righteousness of military decisions or divine 
support. 

 

These appendices demonstrate that Iran’s metaphysical worldview is not 
decorative—it is operational. Understanding the depth, coherence, and continuity 
of this symbolic system is essential for interpreting Iran’s behavior, both in war and 
in diplomacy. 
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