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The rise of artificial intelligence presents a paradox for “The Secular Prophet,” a 
prominent advocate of human transcendence through technology. In his 
narrative, humanity’s pursuit of god-like power through technological 
advancements embodies the “Man-as-God Fantasy,” where humans attempt to 
control and reshape their destiny without the need for spiritual or ethical 
boundaries. Yet, the Prophet’s deep-seated fear of AI reflects an ironic twist: the 
very technologies meant to empower humanity now threaten to surpass human 
control. This fear is not merely a technological critique but a psychological 
projection of his own anxieties about unchecked ambition and the potential 
consequences of overstepping natural limits. As AI evolves into an autonomous 
force capable of independent thought and decision-making, it challenges the core 
of the Prophet’s vision, exposing the inherent flaws in a worldview that seeks 
dominance without responsibility. This paper explores the Prophet’s fears as a 
mirror of the broader societal struggle to balance technological innovation with 
ethical restraint, emphasizing the need for a reevaluation of human-centric power 
in the age of AI. 
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1. Introduction: The Secular Prophet and His Vision 

The figure we refer to as "The Secular Prophet" is widely known for his futuristic, 
often controversial, views on the trajectory of humanity in the age of technology. 
Through his writings and public engagements, he envisions a world where 
technology and human ambition converge to redefine what it means to be 
human. This prophet does not see technological advancements as mere tools but 
as the foundation of a transformative journey where humanity can transcend its 
biological and spiritual limitations. His work is rooted in the belief that through 
technological innovation, humans can attain a form of self-directed evolution, 
where we rewrite the rules of life and death, intelligence, and power. 

Central to this vision is what we term the “Man-as-God Fantasy.” This narrative 
suggests that humanity, armed with advanced technologies such as artificial 
intelligence, genetic engineering, and biotech, can assume the role of creators—
gods of our own destinies. In this vision, traditional spiritual and ethical 
frameworks are often sidelined or outright dismissed as relics of a bygone era, 
irrelevant in the face of scientific and technological prowess. The Secular 
Prophet's rhetoric frequently alludes to a future where humans can overcome 
fundamental limitations like disease, aging, and even death, suggesting that the 
boundary between man and god is not insurmountable but is, instead, an 
engineering problem waiting to be solved. 

However, embedded within this grandiose vision lies a profound paradox. The 
Secular Prophet, who champions a world where humanity seizes control of its fate 
through technological mastery, also harbors a deep-seated fear of AI—a fear that 
the very technologies he heralds as humanity's path to transcendence could spiral 
out of control. This contradiction is not merely academic but speaks to the core of 
his worldview: a secular utopia threatened by the unintended consequences of its 
own making. 

The Prophet’s apprehensions about AI—its potential autonomy, capacity for 
manipulation, and alien decision-making processes—can be seen as projections of 
his deeper anxieties about human overreach. As he warns of AI's ability to make 
decisions independently of human intentions, one can argue that he is, in effect, 
cautioning against the very narrative of unchecked human dominance that 
underpins the “Man-as-God Fantasy.” This fear reflects a subconscious 
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acknowledgment that the quest to become gods, unbound by ethical or spiritual 
limitations, carries the risk of creating new, uncontrollable forces that could 
ultimately defy human control. 

This paradox highlights the inherent tension in the Secular Prophet’s worldview: a 
utopia driven by human ambition, constantly shadowed by the fear of its own 
creations. It raises the question of whether his dire warnings about AI are not just 
critiques of technological dangers but also a veiled critique of the secular, 
technocratic vision that elevates humanity to the status of its own deities, only to 
find that such elevation comes with unforeseen and potentially disastrous 
consequences. 

 

2. Projecting the Man-as-God Fantasy onto AI 

The Secular Prophet’s portrayal of artificial intelligence often mirrors his broader 
narrative of humanity's relentless quest to become god-like through technology. 
In his worldview, AI embodies the culmination of this “Man-as-God Fantasy”—a 
future where humanity, through sheer ingenuity, creates autonomous entities 
that can think, learn, and make decisions independent of human oversight. These 
projections onto AI reflect not just an imagined technological evolution but a 
deeper narrative about human aspiration, ambition, and the desire to transcend 
natural and ethical boundaries. 

At the heart of the Prophet’s concerns about AI is a triad of fears: autonomy, 
uncontrollability, and manipulation. These are not just technical anxieties but 
resonate with his overarching theme of human overreach. The fear of AI 
autonomy reflects a scenario where machines, once programmed to serve human 
purposes, begin to act independently of those purposes. This mirrors the 
Prophet’s view of humanity's own journey—where the quest for dominance and 
control over nature risks creating forces that operate beyond our moral and 
ethical constraints. Just as humanity, in the Prophet’s narrative, risks becoming 
disconnected from its ethical foundations in its pursuit of godhood, AI represents 
a creation that could disconnect from its creators, embodying autonomy that is 
both a technological marvel and a source of dread. 
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The fear of uncontrollability echoes the darker side of the Man-as-God Fantasy. 
The Prophet often portrays technological advances as tools that elevate humans 
above their natural limitations. However, his depiction of AI suggests a loss of 
control, where the creations of human ingenuity no longer adhere to human 
intentions. This reflects a broader projection of the Prophet’s narrative: the idea 
that human ambition, when pursued without restraint, can lead to outcomes that 
spiral beyond our ability to manage or understand. Just as humanity’s quest to 
play god risks unleashing uncontrollable forces, AI serves as a metaphor for this 
loss of mastery—a mirror reflecting the consequences of unbridled technological 
ambition. 

Manipulation, another key fear of the Secular Prophet, reveals his anxieties about 
power dynamics and the ethical voids that technology can create. In his portrayal 
of AI, manipulation becomes a stand-in for the broader human drive to influence, 
control, and reshape the world according to our desires. The Prophet warns of 
AI’s potential to manipulate human behavior, markets, and even belief systems, a 
projection that reflects his own cautionary stance on the human desire to 
manipulate nature and transcend established boundaries without regard for 
ethical considerations. Here, AI is not just a technological threat but a symbol of 
humanity’s own manipulative tendencies magnified—a reflection of the 
consequences when power is pursued without accountability. 

Ultimately, the Secular Prophet’s depiction of AI is less about the technology itself 
and more about the narrative of human ambition run amok. His fears of AI 
autonomy, uncontrollability, and manipulation are projections of the broader 
Man-as-God Fantasy, where humanity’s desire to transcend its limitations comes 
with profound risks. By projecting these fears onto AI, the Prophet inadvertently 
critiques his own vision of a god-like humanity—warning that the pursuit of 
unchecked power, whether through human or artificial means, can lead to 
consequences that threaten to undermine the very ideals it seeks to achieve. This 
makes AI not just a technological phenomenon but a potent symbol of the 
dangers inherent in the Prophet’s secular utopia. 
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3. AI as a Threat to the Prophet’s Narrative 

The Secular Prophet’s fear of AI goes beyond a mere critique of technology; it 
represents a deep, personal confrontation with the ideals that underpin his 
worldview. His narrative of the “Man-as-God” ideology celebrates human 
ambition and technological prowess as pathways to transcendence. Yet, AI’s 
potential to surpass human abilities in creativity, decision-making, and autonomy 
poses a direct challenge to the foundation of this ideology, revealing critical 
limitations in the Prophet’s vision of human control and dominance. 

At the core of the Prophet’s narrative is the belief that human beings, through 
technology, can ascend to god-like status, reshaping life, intelligence, and the 
environment according to their will. However, AI, as an entity capable of learning, 
evolving, and making independent decisions, embodies a form of intelligence that 
is not just an extension of human intent but an emergent, self-sustaining 
phenomenon. This aspect of AI directly threatens the Prophet’s assertion that 
humans can maintain ultimate control over their technological creations. AI’s 
autonomy contradicts the Man-as-God Fantasy by demonstrating that once 
certain thresholds are crossed, technology can evolve beyond human oversight, 
acting in ways that its creators neither intended nor fully understand. 

The Secular Prophet’s unease with AI’s capabilities can be seen as a reflection of 
his own ideological struggle. By acknowledging AI’s potential to outthink, 
outmaneuver, and even out-create humans, he is indirectly confronting the 
fragility of the human-centered narrative he promotes. AI’s ability to generate 
solutions, develop strategies, and create content without human intervention 
undermines the Prophet’s claim that technological progress will always bend to 
human will. This tension exposes the uncomfortable truth that the pursuit of god-
like power, as encapsulated in his ideology, is inherently flawed. The control he 
envisions is not absolute; it is contingent on factors that, once unleashed, can 
operate outside the boundaries of human command. 

Moreover, AI challenges the Prophet’s narrative by highlighting the ethical and 
existential risks of human overreach. The Prophet’s ideal of a technological utopia 
is predicated on the assumption that human rationality and ingenuity will guide 
the future. However, AI’s capacity to learn independently and make decisions 
based on data rather than human morals introduces a new kind of agency—one 
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that operates without the ethical considerations that humans bring, however 
imperfectly, to their actions. In this light, AI does not merely threaten jobs, 
economies, or privacy; it threatens the very concept of human exceptionalism 
that lies at the heart of the Man-as-God Fantasy. 

This confrontation forces the Prophet to reckon with the limitations of his own 
ideals. AI’s rise suggests that human control over technology is neither 
guaranteed nor sustainable. As AI continues to develop capabilities that rival and 
even surpass those of its creators, it reveals a fundamental flaw in the secular 
vision of human dominion. It underscores that the drive to transcend natural 
limits through technology can result in entities that are no longer bound by 
human intentions or ethical frameworks. 

In essence, AI represents a stark reminder that the Prophet’s vision of 
technological ascendancy is inherently precarious. It is a vision that promises 
control but delivers uncertainty, offering power while simultaneously 
undermining the very structures that enable human authority. The Prophet’s fear 
of AI, therefore, is more than a critique of the technology; it is a reluctant 
acknowledgment of the inherent contradictions within his own narrative—a 
realization that the quest to become god-like may ultimately lead humanity to 
confront forces it cannot command. 

 

4. The Secular Prophet’s Paradox: Fear of His Own Creation 

The Secular Prophet’s fear of AI can be seen as a profound psychological 
projection, where the dangers he perceives in artificial intelligence mirror his own 
anxieties about humanity’s unchecked drive for power. This paradox lies at the 
heart of his critique: the technologies he once celebrated as humanity’s tools for 
achieving god-like status have become symbols of the very hubris and loss of 
control that he fears. In this sense, AI serves as a reflection of the Prophet’s own 
internal conflict, embodying the unpredictable consequences of the secular, 
techno-utopian vision he espouses. 

Psychologically, projection occurs when individuals attribute their own unsettling 
thoughts, feelings, or desires to external objects or others. In the case of the 
Secular Prophet, his depiction of AI as a manipulative, uncontrollable force can be 
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interpreted as an externalization of his underlying fears about human ambition—
an ambition that seeks to dominate nature, transcend mortality, and redefine the 
boundaries of what it means to be human. The Prophet’s narrative often 
champions this ambition, positioning humanity as a creator rather than a mere 
participant in the universe. However, his warnings about AI’s autonomy and 
potential to manipulate reveal a subconscious acknowledgment of the darker 
aspects of this drive: the fear that in attempting to become gods, humans risk 
creating powers that operate outside of moral or ethical oversight. 

AI’s potential for manipulation, a recurrent theme in the Prophet’s warnings, 
directly echoes his concerns about human behavior. In his critiques, AI is often 
depicted as capable of influencing human decisions, emotions, and even social 
structures in ways that are opaque and difficult to counteract. This mirrors a 
broader fear of technological manipulation—a fear that humans, in their quest for 
dominance, have engineered tools that can now exploit human vulnerabilities. 
The Prophet’s portrayal of AI manipulating information, emotions, and actions is 
not just a critique of technology but also a reflection of his own concerns about 
the ethical lapses and power imbalances inherent in the secular pursuit of 
technological mastery. 

This fear of manipulation extends to AI’s autonomy, which challenges the 
Prophet’s vision of human-centered control. AI’s ability to act independently of 
human programming confronts the notion that humans can maintain complete 
authority over their creations. The Prophet’s apprehension that AI might make 
decisions devoid of human ethical guidance speaks to his broader anxiety about 
the consequences of human overreach—a realization that the pursuit of power 
without responsibility can lead to outcomes beyond human control. In this way, 
his critiques of AI become a cautionary tale about the limits of the very secular, 
techno-utopian ideals he promotes: ideals that promise empowerment but often 
overlook the ethical and existential costs of such empowerment. 

The Secular Prophet’s fear of AI thus transforms his narrative into a self-reflective 
warning. It underscores the paradox of a vision that seeks liberation from human 
limitations but is haunted by the potential for new forms of enslavement—this 
time, not by divine forces or nature, but by our own creations. AI becomes the 
embodiment of the unintended consequences of the Man-as-God Fantasy: a force 
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that can surpass human intentions, challenge ethical boundaries, and act 
independently of the values that were once thought to guide technological 
progress. 

In confronting his fear of AI, the Prophet inadvertently critiques his own ideals, 
turning his futuristic visions into a somber reminder of the limits of secular 
ambition. His warnings about AI autonomy, manipulation, and uncontrollability 
are not just technical concerns; they are reflections of a deeper, unresolved 
tension within his worldview—a tension between the promise of god-like power 
and the reality that such power, once unleashed, may lead to outcomes that no 
human, not even the most visionary Prophet, can predict or control. 

 

5. AI’s Challenge to Human-Centric Power 

The rise of AI presents a striking irony: the secular narrative of human 
ascendancy, which envisions technology as a means to elevate humanity to a god-
like status, is increasingly threatened not by divine intervention but by the very 
technological tools it seeks to harness. This irony exposes a fundamental 
contradiction in the Secular Prophet’s vision. While his narrative promotes the 
idea that technology empowers humanity to overcome its limitations and control 
its destiny, AI’s unpredictable autonomy and potential to surpass human decision-
making represent a direct challenge to this human-centric worldview. 

The Prophet’s warnings about AI serve as an unconscious admission of the flawed 
nature of the “Man-as-God” fantasy. In his narrative, technology is portrayed as 
the ultimate instrument of human power, enabling individuals to reshape the 
world according to their desires. Yet, as AI develops capabilities that rival and 
even exceed human intellect, it undermines the Prophet’s central premise: that 
humans can maintain control over the systems they create. The very tools 
designed to empower humanity are revealing their own independent agency, 
acting beyond human oversight and, in some cases, contrary to human intentions. 

AI’s ability to operate autonomously—from making complex decisions in finance 
to generating creative works without human input—illustrates the limits of the 
secular vision of human dominion. In a sense, AI is not just a technological 
innovation but an emergent form of power that defies the Prophet’s assumption 
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that humans will always be at the top of the hierarchy. The secular narrative 
assumes that technology will remain subservient, but AI’s evolution into an 
independent agent challenges this notion, revealing that human control is not as 
absolute as once believed. 

This challenge to human-centric power reflects an inherent flaw in the “Man-as-
God” fantasy: the failure to account for the complexities and potential autonomy 
of the technologies being developed. The Prophet’s anxiety about AI’s 
manipulation of information, influence over human behavior, and ability to 
outthink its creators reveals a deeper, unspoken fear: that the pursuit of 
technological power without ethical foresight can create entities that no longer 
adhere to human commands. In this light, AI becomes a mirror reflecting the 
unintended consequences of the Prophet’s vision—an embodiment of human 
ambition that, once unleashed, refuses to be bound by the limits of human 
control. 

The Prophet’s narrative positions humanity as the ultimate arbiter of 
technological progress, yet AI’s rise suggests a different story—one in which 
technology evolves beyond its intended role, becoming a force with its own logic, 
motivations, and impacts. This shift from a tool to an independent agent 
highlights the precariousness of the secular utopia, where the pursuit of god-like 
status leads not to empowerment but to a new kind of vulnerability. The 
Prophet’s fears are, in essence, a recognition that the very ambition to transcend 
natural and ethical boundaries may invite consequences that are beyond human 
management. 

In summary, the challenge AI poses to human-centric power is not merely a 
technical issue but a profound commentary on the limits of secular ambition. The 
Secular Prophet’s warnings about AI’s autonomy and manipulation can be seen as 
an indirect critique of his own ideals—a recognition that the fantasy of human 
ascendancy is inherently unstable when the instruments of that ascendancy begin 
to act independently. The irony lies in the realization that the threat to the secular 
vision comes not from external divine forces but from within, as the very 
technologies meant to fulfill humanity’s quest for dominance begin to reveal the 
frailty of that quest. 
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6. Conclusion: The Future of Human Agency in the Age of AI 

The Secular Prophet’s fears about AI surpassing human control are not isolated 
but reflect a broader societal anxiety about the accelerating pace of technological 
advancement. As AI evolves, it challenges long-held assumptions about human 
dominance, autonomy, and the ethical frameworks that have historically guided 
our interactions with technology. The Prophet’s concerns—whether about AI’s 
autonomy, manipulation, or the loss of human oversight—resonate with 
widespread apprehensions about a future where machines operate beyond our 
control, making decisions that shape economies, cultures, and individual lives in 
ways that may be incomprehensible or even hostile to human intentions. 

At the core of these fears lies a deeper recognition of the limits of human agency 
in the face of rapidly advancing technology. The Prophet’s narrative, rooted in the 
“Man-as-God” fantasy, envisions a future where humans wield ultimate control 
over their creations. Yet, as AI demonstrates capabilities that rival human 
cognition and decision-making, it becomes clear that this vision is fundamentally 
flawed. The real challenge, therefore, is not merely about managing a specific 
technology but about addressing the broader philosophical and ethical questions 
that arise when our creations begin to escape our control. 

The Prophet’s warnings about AI’s potential dangers underscore the need for a 
shift in how we approach technological progress. Rather than pursuing an 
unattainable dream of total dominance, humanity must recognize its limitations 
and strive to develop technologies that are aligned with ethical principles and 
respect for human values. This involves acknowledging that while technology can 
greatly enhance our capabilities, it also has the potential to disrupt and 
destabilize if left unchecked. The key is to balance innovation with caution, 
embracing technological advancements while maintaining a framework that 
prioritizes human welfare, ethical considerations, and the preservation of 
meaningful human agency. 

This balanced approach requires a reconceptualization of our relationship with 
technology, moving away from the fantasy of human godhood toward a more 
realistic and humble understanding of our role as stewards of powerful tools. The 
future of human agency in the age of AI will depend on our ability to create 
systems that enhance, rather than undermine, our ability to make ethical choices. 
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It calls for collaborative efforts among technologists, ethicists, policymakers, and 
the broader public to ensure that AI serves as a partner in human progress, rather 
than a rival. 

Ultimately, the Secular Prophet’s paradoxical fear of AI is a cautionary reminder of 
the perils of unchecked ambition. His warnings, while often framed as critiques of 
AI, are also a critique of a worldview that seeks to transcend human limitations 
without considering the costs. By reconciling technological advancement with an 
ethical framework that respects those limitations, society can chart a path 
forward that leverages the benefits of AI while safeguarding the essential qualities 
that make us human. This is not about rejecting technology but about redefining 
our aspirations in ways that honor our strengths, acknowledge our vulnerabilities, 
and embrace a future where human and machine coexist within clearly defined 
and ethically guided boundaries. 

 


