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The intersection of occultism and Nazi ideology reveals a complex and often 
overlooked aspect of the Third Reich's identity and practices. This paper explores 
how esoteric beliefs, mystical practices, and ancient symbols were integrated into 
Nazi doctrine, shaping their vision of a racially pure and spiritually empowered 
Aryan race. Key figures like Heinrich Himmler and Alfred Rosenberg played pivotal 
roles in this integration, promoting rituals, symbols, and pseudo-scientific theories 
that reinforced the regime's racial and ideological goals. By examining the 
influence of the Thule Society, the Ahnenerbe, and philosophical 
misinterpretations of thinkers like Nietzsche, this study sheds light on the dark 
fusion of mysticism and politics that underpinned Nazi actions. Case studies, 
including Himmler’s Wewelsburg Castle and Thule Society processions, provide 
concrete examples of how occultism manifested in Nazi practices. Understanding 
this aspect of Nazi history not only deepens our comprehension of their ideology 
but also serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of ideological manipulation 
and the politicization of cultural and religious symbols. 
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1. Abstract 

This paper delves into the complex relationship between the Nazi Party and 
occultism, exploring how esoteric beliefs and mystical practices influenced their 
ideology and actions. The study begins by examining the historical roots of these 
influences, highlighting the role of the Thule Society and the Ahnenerbe in 
shaping Nazi occultism. Key figures such as Heinrich Himmler and Alfred 
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Rosenberg are analyzed to understand their personal beliefs and contributions to 
Nazi mysticism. The paper also explores the use of occult symbols and rituals 
within the SS, including the significance of the Black Sun symbol and the 
ceremonial practices at Wewelsburg Castle. 

Philosophical and theological influences are considered, with a focus on how the 
Nazis misinterpreted and appropriated the ideas of Friedrich Nietzsche, Arthur de 
Gobineau, Houston Stewart Chamberlain, Madame Blavatsky, Martin Heidegger, 
Guido von List, and Jörg Lanz von Liebenfels. The distortion of these thinkers' 
works to support Nazi ideology is critically examined. 

Case studies of Himmler’s crypt at Wewelsburg Castle and Thule Society 
processions provide concrete examples of how occultism manifested in Nazi 
practices. The conclusion reflects on the dangers of ideological distortion and the 
manipulation of cultural and religious symbols for political ends, offering insights 
into the broader implications of Nazi occultism. By providing a comprehensive 
understanding of this dark aspect of history, the paper aims to contribute to the 
ongoing discourse on the intersection of politics, ideology, and esoteric beliefs. 

 

2. Introduction 

The relationship between the Nazi Party and occultism is a topic that has 
fascinated scholars, historians, and the general public for decades. This paper 
seeks to explore the intricate ways in which esoteric beliefs, mystical practices, 
and occult symbols were integrated into Nazi ideology and actions. The Nazi 
regime, known primarily for its brutal totalitarianism and genocidal policies, also 
harbored a deep interest in the mystical and the arcane, which played a 
significant role in shaping its worldview and operations. 

This introduction sets the stage for a detailed examination of the historical roots 
of Nazi occultism, tracing its origins to various esoteric traditions and secret 
societies that emerged in late 19th and early 20th century Europe. One of the 
most influential of these was the Thule Society, a nationalist and occultist group 
that laid the ideological groundwork for the Nazi movement. The paper will 
explore how the Thule Society and other similar organizations contributed to the 
development of Nazi racial theory and myth-making. 
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Key figures within the Nazi Party, such as Heinrich Himmler and Alfred Rosenberg, 
were instrumental in promoting and institutionalizing occult practices. Himmler, 
in particular, envisioned the SS not merely as a paramilitary organization but as a 
mystical brotherhood grounded in ancient Germanic traditions. Wewelsburg 
Castle, with its crypt and Black Sun symbol, epitomized this blend of mysticism 
and militarism. Rosenberg's efforts to construct a new pagan religion for the Nazi 
state further highlight the regime's departure from traditional Christian values in 
favor of a racially defined spiritualism. 

The paper will also delve into the symbolic and ritualistic aspects of Nazi 
occultism. Symbols such as the Black Sun, runes, and other mystical insignia were 
not merely decorative but carried deep esoteric significance, intended to evoke 
connections to a mythic Aryan past. Rituals and ceremonies within the SS were 
designed to instill a sense of destiny and racial mission among its members, 
reinforcing the ideological and spiritual underpinnings of the Nazi state. 

Philosophical and theological influences on Nazi occultism will be critically 
examined, focusing on how the Nazis misappropriated and distorted the works of 
various thinkers to support their ideology. Friedrich Nietzsche’s concept of the 
Übermensch, Arthur de Gobineau’s racial theories, and Madame Blavatsky’s 
Theosophy are among the ideas that were selectively interpreted to fit the Nazi 
narrative. The paper will analyze these misinterpretations and their impact on 
Nazi thought. 

Through detailed case studies, such as Himmler’s crypt at Wewelsburg Castle and 
the processions of the Thule Society, the paper provides concrete examples of 
how occultism manifested in Nazi practices. These case studies illustrate the 
extent to which mystical beliefs and rituals were woven into the fabric of Nazi 
operations and ideology. 

The conclusion will reflect on the broader implications of Nazi occultism, 
considering the dangers of ideological distortion and the manipulation of cultural 
and religious symbols for political ends. By providing a comprehensive 
understanding of this dark aspect of history, the paper aims to contribute to the 
ongoing discourse on the intersection of politics, ideology, and esoteric beliefs, 
offering insights that are relevant to contemporary discussions on extremism and 
ideological manipulation. 
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3. Historical Context and Influences 

3.1 The Thule Society 

3.1.1 Origins and Beliefs 

The Thule Society, founded in Munich in 1918, was an influential occultist and 
nationalist group that played a pivotal role in the early formation of the Nazi 
Party. Named after the mythical land of Thule, which was believed to be the 
ancient homeland of the Aryans, the society combined Germanic paganism, 
mysticism, and racial theories to construct a mythic vision of Aryan superiority. 

The society was formed by Rudolf von Sebottendorf, a German occultist and self-
proclaimed Rosicrucian. It quickly attracted a group of like-minded individuals 
who were dissatisfied with the political and social turmoil in post-World War I 
Germany. They believed that the German people had a unique destiny rooted in 
their Aryan heritage and sought to revive this through a combination of mystical 
practices and nationalist fervor. 

Central to the Thule Society's beliefs was the idea that the Aryan race was 
superior and destined to rule over other races. They adopted various esoteric 
practices, including astrology, divination, and rune magic, to connect with what 
they considered the ancient wisdom of the Aryans. The society also propagated 
anti-Semitic views, seeing Jews as the primary threat to Aryan purity and cultural 
renewal. 

3.1.2 Influence on Nazi Leadership 

The Thule Society's influence extended beyond its occult activities and into the 
political sphere, where it played a crucial role in the formation of the early Nazi 
Party. Key members of the Thule Society included prominent figures who would 
later become leading Nazis, such as Rudolf Hess, Alfred Rosenberg, and Dietrich 
Eckart. These individuals helped bridge the gap between the society's mystical 
beliefs and the emerging political movement led by Adolf Hitler. 

The society provided a platform for these early Nazi leaders to network and 
develop their ideas. Dietrich Eckart, a prominent Thule Society member, became 
a mentor to Adolf Hitler and introduced him to the society's mystical and 
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nationalist ideologies. Eckart believed that Hitler was the prophesied savior of 
Germany and played a significant role in shaping his early public persona. 

The Thule Society also facilitated the establishment of the German Workers' Party 
(DAP), which later evolved into the National Socialist German Workers' Party 
(NSDAP or Nazi Party). Members of the Thule Society provided financial support 
and organizational expertise, helping to transform the DAP from a small political 
group into a significant political force. 

3.2 Ahnenerbe: Research and Pseudoscience 

3.2.1 Foundation and Purpose 

The Ahnenerbe, officially known as the "Ancestral Heritage Research and 
Teaching Society," was founded in 1935 by Heinrich Himmler, Hermann Wirth, 
and Richard Walther Darré. Its primary purpose was to research the 
archaeological, cultural, and historical heritage of the Aryan race to support and 
legitimize Nazi racial theories. Himmler, the leader of the SS, envisioned the 
Ahnenerbe as a tool to provide scientific backing for the regime's ideological 
claims and to uncover the lost history of the Aryan people. 

The Ahnenerbe conducted extensive research in various fields, including 
archaeology, anthropology, and folklore. It organized expeditions to different 
parts of the world, including Tibet, Scandinavia, and the Middle East, in search of 
evidence that would support the Nazi myth of Aryan origins. These expeditions 
aimed to find ancient artifacts, texts, and other materials that could be 
interpreted as proof of a superior Aryan civilization. 

 

3.2.2 Cultural and Ideological Goals 

The cultural and ideological goals of the Ahnenerbe were closely aligned with the 
broader objectives of the Nazi regime. The organization sought to create a sense 
of pride and identity among the German people by constructing a glorified 
narrative of their racial heritage. By emphasizing the ancient and noble origins of 
the Aryan race, the Ahnenerbe aimed to foster a sense of racial unity and 
superiority. 
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The research conducted by the Ahnenerbe was often pseudoscientific, relying on 
selective interpretation and fabrication of evidence to fit the Nazi ideological 
framework. Despite its lack of scientific rigor, the findings were used extensively 
in Nazi propaganda to justify policies of racial purity, territorial expansion, and the 
subjugation of other races. 

One of the key cultural goals of the Ahnenerbe was to revive ancient Germanic 
traditions and integrate them into the cultural life of the Third Reich. This 
included promoting Germanic paganism, reviving old festivals and rituals, and 
incorporating runic symbols and other elements of Germanic mythology into Nazi 
iconography. The organization also sought to discredit Christianity, viewing it as a 
foreign influence that had corrupted the pure Aryan spirit. 

The Ahnenerbe's work had significant implications for Nazi policies, particularly in 
the areas of education, culture, and racial hygiene. The organization's research 
was used to shape the curriculum in schools, promote Aryan values and 
traditions, and provide a scientific veneer for the regime's racial policies. By 
constructing a mythic past and presenting it as historical fact, the Ahnenerbe 
played a crucial role in the ideological indoctrination of the German people and 
the legitimization of Nazi rule. 

In conclusion, the Thule Society and the Ahnenerbe were instrumental in shaping 
the occult and mystical dimensions of Nazi ideology. Through their esoteric 
beliefs, pseudoscientific research, and cultural activities, these organizations 
contributed to the construction of a mythic vision of Aryan supremacy that 
underpinned many of the regime's policies and actions. The next sections of this 
paper will delve deeper into the contributions of key figures and the specific 
symbols and rituals that characterized Nazi occultism. 

 

4. Key Figures and Their Beliefs 

4.1 Heinrich Himmler and Wewelsburg Castle 

4.1.1 Personal Beliefs 

Heinrich Himmler, one of the most powerful figures in the Nazi regime and the 
head of the SS (Schutzstaffel), harbored deep interest in the occult and mysticism. 
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Himmler was fascinated by ancient Germanic mythology, astrology, and various 
esoteric traditions, believing that these elements could be harnessed to create a 
new spiritual foundation for the Aryan race. His personal library included 
numerous books on occult topics, and he surrounded himself with advisers who 
shared his interests. 

Himmler viewed the SS not merely as a paramilitary organization but as a mystical 
brotherhood, a new knightly order rooted in the ancient traditions of the 
Germanic peoples. He saw the SS as the spiritual and racial elite of the Nazi state, 
destined to lead and purify the German nation. Himmler’s beliefs were heavily 
influenced by the romantic nationalism of the 19th century, which idealized the 
Germanic past and sought to revive its supposed virtues and traditions. 

Central to Himmler’s ideology was the belief in the racial superiority of the Aryans 
and the need to preserve their purity. He believed that the Aryan race had a 
unique destiny and that it was essential to reconnect with its ancient spiritual 
roots. This led him to incorporate elements of Germanic paganism and occultism 
into the rituals and symbolism of the SS. Himmler’s personal beliefs thus played a 
crucial role in shaping the mystical and esoteric dimensions of Nazi ideology. 

4.1.2 Wewelsburg Castle 

Wewelsburg Castle, located in Westphalia, Germany, became the ceremonial and 
ideological center of the SS under Himmler’s direction. Himmler envisioned the 
castle as a spiritual hub for the SS, where its leaders could immerse themselves in 
the mystical traditions of the Aryan race. He began extensive renovations of the 
castle in the 1930s, transforming it into a site of significant occult and symbolic 
importance. 

The North Tower of Wewelsburg Castle, in particular, was designed to serve as a 
ceremonial space. The centerpiece of this transformation was the so-called 
"Obergruppenführersaal" (Hall of Supreme Leaders), which featured a large black 
sun symbol on the floor. The Black Sun, composed of twelve radial sig runes, 
became one of the most potent symbols of Nazi occultism. It was intended to 
represent a source of mystical energy and the unity of the Aryan race. 

The crypt beneath the North Tower was another key feature of Wewelsburg 
Castle. This circular chamber, often referred to as the "SS Generals' Hall," was 
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designed for SS rituals and ceremonies. It included twelve pedestals, thought to 
symbolize the twelve knights of King Arthur's Round Table, reinterpreted in an 
Aryan context. The crypt was meant to be a place where SS leaders could 
meditate and connect with the spiritual heritage of the Germanic past. 

Wewelsburg Castle thus served as a physical manifestation of Himmler’s occult 
beliefs and his vision for the SS as a spiritual and racial elite. The rituals and 
symbols associated with the castle were intended to instill a sense of destiny and 
mission among SS members, reinforcing their commitment to the ideals of the 
Nazi state. 

4.2 Alfred Rosenberg and Pagan Mysticism 

4.2.1 Ideological Contributions 

Alfred Rosenberg was one of the principal ideologues of the Nazi Party and played 
a significant role in shaping its intellectual and spiritual foundations. His book, 
"The Myth of the Twentieth Century," published in 1930, became a foundational 
text for Nazi ideology. In this work, Rosenberg elaborated on the racial theories 
that underpinned Nazi beliefs, emphasizing the supposed superiority of the Aryan 
race and the need to preserve its purity. 

Rosenberg’s ideas extended beyond racial theory to encompass a broader vision 
of cultural and spiritual renewal. He believed that the decline of Western 
civilization was due to the corrupting influence of Jews and other "inferior" races, 
as well as the negative impact of Christianity, which he saw as a Semitic religion 
that had weakened the Aryan spirit. Rosenberg argued for a return to the ancient 
Germanic and pagan traditions, which he believed were the true spiritual heritage 
of the Aryan race. 

Rosenberg’s ideological contributions included the promotion of a new pagan 
religion for the Nazi state. He envisioned a faith that would reject Christianity and 
embrace the values and symbols of the ancient Germanic past. This new religion 
would serve to unify the Aryan race and provide a spiritual foundation for the 
Nazi vision of the future. 
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4.2.2 Pagan and Anti-Christian Elements 

Rosenberg’s disdain for Christianity was rooted in his belief that it was 
fundamentally incompatible with the values and goals of the Nazi state. He 
viewed Christianity as a religion of weakness and submission, in contrast to the 
strength and vitality of the ancient Germanic pagan traditions. Rosenberg argued 
that Christianity’s emphasis on compassion and humility undermined the racial 
and national pride that he believed were essential for the Aryan race. 

As a result, Rosenberg promoted the revival of Germanic paganism, which he saw 
as embodying the true spirit of the Aryan people. He advocated for the 
celebration of ancient festivals, the use of runic symbols, and the incorporation of 
pagan rituals into the cultural life of the Third Reich. This revival of paganism was 
intended to create a sense of continuity with the past and to foster a spiritual 
unity among the German people. 

Rosenberg’s anti-Christian stance also had practical implications for Nazi policies. 
He supported efforts to undermine the influence of the Christian churches in 
Germany, promoting instead the development of a state-controlled "Positive 
Christianity" that would align with Nazi ideals. This version of Christianity would 
strip away its Semitic elements and focus on the values of racial purity and 
national pride. 

In conclusion, Heinrich Himmler and Alfred Rosenberg were instrumental in 
integrating occult and mystical elements into Nazi ideology. Himmler’s vision for 
the SS and his transformation of Wewelsburg Castle into a center of occult 
practices reflected his belief in the spiritual and racial mission of the Aryan race. 
Rosenberg’s promotion of paganism and his rejection of Christianity were key 
components of his broader ideological contributions, aimed at creating a new 
spiritual foundation for the Nazi state. Together, their beliefs and actions played a 
significant role in shaping the esoteric dimensions of Nazi ideology and practices. 
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5. Occult Symbols and Practices 

5.1 The Black Sun and Other Symbols 

5.1.1 Symbolism and Usage 

The Nazi regime extensively used symbols to convey their ideology, many of 
which drew on ancient and mystical traditions. Among these, the Black Sun 
(Schwarze Sonne) stands out as one of the most significant and enigmatic. The 
Black Sun is a design composed of twelve radial sig runes arranged in a circular 
pattern. It was prominently displayed in the Obergruppenführersaal (Hall of 
Supreme Leaders) at Wewelsburg Castle, which Heinrich Himmler intended to be 
the spiritual center of the SS. 

The Black Sun symbol was used to evoke connections to ancient Germanic and 
Nordic mythology, suggesting a source of immense power and spiritual 
significance. It symbolized the esoteric and racial ideals of the SS, representing 
the inner circle of SS leadership and their mystical mission. The use of the Black 
Sun also aimed to create an aura of ancient legitimacy and continuity with a 
mythic Aryan past. 

Other symbols used by the Nazis included various runes, particularly the Sig rune 
(ᛋ), which was adapted into the SS logo. The use of runes, ancient alphabetic 
characters used by Germanic tribes, was meant to evoke a connection to the early 
Aryan ancestors. The Hagal rune (ᚼ), symbolizing protection and life, and the Tyr 
rune (ᛏ), representing warrior virtues and victory, were also frequently employed 
in Nazi insignia and rituals. 

Swastikas, although primarily associated with broader Nazi symbolism, also had a 
mystical and esoteric dimension. The swastika was an ancient symbol used in 
various cultures around the world, often associated with good luck and 
auspiciousness. The Nazis appropriated it to symbolize Aryan identity and racial 
purity, transforming it into a central emblem of their ideology. 

5.1.2 Esoteric Significance 

The esoteric significance of these symbols was deeply embedded in Nazi 
occultism. The Black Sun, for instance, was not merely a decorative emblem but 
was believed to be a representation of an invisible, mystical force that guided the 
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destiny of the Aryan race. It was thought to symbolize a hidden source of power, 
akin to an inner sun, that radiated spiritual energy to the SS elite. This symbol was 
intended to inspire awe and loyalty among SS members, reinforcing their sense of 
belonging to a sacred and powerful order. 

Runes, with their origins in ancient Germanic and Nordic traditions, were believed 
to possess magical properties and were used in various rituals to invoke 
protection, strength, and victory. The Sig rune, specifically, was associated with 
the sun and victory, aligning with the Nazi emphasis on martial prowess and racial 
superiority. The incorporation of runes into Nazi symbolism was meant to tap into 
these perceived mystical powers, enhancing the spiritual aura of the regime. 

The swastika's esoteric significance lay in its association with the Aryan race's 
supposed ancient and noble heritage. By adopting this symbol, the Nazis sought 
to invoke the glory of a mythic past and create a sense of historical continuity. 
The swastika's rotation, often depicted as moving forward, symbolized the 
dynamic and progressive nature of the Nazi movement, aiming to lead the Aryan 
race to a new golden age. 

5.2 Rituals and Ceremonies 

5.2.1 SS Ceremonies 

The SS, under Himmler's leadership, developed a series of rituals and ceremonies 
that were infused with occult and mystical elements. These ceremonies were 
designed to foster a sense of unity, loyalty, and spiritual mission among SS 
members, transforming the organization into a quasi-religious order. 

One of the most significant ceremonies was the annual celebration of the winter 
solstice, a traditional Germanic pagan festival that marked the return of the sun 
and the renewal of life. The SS solstice celebrations included bonfires, torchlight 
processions, and the recitation of ancient Germanic poems and hymns. These 
ceremonies were intended to reconnect SS members with their supposed Aryan 
ancestors and reinforce their commitment to the Nazi cause. 

Initiation rituals for new SS members were also imbued with mystical significance. 
These ceremonies often took place at night, in candle-lit settings, and involved 
the swearing of oaths of loyalty to Hitler and the SS. The use of ancient symbols, 
such as runes and the swastika, and the invocation of Germanic gods and heroes, 
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aimed to create a powerful spiritual experience for the initiates, binding them to 
the SS brotherhood. 

The death of an SS member was marked by a solemn funeral ceremony that 
combined military and mystical elements. The body was often laid out in a rune-
inscribed coffin, and the ceremony included the lighting of candles and the 
recitation of verses that emphasized the eternal nature of the Aryan spirit. These 
funerals were designed to honor the deceased as a warrior who had given his life 
for the Aryan cause, reinforcing the SS's self-image as a sacred and immortal 
order. 

5.2.2 Occult Practices 

Beyond formal ceremonies, the SS and other Nazi organizations engaged in 
various occult practices that reflected their belief in mystical forces and the 
supernatural. These practices included astrology, divination, and the use of 
talismans and amulets believed to possess magical properties. 

Astrology played a significant role in Nazi occultism, with many Nazi leaders, 
including Himmler and Hess, consulting astrologers to guide their decisions. 
Astrological charts were used to determine auspicious dates for important events, 
such as military campaigns and political actions. The belief in astrological 
influence extended to the personal lives of Nazi leaders, who sought guidance on 
matters ranging from health to relationships. 

Divination practices, such as rune casting and scrying (gazing into reflective 
surfaces to gain insight), were also employed by the SS. These practices were 
believed to provide access to hidden knowledge and the guidance of ancestral 
spirits. Himmler and his inner circle often consulted diviners to gain insights into 
the future and to seek advice on strategic decisions. 

Talismans and amulets, inscribed with runes or other mystical symbols, were 
commonly used by SS members as protective charms. These items were believed 
to offer protection against physical and spiritual harm, enhance strength and 
courage, and ensure success in battle. The use of such objects reflected the deep-
seated belief in the power of magic and the supernatural within the SS. 

In summary, the Nazi regime's use of occult symbols and practices was a crucial 
aspect of their ideological and spiritual framework. Symbols such as the Black Sun, 
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runes, and the swastika carried profound esoteric significance, reinforcing the 
regime's connection to a mythic Aryan past and imbuing their actions with a sense 
of mystical destiny. The rituals and ceremonies of the SS, along with various 
occult practices, served to create a powerful spiritual experience for its members, 
binding them to the Nazi cause and enhancing their sense of mission and 
purpose. These elements of Nazi occultism provide a deeper understanding of the 
regime's ideological underpinnings and the ways in which they sought to 
manipulate cultural and religious symbols for political ends. 

 

6. Philosophical and Theological Influences 

6.1 Friedrich Nietzsche: Misinterpretation and Appropriation 

6.1.1 Übermensch and Will to Power 

Friedrich Nietzsche's philosophy, particularly his concepts of the Übermensch 
(Overman) and the Will to Power, was misappropriated by the Nazis to support 
their ideology. Nietzsche's Übermensch represents an individual who transcends 
the conventional boundaries of morality and society, creating their own values 
and living beyond the constraints of traditional ethics. For Nietzsche, this concept 
was a call for individual empowerment and the overcoming of mediocrity. 

The Will to Power, another central tenet of Nietzsche's philosophy, describes the 
fundamental driving force in humans to assert and enhance their own existence. 
Nietzsche viewed this as a creative and life-affirming force, urging individuals to 
strive for greatness and self-realization. 

6.1.2 Philosophical Distortion 

The Nazis distorted Nietzsche’s ideas to fit their narrative of Aryan supremacy and 
the rejection of traditional values. They interpreted the Übermensch as a racial 
ideal, epitomizing the Aryan master race that was destined to dominate and rule 
over others. Hitler and other Nazi leaders saw themselves as embodying the 
qualities of the Übermensch, justifying their brutal policies and expansionist 
ambitions as expressions of the Will to Power. 

Nietzsche’s critique of Christianity, which he saw as promoting weakness and 
slave morality, was also co-opted by the Nazis to support their anti-Christian 
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stance. They selectively used Nietzsche's writings to attack Christian values and 
promote their own ideology of strength, dominance, and racial purity. This 
philosophical distortion ignored the nuanced and often anti-authoritarian aspects 
of Nietzsche's work, turning it into a tool of totalitarian propaganda. 

6.2 Arthur de Gobineau and Houston Stewart Chamberlain: Racial Theories 

6.2.1 Gobineau’s Racial Theory 

Arthur de Gobineau, a 19th-century French aristocrat, is best known for his work 
"An Essay on the Inequality of the Human Races," in which he argued that the fate 
of civilizations is determined by racial composition. Gobineau posited that the 
Aryan race was superior and that the decline of civilizations was due to racial 
mixing, which he believed led to degeneration and loss of vitality. 

Gobineau's theories provided a pseudo-scientific basis for the idea of racial purity 
and the hierarchy of races, concepts that were eagerly adopted by the Nazis to 
justify their racial policies and ideology. His work was influential in shaping the 
racial discourse of the time and laid the groundwork for later, more radical racial 
theories. 

6.2.2 Chamberlain’s Influence 

Houston Stewart Chamberlain, an English-German philosopher and writer, 
expanded upon Gobineau's ideas and became one of the most important racial 
theorists of the early 20th century. In his seminal work, "The Foundations of the 
Nineteenth Century," Chamberlain argued for the racial superiority of the Aryans 
and identified Jews as the primary threat to European culture and civilization. 

Chamberlain's influence on Nazi ideology was profound. He was a close associate 
of prominent German nationalists and a supporter of the early Nazi movement. 
His ideas about racial purity, anti-Semitism, and the need for a cultural and racial 
revival were integral to the development of Nazi racial theory. Hitler himself 
praised Chamberlain's work, and many of Chamberlain's concepts were 
incorporated into Nazi propaganda and policy. 
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6.3 Madame Blavatsky and Theosophy: Esoteric Beliefs 

6.3.1 Root Races and Aryan Mysticism 

Helena Petrovna Blavatsky, a Russian occultist and founder of the Theosophical 
Society, introduced the concept of root races in her esoteric teachings. According 
to Blavatsky, humanity evolved through a series of root races, each representing 
different stages of spiritual and physical development. The Aryans were 
considered the fifth root race, destined to lead humanity to a higher spiritual 
evolution. 

Blavatsky’s ideas about the Aryan race and ancient wisdom influenced early 20th-
century occultism and, indirectly, Nazi ideology. Although not a Nazi herself, her 
teachings provided a mystical framework that the Nazis could adapt to their racial 
theories. The notion of Aryan mysticism and a divine destiny for the Aryan race 
resonated with the Nazis' own beliefs about racial superiority and historical 
mission. 

6.3.2 Esoteric Practices 

Theosophy promoted various esoteric practices aimed at spiritual development, 
such as meditation, astral projection, and the study of ancient wisdom texts. 
These practices were intended to reconnect individuals with their spiritual 
heritage and unlock hidden knowledge. 

The Nazis, particularly figures like Himmler, incorporated elements of Theosophy 
into their own mystical practices. The idea of accessing ancient wisdom and 
spiritual power through esoteric means fit well with the Nazi emphasis on 
reconnecting with a mythic Aryan past. The adoption of these practices helped to 
create a sense of mystical legitimacy and spiritual authority within the Nazi 
leadership. 

6.4 Martin Heidegger: Existentialism and National Socialism 

6.4.1 Philosophical Support 

Martin Heidegger, one of the most prominent German philosophers of the 20th 
century, initially supported the Nazi regime and became a member of the Nazi 
Party in 1933. Heidegger’s existentialist philosophy, particularly his concepts of 
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Being and authenticity, was seen by some as compatible with Nazi ideals of 
national destiny and individual duty. 

Heidegger’s philosophy emphasized the importance of living authentically, being 
true to one's own potential, and embracing one's historical and cultural context. 
For Heidegger, this involved a deep connection to one's heritage and a rejection 
of the alienation of modern, technological society. These ideas resonated with the 
Nazi emphasis on racial purity, national revival, and the rejection of modernity's 
perceived decadence. 

6.4.2 Controversial Legacy 

Heidegger’s involvement with the Nazi regime has been the subject of extensive 
debate and controversy. While some argue that his philosophical ideas were co-
opted and misinterpreted by the Nazis, others believe that there were genuine 
affinities between his thought and Nazi ideology. 

After the war, Heidegger distanced himself from the Nazi Party and its actions, 
but his legacy remains tainted by his political affiliations. The controversy over 
Heidegger's Nazism continues to affect the interpretation of his philosophical 
work, raising important questions about the relationship between philosophy and 
political ideology. 

6.5 Guido von List and Jörg Lanz von Liebenfels: Ariosophy 

6.5.1 Germanic Mysticism 

Guido von List and Jörg Lanz von Liebenfels were Austrian occultists who 
developed Ariosophy, a blend of Germanic mysticism and racial theory. List 
believed in a mystical connection between the Aryan race and the ancient 
Germanic gods, promoting the revival of Germanic paganism and the use of runes 
as sacred symbols. 

List’s ideas included the belief that the ancient Aryans possessed secret 
knowledge and spiritual power, which had been lost over the centuries due to 
racial mixing and the influence of Christianity. He argued for the restoration of 
these ancient traditions to revive the Aryan race's spiritual and cultural greatness. 
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6.5.2 Occult Practices 

Lanz von Liebenfels expanded on List's ideas, incorporating more explicit racial 
and anti-Semitic elements. He founded the Order of the New Templars, a secret 
society that combined Germanic mysticism with a militant form of Aryan 
racialism. Lanz promoted the idea of Aryan racial purity and the need to eliminate 
Jews and other "inferior" races to restore the Aryan race’s spiritual power. 

Lanz’s occult practices included rituals designed to invoke the power of the 
ancient Germanic gods, the use of runes for magical purposes, and the study of 
esoteric texts that he believed contained hidden Aryan wisdom. These practices 
were aimed at creating a new spiritual elite that would lead the Aryan race to 
dominance. 

The ideas of List and Lanz heavily influenced the early Nazi movement, 
particularly through the Thule Society and other völkisch (folkish) groups that 
sought to blend nationalism, racism, and occultism. Their emphasis on Germanic 
mysticism and racial purity provided a spiritual and ideological foundation for Nazi 
occultism. 

In conclusion, the philosophical and theological influences on Nazi occultism were 
diverse and complex. Figures like Nietzsche, Gobineau, Chamberlain, Blavatsky, 
Heidegger, List, and Lanz provided a range of ideas that the Nazis selectively 
appropriated and distorted to support their ideology. These influences 
contributed to the creation of a mythic vision of Aryan supremacy and a spiritual 
framework that justified the regime’s brutal policies and actions. By examining 
these influences, we gain a deeper understanding of the ideological 
underpinnings of Nazi occultism and the ways in which the regime manipulated 
philosophical and religious ideas for political ends. 
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7. Case Studies and Analysis 

7.1 Himmler’s Crypt at Wewelsburg Castle 

7.1.1 Design and Purpose 

Heinrich Himmler’s transformation of Wewelsburg Castle into a spiritual and 
ideological center for the SS is one of the most striking examples of Nazi occultism 
in practice. Located in Westphalia, Germany, the castle underwent extensive 
renovations in the 1930s under Himmler’s direction, with the intent of making it 
the nucleus of SS ceremonial life. 

The North Tower of Wewelsburg Castle, specifically the crypt beneath it, was 
designed to serve as a ceremonial space for the SS leadership. This crypt, often 
referred to as the "SS Generals' Hall" or the "Realm of the Dead," was circular, 
emphasizing the concept of eternity and unity. The crypt featured twelve low 
pedestals arranged around its circumference, thought to symbolize the twelve 
Knights of the Round Table, reinterpreted to represent the twelve highest-ranking 
SS officers. 

Above the crypt, in the Obergruppenführersaal (Hall of Supreme Leaders), the 
floor was inlaid with the Black Sun symbol. This space was intended for high-level 
SS meetings and rituals, further emphasizing the castle’s role as a spiritual hub for 
the SS. 

The design of these spaces was highly symbolic, intended to evoke the power and 
continuity of the Aryan race. The circular layout of the crypt and the prominent 
use of the Black Sun symbol were meant to instill a sense of mystical unity and 
eternal strength among the SS leaders. The castle's overall design aimed to create 
an environment that was both awe-inspiring and spiritually significant, aligning 
with Himmler’s vision of the SS as a new knightly order rooted in ancient 
Germanic traditions. 

7.1.2 Symbolic Significance 

The symbolic significance of Himmler’s crypt at Wewelsburg Castle is deeply 
rooted in Nazi occultism and the broader ideological goals of the SS. The Black 
Sun symbol, composed of twelve radial sig runes, was intended to represent a 
hidden source of power and enlightenment. It symbolized the eternal, cyclical 
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nature of time and the universe, suggesting that the Aryan race was destined to 
rise and dominate through this cosmic force. 

The twelve pedestals in the crypt not only evoked the Knights of the Round Table 
but also implied a sacred council of SS leaders, each with a significant role in the 
spiritual and ideological guidance of the Nazi state. This arrangement was 
designed to create a sense of sacred duty and eternal brotherhood among the SS 
elite, reinforcing their commitment to the Nazi cause. 

The use of runes and other mystical symbols throughout the castle further 
emphasized the connection to ancient Germanic traditions. These symbols were 
believed to carry magical properties and were intended to imbue the space with 
spiritual energy, creating an environment that was both physically imposing and 
spiritually charged. 

The rituals performed in these spaces were designed to deepen the mystical 
bonds among SS members and reinforce their sense of mission. By creating a 
physical space that embodied their esoteric beliefs, Himmler aimed to foster a 
spiritual unity that would strengthen the ideological resolve of the SS, ensuring 
their loyalty and dedication to the Nazi vision. 

7.2 Thule Society Procession 

7.2.1 Ceremonial Imagery 

The Thule Society, with its roots in German nationalist and occult traditions, 
played a significant role in shaping the ceremonial practices that would later be 
adopted by the Nazi Party. The society’s processions and rituals were rich in 
symbolic imagery, designed to evoke the mystical and heroic past of the Aryan 
race. 

Members of the Thule Society often dressed in white robes and hoods, carrying 
staffs adorned with esoteric symbols. These processions were carefully 
choreographed to create a powerful visual impact, with participants arranged in 
geometric patterns that were believed to channel spiritual energy. The use of 
torches and bonfires in these ceremonies added to the dramatic effect, creating 
an atmosphere that was both solemn and awe-inspiring. 
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Central to these processions was the display of symbols such as the swastika, 
runes, and other mystical emblems. These symbols were prominently featured on 
banners, amulets, and ceremonial objects, reinforcing the society’s connection to 
ancient Germanic traditions and its belief in the spiritual destiny of the Aryan 
race. 

The imagery used in Thule Society processions was intended to create a sense of 
historical continuity and spiritual revival. By invoking the symbols and rituals of 
the past, the society aimed to inspire its members with a sense of purpose and 
destiny, reinforcing their commitment to the nationalist and racialist ideals that 
would later be adopted by the Nazi Party. 

7.2.2 Influence on Nazi Rituals 

The ceremonial practices of the Thule Society had a profound influence on the 
rituals and imagery of the Nazi Party. Many early Nazi leaders, including Rudolf 
Hess and Dietrich Eckart, were members of the Thule Society, and they brought 
its esoteric traditions into the emerging Nazi movement. 

The use of symbols such as the swastika and runes became central to Nazi 
iconography, adopted not only for their visual impact but also for their supposed 
mystical significance. These symbols were believed to carry ancient Aryan power 
and were used extensively in Nazi propaganda, uniforms, and architecture to 
create a sense of unity and purpose. 

Nazi ceremonies, such as the Nuremberg rallies, incorporated many elements of 
Thule Society processions. The choreography, use of torches, and dramatic 
staging were designed to create a powerful emotional and psychological effect on 
participants and observers alike. These ceremonies were intended to evoke a 
sense of historical destiny and to bind the German people to the Nazi cause 
through shared symbols and rituals. 

The influence of Thule Society imagery extended to the SS, which adopted many 
of its ceremonial practices. SS initiation rituals, solstice celebrations, and other 
ceremonies were infused with the mystical elements pioneered by the Thule 
Society, reinforcing the sense of the SS as a sacred brotherhood with a divine 
mission. 
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In conclusion, the case studies of Himmler’s crypt at Wewelsburg Castle and the 
Thule Society processions provide concrete examples of how occultism 
manifested in Nazi practices. The design and symbolism of Wewelsburg Castle 
reflected Himmler’s vision of the SS as a spiritual elite, while the ceremonial 
imagery of the Thule Society influenced the broader rituals and propaganda of the 
Nazi Party. These examples illustrate the depth of the Nazi regime's engagement 
with occult symbols and practices, highlighting their role in shaping the 
ideological and spiritual framework of the Third Reich. 

 

Conclusion 

The integration of occultism into Nazi ideology and practices was a complex and 
multifaceted phenomenon that played a significant role in shaping the Third 
Reich's identity and actions. By examining the historical roots, key figures, 
symbolic practices, and philosophical influences, we gain a comprehensive 
understanding of how the Nazis incorporated esoteric beliefs and mystical 
traditions into their political and social agenda. 

The historical context provided by the Thule Society and the Ahnenerbe 
demonstrates how early 20th-century German occultism and pseudoscientific 
racial theories laid the groundwork for Nazi mysticism. The Thule Society, with its 
nationalist and occultist beliefs, influenced the early Nazi leadership and 
contributed to the development of Nazi racial and ideological doctrines. Similarly, 
the Ahnenerbe's focus on uncovering the supposed ancient Aryan heritage 
provided a pseudo-scientific veneer to Nazi racial policies, reinforcing the regime's 
claims of racial superiority and historical destiny. 

Key figures such as Heinrich Himmler and Alfred Rosenberg were instrumental in 
integrating occultism into the fabric of the Nazi state. Himmler's transformation 
of Wewelsburg Castle into a center of SS occult practices and rituals exemplified 
his vision of the SS as a spiritual elite with a divine mission. Rosenberg's 
promotion of paganism and his rejection of Christianity provided a spiritual and 
ideological foundation for the Nazi state, emphasizing the need to reconnect with 
the supposed ancient Germanic traditions. 
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The use of occult symbols and practices, including the Black Sun, runes, and 
various ceremonial rituals, played a crucial role in creating a sense of mystical 
legitimacy and spiritual authority within the Nazi regime. These symbols were not 
merely decorative but carried deep esoteric significance, reinforcing the 
connection to a mythic Aryan past and imbuing the Nazi cause with a sense of 
historical continuity and cosmic destiny. 

Philosophical and theological influences on Nazi occultism were diverse and often 
involved the misinterpretation and distortion of various thinkers' ideas. 
Nietzsche's concepts of the Übermensch and the Will to Power, Gobineau's racial 
theories, Chamberlain's racialist ideas, Blavatsky's Theosophy, Heidegger's 
existentialism, and the Germanic mysticism of List and Lanz all contributed to the 
ideological framework of the Nazi state. By selectively appropriating and twisting 
these ideas, the Nazis created a unique blend of occultism, racial theory, and 
nationalist fervor that justified their brutal policies and expansionist ambitions. 

The case studies of Himmler’s crypt at Wewelsburg Castle and the Thule Society 
processions provide concrete examples of how these occult influences manifested 
in Nazi practices. The design and symbolism of Wewelsburg Castle, with its Black 
Sun symbol and ceremonial spaces, reflected Himmler’s vision of the SS as a 
spiritual and ideological elite. The ceremonial imagery and rituals of the Thule 
Society, with their emphasis on ancient symbols and dramatic staging, influenced 
the broader rituals and propaganda of the Nazi Party, creating a powerful 
emotional and psychological impact on participants and observers alike. 

In reflecting on the broader implications of Nazi occultism, it is essential to 
recognize the dangers of ideological distortion and the manipulation of cultural 
and religious symbols for political ends. The Nazi regime's appropriation of occult 
and mystical traditions served to legitimize their brutal actions and policies, 
providing a veneer of spiritual and historical justification for their crimes. This 
manipulation of symbols and ideas underscores the need for critical examination 
and vigilance in the face of similar ideological movements in the present and 
future. 

By providing a comprehensive understanding of the intersection of politics, 
ideology, and esoteric beliefs in the context of the Nazi regime, this paper 
contributes to the ongoing discourse on the nature of extremism and the use of 
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occultism in shaping political and social agendas. The study of Nazi occultism 
offers valuable insights into the mechanisms of ideological manipulation and the 
importance of preserving the integrity of cultural and religious symbols in the face 
of political exploitation. 
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