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The journey from ancient Israel, as depicted in sacred scriptures,
to today's modern State of Israel, is a captivating tale of faith,
endurance, and evolution. This transformation touches not only
upon territorial boundaries but also the very essence of leadership
and governance. In ancient times, divinely appointed prophets,
judges, and kings shepherded the people of Israel, each serving
distinctive spiritual and executive roles. Fast forward to today,
Israel's parliamentary democracy showcases an entirely different
landscape with roles like that of the President, which is more
symbolic than executive. This exploration delves into the nuances
of these leadership dynamics, contrasting the biblical depiction of
Israelite leaders with today's political figures, and underscores the
profound changes in leadership philosophy over millennia.

Keywords: ancient Israel, modern State of Israel, leadership
evolution, biblical leadership, prophets, judges, kings,
parliamentary democracy, ceremonial presidency, governance,
divine appointment, executive authority, spiritual authority,
leadership philosophy.

Note: Today is “Israel’s 911”.


mailto:doug@youvan.com

Introduction: Between Ancient Promises and Modern Politics

In the intricate tapestry of the Bible, the term "Israel" weaves a
story that bridges centuries, encapsulating both a people and a
promise. From the time of Abraham, when the foundations of a
nation were first laid, to the period of the monarchies and beyond,
the narrative of Israel is central to the Old and New Testaments
alike. It is a term laden with spiritual significance, denoting not just
a geographical entity but also an evolving relationship between
God and His chosen people.

At the very heart of this relationship is the covenant—a divine
contract sealed between God and Abraham. Genesis 12:2-3 lays
down the foundation: "I will make you into a great nation, and | will
bless you; | will make your name great, and you will be a blessing.
| will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you | will
curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” This
promise, both profound and expansive, set in motion a sequence
of events that would see the descendants of Abraham become a
great nation, enduring times of prosperity, exile, and ultimately,
restoration.

Fast forward to the 20th century, and we witness the
establishment of the modern State of Israel. Rising from the
ashes of historical tragedies and informed by the Zionist
movement's aspirations, this geopolitical entity sought to provide
a homeland for the Jewish people. But as the modern State took
shape amidst political maneuvers, wars, and international
negotiations, a question arose: How does this contemporary
nation-state relate to the Biblical concept of Israel?

The answer is far from simple. For some, the creation of the
modern State of Israel represents a fulfillment of biblical
prophecies, a miraculous return to the ancestral land. Yet, for
others, especially when approached from a New Testament



perspective, the true essence of "Israel" transcends physical
borders or political constructs. Instead, it hinges on faith, spiritual
inheritance, and a deeper understanding of God's promises.

As we embark on this exploration, we'll delve into the complexities
of the term "Israel" as presented in the Bible, juxtaposing it with
the realities of the modern State. In doing so, we aim to uncover
layers of meaning, navigating the nuanced divide between ancient
spiritual promises and contemporary political realities.

Historical Context of Israel: An Odyssey of Faith and
Nationhood

The narrative of Israel is as old as the recorded annals of faith.
This journey begins with a singular individual, Abraham, and
eventually radiates outward, encompassing a nation with a deeply
woven history marked by moments of divine intervention, trials,
triumphs, and tragedies.

From Nomad to Nation: Abraham to the Second Temple
Period

The story of Israel starts with Abraham, originally Abram, a man
summoned by God from the city of Ur in Mesopotamia. His
obedience to divine call, as recorded in Genesis, paved the way
for a covenantal relationship between God and his descendants.
This covenant, steeped in promises of land, progeny, and
blessings, became the bedrock upon which the nation of Israel
would be established.

Abraham's grandson Jacob, later renamed Israel after a
transformative encounter with God, would father twelve sons.
These sons would be the progenitors of the Twelve Tribes of
Israel. Years of famine led these tribes to Egypt, where they



eventually found themselves in the throes of oppression. Yet,
deliverance wasn't far. Moses, under divine guidance, led the
Israelites out of Egyptian bondage, an exodus that culminated at
Mount Sinai with the giving of the Law—another pivotal
covenantal moment.

The subsequent conquest of Canaan under leaders like Joshua
saw the establishment of Israel in the promised land. Over time,
the confederation of tribes transitioned into a monarchy, with Saul
as its first king. David, his successor, not only expanded the
kingdom's borders but also made Jerusalem its spiritual and
political capital. Solomon, David's son, erected the First Temple,
symbolizing God's presence amidst His people.

However, internal strife and external pressures eventually
fragmented this united kingdom. The nation split into the northern
Kingdom of Israel and the southern Kingdom of Judah. With time,
both fell to foreign empires: Israel to the Assyrians and Judah to
the Babylonians, leading to the destruction of the First Temple.

Exiled from their land, the people of Judah languished in Babylon
until the rise of the Persian Empire. King Cyrus's decree allowed
them to return and rebuild. The construction of the Second
Temple during this period marked a renaissance of Jewish
religious and communal life, even under the shadow of
successive empires like the Persians, Greeks, and Romans.

The Phoenix Rises: The Modern State of Israel

Fast forward to the twilight of World War Il. The horrors of the
Holocaust intensified the calls for a Jewish homeland. The Zionist
movement, which had gained momentum in the late 19th and
early 20th centuries, sought to re-establish Jewish sovereignty in
Palestine. Following the Balfour Declaration, the British Mandate,
and decades of migration and conflict, the United Nations voted



for the partition of Palestine in 1947. A year later, in 1948, David
Ben-Gurion declared the establishment of the State of Israel.

The birth of this modern nation wasn't without its birth pangs.
Wars with neighboring countries, internal tensions, and the
ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict have shaped its history. Yet,
amidst these challenges, Israel emerged as a hub of innovation, a
vibrant democracy, and a focal point for Jewish identity.

This modern incarnation of Israel also evoked profound religious
discussions. For many Jews, the State's establishment signaled
the realization of age-old aspirations, a refuge after centuries of
diaspora and persecution. Among Christians, especially those
influenced by dispensationalist theology, Israel's rebirth was seen
in the context of biblical prophecies, raising questions about the
end times and the fulfillment of God's promises.

In essence, while ancient Israel's narrative was woven around
divine covenants and providence, the modern State of Israel
emerged from political ideologies, historical circumstances, and a
relentless quest for identity and safety. Recognizing these
different origins is crucial when navigating discussions around
their respective significances in faith and global geopolitics.

The Promised Descendants: An Old Testament Perspective

In the Old Testament, the thread that interlinks many narratives is
the unwavering promise God made to Abraham and its
subsequent unfolding across generations. This divine assurance
not only became the foundation for the identity of the Israelite
nation but also underscored the cruciality of lineage and ancestry
in their worldview.



God's Covenant with Abraham: More than Stars and Sand

Genesis is replete with moments that capture the essence of
God's promises to Abraham. One of the most poignant of these
encounters happens when God beckons Abraham outside and
asks him to count the stars, asserting, "So shall your offspring be
(Genesis 15:5). It wasn't merely about numbers; it was an
assurance of continuity, legacy, and divine favor.

In a culture where progeny was viewed as a sign of blessing, this
promise was profound. But God's commitment went beyond mere
descendants. The promise encapsulated land (Genesis 15:18-21)
and blessings that would extend to "all families of the earth"
(Genesis 12:3). This covenant, sealed with rituals and reiterated
multiple times, solidified Abraham's role and, by extension, that of
his descendants, as God's chosen people.

Physical Lineage: The Bedrock of Identity and Divine
Relationship

Throughout the Old Testament, lineage wasn't just a genealogical
record; it was a testament to divine intervention and a lineage of
faith. From Abraham's son Isaac, chosen over Ishmael, to Jacob,
later named Israel, over Esau, the narrative underscores the idea
that God's promises were selectively channeled through specific
lineages.

This importance of physical descent is seen in various facets:

1. Genealogies: Books like Chronicles and Numbers
meticulously list genealogies, tracing the lineage of tribes
and clans. Such records weren't mere historical accounts but
affirmed one's identity and place within the larger Israelite
community.

2. Land Allotment: The distribution of the Promised Land
among the Twelve Tribes during Joshua's time was based



on lineage. Each tribe received a portion, ensuring that the
promise of land to Abraham's descendants was tangibly
realized.

3. Priestly Line: The lineage of Aaron was designated for
priestly duties. Only those from the Levitical line could serve
in the temple, emphasizing that specific spiritual roles were
bound to lineage.

4. Davidic Line: God's covenant with David, guaranteeing that
his descendants would forever reign over Israel, places
lineage at the core of Israel's monarchy. This promise not
only held political implications but also spiritual ones, with
the anticipation of a Messianic figure emerging from David's
line.

5. Preservation Amidst Adversity: Even during periods of
exile, when the very existence of Israel seemed threatened,
the preservation of lineage and the hope embedded in God's
promises became a source of comfort and resilience.

In essence, the Old Testament paints a picture where physical
lineage serves as the conduit through which divine promises flow.
It's a tangible marker of identity, responsibility, and divine favor.
The chronicles of patriarchs, judges, kings, and prophets are
intrinsically tied to the assurance given to Abraham — a promise
that would shape the destiny of a people and their relationship
with God.

Transition to the New Testament: A Shifting Understanding

The New Testament heralds a transformative chapter in the
narrative of God’s interaction with humanity. At the epicenter of
this transformation stands Jesus Christ, whose life, teachings,
death, and resurrection bring about profound shifts in religious
paradigms. These shifts not only challenge long-held notions of



lineage and identity but also forge a new path of spiritual
understanding and belonging.

The Revolutionary Teachings of Jesus Christ: Beyond
Boundaries

From the onset of His ministry, Jesus presented ideas that both
fulfilled and transcended traditional Jewish thought. He frequently
employed phrases like "the Kingdom of God" or "the Kingdom of
Heaven," emphasizing a realm that was spiritual and not
necessarily geo-political, challenging conventional hopes of a
Messiah who would establish a physical kingdom to liberate Israel
from Roman rule.

Furthermore, Jesus' interactions with various individuals
underscored a broadened scope of divine favor. Whether it was
praising the faith of a Roman centurion (Matthew 8:5-13) or
conversing with a Samaritan woman (John 4:1-42) — a double
taboo given the enmity between Jews and Samaritans and the
cultural restrictions about men engaging with unrelated women —
Jesus consistently highlighted that faith and genuine spiritual
seeking were more significant than ethnic or cultural boundaries.

His parables, such as that of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-
37), further dismantled traditional boundaries, suggesting that
righteousness and neighborly love were not exclusive to a
particular lineage or group.

The Early Christian Community: Navigating New ldentity
Terrains

As the message of Jesus began to spread, catalyzed by the
efforts of apostles and early believers, it encountered diverse
audiences. The burgeoning Christian community comprised both
Jews who believed in Jesus as the Messiah and Gentiles who
were drawn to His message.



This mix ignited intense debates about identity:

1. Circumcision Debate: A significant point of contention was
whether Gentile believers needed to be circumcised — a
traditional mark of the Abrahamic covenant — to be part of
the Christian community. The Council of Jerusalem, as
documented in Acts 15, concluded that Gentiles did not need
to undergo circumcision, signifying a departure from
ritualistic markers of identity.

2. Law and Grace: The role of the Mosaic Law in this new faith
trajectory was another hotly debated topic. Paul's letters,
particularly to the Galatians and Romans, delve deep into
this, emphasizing salvation by faith rather than adherence to
the Law.

3. Inclusivity vs. Exclusivity: The early Christian community
grappled with how inclusive the faith should be. While some
believed that the message of Jesus was primarily for the
Jews, apostles like Paul and Peter had revelations and
experiences (Acts 10: Peter's vision; Acts 9: Paul's
conversion) that underscored the universality of the Gospel
message.

4. Persecution and Identity: As Christianity began
distinguishing itself from traditional Judaism, believers faced
persecution both from Jewish authorities and the Roman
Empire. This external pressure further intensified the
community's internal quest for a cohesive identity.

In summary, the New Testament chronicles a faith in flux,
transitioning from established norms and venturing into uncharted
spiritual terrains. The life and teachings of Jesus Christ expanded
the horizons of divine interaction, while the early Christian
community wrestled to understand and define its evolving identity
in light of this groundbreaking revelation.



Romans 9:6-8 — The Children of Promise

The Apostle Paul's epistle to the Romans is a theological
masterpiece that dives deep into the intricacies of faith,
righteousness, and God's overarching plan for humanity. One of
the focal points in this letter is the question of Israel's place in
God's redemptive plan, especially in the face of the evident
unbelief among many Jews regarding Jesus as the Messiah.
Romans 9-11 is where Paul dissects this issue most intensively.
At the heart of his argument in this section are verses 6-8:

"But it is not as though the word of God has failed. For not all who
are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are
children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but "Through
Isaac shall your offspring be named.' This means that it is not the
children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children
of the promise are counted as offspring.”

Paul's Distinction: Israel "According to the Flesh" vs. Israel
"According to the Spirit"

Paul, himself a Jew and a Pharisee, begins with a fundamental
differentiation that challenges conventional Jewish self-
understanding:

1. Children of Abraham by Descent vs. Children of
Abraham by Faith: Paul argues that mere physical descent
from Abraham does not guarantee a position in God's
covenantal family. He underscores this by referring to the
story of Isaac. While Abraham had other offspring, notably
Ishmael, God's covenant promise continued through Isaac.
This establishes the precedent that it's not simply about
biological lineage but about divine election and promise.

2. Flesh vs. Spirit: The distinction Paul draws between
"children of the flesh" and "children of the promise" is
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revelatory. While "children of the flesh" denotes natural
lineage, "children of the promise" pertains to those who
inherit God's promises through faith. In later sections of his
letters (e.g., Galatians 3:26-29), Paul will elaborate on how
believers in Christ, whether Jew or Gentile, become
Abraham's descendants not by birth but by faith.

Implications of this Differentiation:

1. Broadened Scope of Salvation: Paul's argument
emphasizes that salvation is accessible to all, Jew and
Gentile alike, who place their faith in Jesus Christ. Ethnicity
or adherence to Jewish customs does not gatekeep God's
salvation.

2. Redefinition of God's People: The true Israel, in Paul's
perspective, is a spiritual entity comprising individuals from
every ethnic and cultural background who share faith in
Christ. This challenges the notion that the covenantal
blessings of God were exclusive to the Jewish race.

3. The Word of God Has Not Failed: By highlighting this
distinction, Paul counters the assertion that God's word has
faltered due to the unbelief among many Jews. Instead, he
showcases God's faithfulness and underscores that God's
redemptive plan is unfolding precisely as intended.

4. Challenging Ethnocentric Views: This differentiation
challenges ethnocentric views held by some Jews and even
some early Christian factions, emphasizing that the Gospel
is universal, transcending cultural and ethnic boundaries.

In conclusion, Romans 9:6-8 presents a transformative
perspective on the identity of God's people. By distinguishing
between Israel "according to the flesh" and Israel "according to
the Spirit," Paul reshapes the understanding of covenantal
blessings and delineates a more inclusive, faith-centric definition
of God's family. This view not only solidifies the universal reach of
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the Gospel but also reinforces the constancy and faithfulness of
God's promises throughout history.

Galatians 3:29 — Beyond Ethnic Boundaries

Paul's letter to the Galatians is a passionate response to a
budding crisis within the early Christian community. Certain
Jewish believers, often termed "Judaizers," contended that
Gentile converts must be circumcised and observe the Mosaic
law to truly be part of the covenant community. Against this
backdrop, Paul crafts a potent theological argument, culminating
in Galatians 3:29, "And if you are Christ’s, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to promise."

Paul's Argument Against Circumcision for Gentile Believers

1. Foundation in Faith, Not Ritual: Paul continually
emphasizes that it was Abraham's faith, not his circumcision,
that made him righteous before God (Galatians 3:6). Thus,
the true children of Abraham are those who emulate his
faith.

2. Circumcision and the Law: Paul posits that those who
depend on works of the law are under a curse (Galatians
3:10). He stresses that the law does not nullify or add to the
promise made to Abraham (Galatians 3:17-18). By requiring
circumcision, the Judaizers were essentially imposing the
entire yoke of the law upon believers.

3. Christ's Redemption: A pivotal point in Paul's argument is
that Christ redeemed believers from the curse of the law by
becoming a curse for them (Galatians 3:13). This radical act
rendered the legalistic observances, including circumcision,
redundant in securing God's favor.
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4. The Purpose of the Law: Paul doesn't outright dismiss the
law. Instead, he clarifies its role as a "guardian" (often
translated as "schoolmaster" or "tutor") leading to Christ
(Galatians 3:24). Now that faith has come, believers are no
longer under this guardian.

Faith in Christ: The Criterion for Being Abraham's Offspring

1. Universal Brotherhood in Christ: In Galatians 3:28, just
before declaring believers as Abraham's offspring, Paul
pronounces, "There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is
neither slave nor free, there is no male and female, for you
are all one in Christ Jesus." This profound statement
eradicates societal, cultural, and gender distinctions, placing
faith in Christ as the primary identifier.

2. Heirs to the Promise: By asserting believers as Abraham's
offspring, Paul is emphasizing their direct inheritance of
God's promises. They aren't secondary or inferior members
but have direct access to the covenant blessings.

3. Beyond Ethnicity: The bold claim that Gentile believers,
without undergoing circumcision or adhering to Jewish
customs, could be considered Abraham's children was
revolutionary. It shifted the paradigm from ethnic and
ritualistic boundaries to a faith-based inclusivity.

4. Reinforcing Grace: By rooting identity in faith rather than
works, Paul underscores the primacy of grace in God's
redemptive plan. Salvation and identity aren't achieved;
they're received through faith in Christ.

In essence, Galatians 3:29, and the chapter as a whole, heralds a
groundbreaking perspective that redefines the parameters of
covenantal belonging. By centering on faith in Christ rather than
ethnicity or ritualistic observances, Paul paints a vision of a
diverse, inclusive, and grace-filled community that stands as
Abraham's true spiritual progeny.
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Revelation 2:9 — Outward Identification vs. True
Righteousness

The Book of Revelation, a prophetic and apocalyptic text
attributed to John, contains messages to seven churches in Asia
Minor. The message to the church in Smyrna, one of these seven
churches, presents a nuanced and evocative statement: "l know
your tribulation and your poverty (but you are rich) and the
slander of those who say that they are Jews and are not, but are
a synagogue of Satan."

Analysis of the Message to the Church in Smyrna

1. Acknowledgment of Suffering: Jesus commences His
message to the Smyrnan believers by acknowledging their
tribulation and poverty. The juxtaposition of their material
poverty with spiritual richness underscores the transient
nature of earthly suffering compared to the eternal value of
spiritual integrity.

2. Slander from Pretenders: A striking aspect of this message
is the reference to individuals who identify as Jews but are,
in the spiritual sense, a "synagogue of Satan." It's essential
to approach this phrase with caution and contextual
sensitivity. This isn't a blanket condemnation of Jews but is
directed at a specific group maligning the Christian
community in Smyrna.

3. Criteria of True Jewish Identity: The text suggests a
distinction between those who outwardly identify as Jews
and those who inwardly embody the values and
righteousness associated with a genuine relationship with
God. This resonates with Paul's assertion in Romans 2:28-
29, where he claims that a real Jew is one inwardly, and true
circumcision is a matter of the heart.
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Broader Implications for Religious Authenticity

1.

Beyond External Labels: The message to Smyrna
underscores the principle that genuine spiritual identity isn't
merely about external affiliations or labels. It's about the
substance of one's faith and the authenticity of one's
relationship with God.

Challenge to Religious Hypocrisy: By highlighting the
slander from those with a superficial identification, the text
challenges religious hypocrisy. It echoes the sentiments of
many biblical prophets who railed against empty rituals and
called for heartfelt devotion and righteousness.

. Authenticity in Adversity: The Smyrnan church, despite its

external poverty and challenges, is praised for its authentic
faith. This serves as a reminder that genuine spiritual
substance is often refined and revealed in the crucible of
adversity.

. The Danger of Spiritual Pride: By identifying as Jews yet

opposing and slandering the Smyrnan believers, the
referenced group exhibits spiritual pride, an age-old pitfall
where religious identity becomes a source of arrogance
rather than humility.

. Universal Application: While the text addresses a specific

situation in Smyrna, its implications span across epochs.
Every religious community, regardless of its faith tradition,
can introspect on whether it prioritizes external rituals and
labels over genuine spiritual transformation and authenticity.

In conclusion, Revelation 2:9, though contextually addressing the
church in Smyrna, carries enduring lessons about spiritual identity
and authenticity. The delineation between outward identification
and true righteousness serves as a timeless reminder of the
essence of genuine faith, urging believers of all eras to prioritize
heartful devotion over hollow declarations.
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The New Covenant and the True Israel

The New Covenant is a central theme in the New Testament, and
its teachings have profound implications for understanding the
concept of the "true Israel." Instituted by Jesus and expounded
upon by apostolic writers, the New Covenant reframes God's
relationship with humanity and, by extension, the identity of His
covenant people.

The New Testament's Teachings about the New Covenant

1. Inception at the Last Supper: The New Covenant was
formally introduced by Jesus during the Last Supper. As He
broke bread and shared wine with His disciples, He
declared, "This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood" (Luke 22:20). This pivotal act signified
that the coming sacrifice of Jesus would institute a new
relational paradigm between God and humanity.

2. Superiority of the New Covenant: The writer of Hebrews
emphasizes the superiority of the New Covenant over the
old Mosaic one, noting that if the first had been faultless,
there would be no need for a second (Hebrews 8:7). The
New Covenant is based on better promises and is not written
on tablets of stone but on the hearts of believers (Hebrews
8:10).

3. A Covenant for All: Peter's vision in Acts 10, where he is
instructed not to call any person common or unclean,
underscores the universal nature of the New Covenant. It is
extended to all, irrespective of ethnic, cultural, or religious
backgrounds.

4. Role of the Holy Spirit: Unlike the Old Covenant, which
was primarily external in its ordinances and rituals, the New
Covenant involves the indwelling of the Holy Spirit in
believers (Jeremiah 31:33; 2 Corinthians 3:3). This
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transformative presence facilitates a genuine heart change,
enabling believers to walk in God's statutes.

Shift in Understanding the "True Israel”

1.

Spiritual, Not Ethnic: In the New Covenant, the "true Israel"
is not identified by ethnicity or lineage but by faith in Jesus
Christ. Paul explains in Romans 9:6-8 that not all who are
descended from Israel are truly Israel. It is the children of
promise, those who have faith, who are considered
Abraham's offspring.

. Inclusion of the Gentiles: The New Covenant expanded

the scope of God's covenant community to include Gentiles.
Paul celebrates this in Ephesians 2:12-14, highlighting how
Gentiles, once excluded from the covenants of promise,
have now been brought near through the blood of Christ.

. The Real Circumcision: Paul further elucidates in

Philippians 3:3 that the true circumcision (a sign of the
Abrahamic covenant) is not physical but spiritual. It involves
worshiping by the Spirit of God, boasting in Christ Jesus,
and putting no confidence in the flesh.

. Jerusalem Above: In Galatians 4:26, Paul contrasts the

present Jerusalem with the "Jerusalem above," signifying a
distinction between the earthly city with its current
inhabitants and the heavenly city, which is free and is the
mother of all believers.

. A Kingdom of Priests: Echoing Exodus 19:6, Peter

identifies the New Covenant community, comprising both
Jews and Gentiles, as "a royal priesthood, a holy nation" (1
Peter 2:9). This indicates that the covenant promises to
Israel have been expanded to include all believers in Christ.

In conclusion, the New Covenant, as portrayed in the New
Testament, revolutionizes the understanding of God's covenant
community. While the Old Covenant was centered around the
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physical descendants of Abraham and the Mosaic law, the New
Covenant focuses on faith in Christ and the inner transformation
brought about by the Holy Spirit. Consequently, the "true Israel” in
the New Covenant is not limited to ethnic Jews but encompasses
all who, through faith, have been grafted into the promises given
to Abraham. This understanding celebrates the expansive grace
of God and the universal scope of the Gospel.

The Modern State of Israel: Political Nation vs. Spiritual
Entity

The establishment of the modern State of Israel in 1948 was a
watershed moment in the annals of history, marking the return of
the Jewish people to their ancient homeland after millennia of
diaspora. But it's vital to distinguish between this political entity
and the "Israel" described in biblical texts.

Historical and Political Overview of the Establishment of the
Modern State of Israel

1. Zionist Movement: The late 19th and early 20th centuries
saw the rise of the Zionist movement, led by figures like
Theodor Herzl, aiming to establish a national homeland for
the Jewish people in Palestine. This was partly a response
to rising anti-Semitism in Europe.

2. Balfour Declaration: In 1917, the British government,
through the Balfour Declaration, expressed support for "the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the Jewish
people."

3. British Mandate: After World War |, the League of Nations
granted Britain the mandate to govern Palestine. This period
saw increased Jewish immigration to the region, leading to
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tensions between Jewish immigrants, Arab inhabitants, and
British administrators.

4. UN Partition Plan: By 1947, the United Nations proposed a
partition plan to divide Palestine into separate Jewish and
Arab states, with Jerusalem as an international city. While
Jewish leaders accepted the plan, Arab leaders rejected it.

5. Declaration of Independence: On May 14, 1948, David
Ben-Gurion proclaimed the establishment of the State of
Israel. Almost immediately, neighboring Arab states invaded,
leading to the War of Independence.

6. Subsequent Developments: Since its establishment, Israel
has faced multiple wars, conflicts, and challenges. Over
time, it's evolved into a technologically advanced, vibrant
nation with its own set of modern cultural, social, and
political dynamics.

Distinguishing the Modern State from Biblical Israel

1. Foundation: The modern State of Israel arose from a
combination of historical, political, and socio-cultural factors,
including the Zionist movement, British policies, and the
horrors of the Holocaust. In contrast, Biblical Israel's
foundation lies in God's covenant promises to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob.

2. Purpose: The establishment of the modern state was
primarily a political solution to the "Jewish question" and
aimed at providing a safe haven for Jews worldwide. Biblical
Israel, on the other hand, was perceived as a divine entity,
chosen by God to be a light to the nations and fulfill a
specific spiritual role in redemptive history.

3. Governance: Modern Israel is a democratic state with a
complex political landscape influenced by various parties,
ideologies, and interests. Biblical Israel, especially during the
monarchy period, was theocratic, where kings were
expected to rule under the guidance and laws of Yahweh.
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4. Religious Diversity: While Judaism plays a central role in
Israeli society, the modern state is religiously diverse,
comprising Jews from various traditions (Orthodox,
Conservative, Reform, Secular), Muslims, Christians, Druze,
and others. Biblical Israel was more religiously homogenous,
centered around the worship of Yahweh, though it did face
periods of syncretism and idolatry.

5. Land and Boundaries: The borders of the modern State of
Israel have changed over time due to wars and treaties.
These boundaries are different from the various territorial
configurations of Biblical Israel, which were believed to be
divinely designated.

6. Identity: While both entities share a connection to Jewish
identity, modern Israeli identity is also shaped by
contemporary factors like language (revival of Hebrew),
culture, military service, and the shared experiences of
nation-building. Biblical Israel's identity was closely tied to
the covenant, temple worship, and the Mosaic law.

In summary, while the modern State of Israel and Biblical Israel
share deep-rooted historical and cultural ties, they represent
different realities. The former is a political and territorial entity
established in response to modern challenges faced by the
Jewish people, while the latter is a spiritual entity defined by its
covenantal relationship with God. Understanding this distinction is
crucial for nuanced discussions about theology, politics, and
history.

Implications for Contemporary Christian Theology

The distinction between the "true Israel" as described in the New
Testament and the modern State of Israel has profound
implications for contemporary Christian theology, particularly in

20



areas like eschatology, ecclesiology, and interfaith dialogue. This
distinction challenges longstanding beliefs, reshapes theological
narratives, and fosters deeper interfaith understanding.

Eschatological Implications

1. Reframing End Times Scenarios: Many branches of
Christian eschatology have linked the re-establishment of
Israel as a nation to end-time prophecies, anticipating
significant future events to occur in the region. Recognizing
the distinction between Biblical Israel and the modern state
might challenge or nuance these interpretations.

2. Revisiting Dispensationalism: Dispensationalist theology,
which holds that God has two distinct peoples (the Church
and Israel) with two separate destinies, might need
reconsideration. The New Testament's emphasis on "true
Israel" being defined by faith rather than ethnicity challenges
the rigid dichotomy proposed by Dispensationalism.

3. Expanded View of God's Plan: If "true Israel"
encompasses all believers, then God's redemptive plan
through history becomes more inclusive, extending beyond
the borders of the modern State of Israel and encompassing
the global Church.

Theological and Ecclesiological Implications

1. Understanding the "People of God": The New
Testament's emphasis on faith as the criterion for belonging
to God's people challenges an ethno-centric view. This
implies that the Church, made up of believers from every
nation, is the continuation of God's covenant community.

2. Reassessing Supersessionism: Historically, some
Christian theologians held that the Church superseded Israel
in God's plan. A nuanced understanding of "true Israel"
might lead to a more balanced perspective that sees both
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continuity and fulfillment without negating the significance of
either entity.

. The Role of the Law: By understanding the shift from the
Old to the New Covenant, Christians can better grasp the
role of the Mosaic law in the life of believers today,
differentiating between its moral, ceremonial, and civil
aspects.

Implications for Christian-Jewish Dialogue and Relations

1. A Basis for Mutual Respect:. Recognizing the spiritual

significance of Israel while differentiating it from the political
entity can foster respect and understanding between Jews
and Christians, promoting healthy dialogue without political
overtones.

. Shared Heritage and Distinct Beliefs: Christians can
appreciate the shared Abrahamic heritage while respecting
the distinct religious and cultural beliefs of Jews.
Recognizing the difference between the modern state and
Biblical Israel helps in avoiding the conflation of theological
issues with contemporary political ones.

. Collaboration and Solidarity: A nuanced theological
perspective can lead to practical collaboration between
Christian and Jewish communities on issues of mutual
concern, from social justice initiatives to defending religious
freedom.

. Avoiding Political Theologization: By distinguishing
between the spiritual entity of "true Israel" and the modern
political state, Christians can approach geopolitical issues in
the Middle East more objectively, without seeing every event
as a direct fulfillment of biblical prophecy.

In conclusion, the differentiation between the "true Israel" of faith

and the modern State of Israel has deep-reaching implications for

contemporary Christian theology. It invites believers to delve
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deeper into their scriptures, promotes more authentic interfaith
interactions, and encourages a balanced approach to geopolitical
realities. Such a perspective not only enriches Christian theology
but also contributes to a more harmonious and understanding
relationship between two of the world's major religious traditions.

Challenges and Criticisms

The attempt to differentiate between the "true Israel" as
interpreted from the New Testament and the modern State of
Israel has not been without challenges. This perspective, while
shedding light on certain theological aspects, also faces criticisms
and counter-arguments. Here's a closer look at some of these
challenges and alternative theological views.

1. Historical Continuity and Divine Providence

. Criticism: Some argue that the very existence and survival
of the Jewish people through millennia of persecution,
culminating in the establishment of the modern State of
Israel, is evidence of divine providence and a fulfillment of
biblical promises. To disregard the modern state as
unrelated to Biblical Israel is to overlook God's hand in
history.

. Alternative View: From this perspective, the return of the
Jews and the re-establishment of Israel is seen as a direct
continuation of the biblical narrative, making the modern
State of Israel part of God's providential plan.

2. Literal vs. Allegorical Interpretation

. Criticism: Differentiating between the modern state and
"true Israel" is seen by some as overly allegorizing scripture.
Critics assert that many biblical prophecies concerning Israel
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should be understood literally, and any allegorical or spiritual
interpretations risk distorting the intended message.

. Alternative View: This approach gives weight to a more
literal reading of scriptures, emphasizing physical and
territorial fulfillments over spiritual or allegorical ones.

3. Potential for Replacement Theology

. Criticism: Some fear that drawing a distinction between
Biblical Israel and the modern state might inadvertently
support replacement theology (supersessionism), which
holds that the church has replaced Israel in God's plan. This
theology has historically been linked to anti-Semitic attitudes.

. Alternative View: Proponents of this view believe in the
ongoing role and significance of Israel in God's redemptive
plan, alongside the significance of the Church.

4. Disregarding Jewish Understandings

. Criticism: By solely relying on New Testament scriptures to
define "true Israel," there's a risk of sidelining or invalidating
Jewish understandings and interpretations of their own
sacred texts.

. Alternative View: An approach that gives equal weight to
Jewish interpretations of the Tanakh (Old Testament) values
the continuity and depth of Jewish tradition.

5. Political and Social Implications

. Criticism: Detaching the modern State of Israel from its
biblical roots might inadvertently undermine its legitimacy or
downplay the profound spiritual and historical connection
that many Jews feel towards the land.
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. Alternative View: The modern State of Israel's legitimacy is
seen as derived from both historical and spiritual roots, as
well as modern political realities.

6. Diversity within Christian Perspectives

. Criticism: The idea of "true Israel" being solely based on
faith in Christ might not resonate with all Christian
denominations or theological schools. Christianity, with its
diverse traditions, offers multiple perspectives on Israel's role
and significance.

. Alternative View: Different Christian denominations
interpret the relationship between the Church and Israel in
varied ways, with some emphasizing continuity, others
fulfillment, and still others a combination of both.

In conclusion, while differentiating between the modern State of
Israel and the biblical concept of "true Israel" offers a unique
theological perspective, it's essential to engage with and
understand the criticisms and alternative views. This ensures a
more comprehensive, respectful, and nuanced discussion on a
deeply sensitive and multi-faceted topic.

Conclusion

The intricate relationship between the modern State of Israel and
the biblical conception of "true Israel" beckons a deep dive into
scripture, history, and theology. As we have traversed through
this exploration, the multifaceted layers of interpretation have both
enlightened and challenged traditional perspectives, urging
believers and theologians alike to reevaluate long-held beliefs and
narratives.
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The significance of delineating between the modern geopolitical
entity and the spiritual essence of "true Israel" is paramount. It
reshapes our understanding of God's promises and covenant,
broadening the horizon to see God's redemptive plan not just as a
physical or territorial fulfilment but as an unfolding narrative of
spiritual inheritance. This journey, which began with Abraham's
call and continues through the annals of history, tells a story not
just of a particular people or land but of all humanity's potential
inclusion in God's family.

The New Testament, particularly through the writings of Paul,
echoes a profound message of inclusivity. It emphasizes that
lineage to Abraham, the father of faith, is no longer just about
physical descent but spiritual ascent. This perspective is
groundbreaking. By proclaiming that all who have faith in Christ
are Abraham's offspring, the New Testament transforms the
identity of "true Israel" from an ethnic enclave to a global, spiritual
community, bound by faith and divine promise.

Such a viewpoint has the power to revolutionize how we perceive
relationships between Jews and Gentiles, between the Church
and Israel. It emphasizes that the core of spiritual inheritance is
faith — a belief that transcends boundaries, dispels divisions, and
unites believers under the vast umbrella of God's grace. In this
light, the believer recognizes that the ultimate fulfillment of God's
promise isn't solely in the physical realm but in the hearts of all
who believe.

In reflecting upon this spiritual message, one is reminded of the
essence of the gospel itself — a message of love, inclusivity, and
redemption for all. It beckons each individual, regardless of their
heritage or background, to partake in the spiritual inheritance
available through faith in Christ. This inheritance, as the New
Testament elucidates, is not bound by ethnicity, nationality, or
territory but is a gift freely given to all who believe.
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In wrapping up, it is pivotal for modern believers, theologians, and
scholars to approach this subject with an open heart and mind,
cherishing the richness of scripture and its multifaceted
interpretations. As we seek to understand the nuances between
the modern State of Israel and the biblical "true Israel,” let us
always be guided by the foundational truths of the faith,
embracing the expansive and inclusive love that the gospel
message embodies.

Epilogue: The President of Israel and the Biblical Leadership
of Israel

When examining the contemporary political office of the President
of Israel and juxtaposing it with biblical leadership roles, one
quickly recognizes the vast differences in context, purpose, and
function.

The modern State of Israel, established in 1948, is a
parliamentary democracy. Its presidency, unlike some executive
roles in other countries, is largely ceremonial. The primary
executive power in Israel resides with the Prime Minister. The
President's duties include tasks like receiving foreign
ambassadors, signing bills into law, and appointing the Prime
Minister. It's a role meant to unify the nation and represent its
moral compass, but it is largely symbolic.

In contrast, the biblical Israel did not have a concept of a
"president." Leadership roles in ancient Israel varied depending
on the era and circumstances. There were patriarchs (like
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob), judges (like Deborah and Samson),
prophets (like Samuel and Elijah), and, eventually, kings (like
David and Solomon). Each had different roles and responsibilities,
often encompassing spiritual, judicial, and executive duties.
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The establishment of a monarchy in ancient Israel, as described
in 1 Samuel, arose from the people's desire to have a king "like all
the nations." Saul became Israel's first king, followed by David
and then Solomon, establishing the Davidic dynasty. The kingship
had religious significance, especially given the promises made to
David about his lineage and the future Messiah. However, the role
of the king in ancient Israel was fundamentally different from the
ceremonial position of the modern president. The king had
executive, military, and often spiritual authority over the people.

Therefore, suggesting that the President of modern-day Israel is
the head of the "biblical country of Israel" would be an
oversimplification and misrepresentation of both the contemporary
and ancient roles. The modern presidency lacks the direct divine
appointment, spiritual authority, and extensive executive power
that leaders in the Bible possessed. Moreover, the biblical
narratives did not forecast or describe modern political roles like a
president.

The Bible, in its essence, doesn't offer a direct guide to modern
statecraft or contemporary political structures. While it provides
principles for justice, governance, and leadership, directly
correlating modern political roles to biblical ones can be
misleading.

In conclusion, while the modern State of Israel carries profound
historical and spiritual significance for many, its political offices,
including that of the President, are products of contemporary
political evolution, distinct from the diverse leadership roles
presented in the biblical narrative.
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