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In the digital age, the intersection of artificial intelligence (AI) and religious 
texts presents unique challenges and opportunities. "The Book of Leviticus 
and OpenAI Content Policy: Navigating Religious Texts in AI Moderation" 
explores this nuanced terrain, focusing on how ancient scriptures like the 
Book of Leviticus are moderated under the frameworks established by AI 
technologies, particularly within the context of OpenAI's Content Policy. 
This paper delves into the complexities of interpreting and moderating 
religious content that may intersect with contemporary standards of hate 
speech and misinformation, highlighting the delicate balance between 
preserving religious freedom and ensuring ethical content dissemination. 
Through a comprehensive analysis of the theoretical conflicts, practical 
considerations in AI moderation, case studies, and ethical 
recommendations, this work aims to shed light on the evolving strategies 
for handling religious texts in digital platforms. As AI continues to shape 
our interactions and understanding of sacred writings, the dialogue 
between technology and tradition becomes increasingly significant, offering 
insights into the future of religious expression in the digital sphere. 
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Abstract 

In the rapidly evolving landscape of artificial intelligence, the development 
and implementation of content policies have become essential for 
governing the ethical use of AI technologies. These policies are designed to 
mitigate harm and prevent the spread of misinformation and hate speech. 
However, the application of such policies encounters unique challenges 
when interfacing with historical and religious texts, which hold significant 
cultural and spiritual value. This paper delves into the complexities of 
moderating AI-generated content that involves or references religious 
scriptures, specifically focusing on the Book of Leviticus from the Hebrew 
Bible/Old Testament. Recognized for its detailed code of conduct, including 
directives on moral and ceremonial practices, Leviticus presents content 
that, when interpreted through the lens of contemporary standards, may 
raise questions of compatibility with modern content policies aimed at 
preventing hate speech and misinformation. 

The research highlights the intricate balance between respecting religious 
freedom and ensuring the ethical dissemination of information through AI 
platforms. It examines OpenAI's approach to content moderation, analyzing 
how its policies are applied to content that references or is derived from 
religious texts like the Book of Leviticus. By exploring case studies and 
theoretical scenarios, the paper evaluates the effectiveness of existing 
guidelines and suggests potential strategies for addressing content that 
straddles the line between historical/religious significance and the 
contemporary ethical standards upheld by AI content policies. This 
investigation not only sheds light on the challenges faced by AI developers 
and policymakers but also contributes to the broader discourse on the 
intersection of technology, ethics, and religion in the digital age. 
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Background 

The Book of Leviticus: Context and Controversy 

The Book of Leviticus, the third book of the Hebrew Bible and the Old 
Testament, serves as a central piece in the Torah, the foundational religious 
document of Judaism. It is also significant in Christian religious traditions. 
Leviticus is primarily a compilation of laws and priestly rituals, providing 
detailed instructions for sacrifices, ceremonial cleanliness, moral conduct, 
and the observance of holy days. It reflects the socio-religious context of 
the Israelite community after their exodus from Egypt, aiming to set apart 
the Israelites from their neighbors through a distinctive way of life guided 
by divine laws. 

One of the most discussed aspects of Leviticus is its directives on sexual 
behavior, including the verses that address homosexuality (Leviticus 18:22 
and 20:13). These passages have been a source of controversy, especially in 
contemporary debates around LGBTQ+ rights and religious freedom. 
Interpretations vary significantly among different religious sects and 
denominations. Some view these passages as immutable moral laws, while 
others interpret them as context-bound regulations no longer applicable to 
modern society. This divergence in interpretation highlights the complex 
relationship between ancient religious texts and contemporary ethical 
values. 

OpenAI Content Policy 

OpenAI's Content Policy represents a comprehensive framework designed 
to govern the creation and dissemination of content using its AI 
technology. At its core, the policy aims to prevent the use of OpenAI's 
platforms for generating hate speech, misinformation, and content that 
could harm individuals or groups. Specifically, the policy prohibits content 
that promotes violence or hatred against people based on race, religion, 
gender identity, sexual orientation, and other protected characteristics. It 



4 
 

also seeks to limit the spread of false or misleading information that could 
impact public safety or trust in societal institutions. 

The rationale behind OpenAI's content moderation policies is twofold. 
Firstly, it aims to foster a safe and respectful environment for users, 
ensuring that the technology is used in ways that promote positive societal 
values. Secondly, these policies are a response to broader ethical and legal 
considerations, reflecting a commitment to responsible AI development 
and usage. By implementing such guidelines, OpenAI navigates the 
complex terrain of free expression and the need for protection against 
digital harms, attempting to strike a balance that respects diverse 
perspectives while mitigating the potential for abuse and harm in AI-
generated content. 

 

Analysis  

Theoretical Conflicts 

The interaction between religious texts such as the Book of Leviticus and 
modern AI content policies introduces potential theoretical conflicts, 
particularly when certain verses are interpreted by some as hate speech. 
Leviticus contains passages that, when viewed through contemporary 
lenses, could be construed as promoting discrimination against LGBTQ+ 
individuals. This raises significant legal and ethical questions regarding the 
moderation of content derived from or referencing religious scriptures. 

From a legal perspective, the challenge lies in balancing freedom of religion 
and expression with anti-discrimination laws and norms that protect 
individuals from hate speech and harassment. This balance is precarious, as 
it involves navigating the rights to freely practice and discuss one's religious 
beliefs while ensuring that such practices do not infringe on the rights and 
dignities of others. 
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Ethically, moderating religious texts for content that could be considered 
hate speech involves deep respect for cultural and religious sensitivities. It 
requires a nuanced understanding that religious texts are multifaceted, 
often serving not only as spiritual guides but also as historical and cultural 
documents. The ethical challenge is to respect these dimensions while 
addressing the potential harm that specific interpretations of these texts 
could cause in a pluralistic society. 

Practical Considerations in AI Moderation 

Moderating content from religious texts like Leviticus involves sophisticated 
AI technologies capable of understanding context and intent. AI systems 
must discern whether content is being shared for educational, scholarly, or 
religious discussion purposes rather than for promoting hate or 
discrimination. This distinction is crucial for platforms to uphold principles 
of free expression and religious freedom while adhering to content policies 
designed to prevent harm. 

Practical considerations in AI moderation include the development of 
algorithms and models that can accurately identify the nuanced use of 
language and context. For example, a direct quote from Leviticus used in a 
scholarly article discussing ancient laws would be moderated differently 
from the same quote used to incite violence or discrimination against 
LGBTQ+ individuals. 

Hypothetical scenarios highlighting potential conflicts might involve: 

• A religious leader posting a sermon that includes Leviticus verses, 
framed within a discussion on traditional beliefs. 

• An educational blog analyzing the historical context and evolution of 
interpretations of Leviticus, including its controversial aspects. 

• A social media campaign using Leviticus verses to explicitly promote 
anti-LGBTQ+ sentiments. 
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In each scenario, AI moderation would need to consider the context, the 
intent behind the content, and its potential impact. This requires ongoing 
refinement of AI models and moderation policies, as well as a commitment 
to engaging with diverse perspectives to understand the complex interplay 
of ethics, religion, and freedom of expression in digital spaces. 

 

Case Study: Leviticus in the AI Environment 

 
This case study delves into the nuanced dynamics of incorporating specific 
verses from the Book of Leviticus into the AI content creation and 
moderation process. By examining instances where Leviticus has been 
referenced or utilized within AI-generated content, we aim to understand 
the challenges, user feedback, controversies, and resolutions that emerge in 
dealing with religious texts that contain elements potentially conflicting 
with modern content policies. 

In-Depth Analysis of Specific Verses 

Verses from Leviticus, such as those addressing homosexuality (Leviticus 
18:22, 20:13), present a unique set of challenges for AI moderation systems. 
These verses, when quoted or referenced without additional context, can be 
perceived as promoting hate speech under contemporary content 
guidelines. The AI's task is to distinguish between content that seeks to 
harm or discriminate and content that aims to educate, discuss, or explore 
religious beliefs. 

1. Context Recognition: Advanced natural language processing (NLP) 
techniques are employed to understand the context in which Leviticus 
verses are mentioned. This includes identifying whether the content is 
part of a larger discussion on religious practices, historical analysis, or 
used in a derogatory or harmful manner. 
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2. Intent Assessment: AI moderation tools assess the intent behind the 
inclusion of specific verses from Leviticus. This involves differentiating 
between intent to inform or educate and intent to incite hatred or 
discrimination. 

User Feedback and Controversies 

User feedback plays a crucial role in refining AI moderation processes. In 
instances where content related to Leviticus has been flagged or 
moderated, user appeals and feedback have highlighted the importance of 
context and intent. Some users have raised concerns over perceived 
censorship of religious expression, prompting discussions about the 
balance between free speech and the prevention of hate speech. 

Controversies often arise from the moderation of content that users feel is 
a legitimate expression of their religious beliefs. These situations 
underscore the challenges AI platforms face in moderating content 
sensitively and accurately, without alienating or offending users with 
diverse beliefs. 

Resolutions and Best Practices 

In response to these challenges, several resolutions and best practices have 
been identified: 

1. Enhanced AI Training: Continuously refining AI models to better 
understand and interpret the complexities of religious texts, taking 
into account historical context, the diversity of interpretations, and 
the multifaceted nature of religious expression. 

2. Human Oversight: Incorporating human review into the moderation 
process, especially for content that is flagged as potentially violating 
policies but resides in gray areas, such as religious discussions. 
Human moderators can provide nuanced judgments that AI may 
currently be unable to fully replicate. 
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3. Transparent Policies and Appeals Process: Maintaining clear 
content policies that explicitly address how religious texts are 
handled, coupled with a robust appeals process, allows users to 
understand moderation decisions and challenge them when they 
believe an error has been made. 

4. Community Engagement: Engaging with diverse religious and 
cultural groups to gain insights into how different communities 
interpret their sacred texts. This engagement can inform more 
sensitive and informed moderation policies. 

This case study illustrates the complex interplay between religious freedom, 
expression, and the ethical obligations of AI platforms to prevent harm. As 
AI technology and societal norms evolve, continuous dialogue and 
adaptation will be essential to navigate these challenges effectively. 

 

Discussion 

 
The task of moderating content derived from ancient religious texts on AI 
platforms presents a nuanced matrix of ethical, cultural, and technological 
challenges. Balancing respect for religious expressions with the imperative 
to prevent hate speech and misinformation is at the heart of this complex 
undertaking. This section explores the intricacies of this balance, 
emphasizing the critical roles of context, interpretation, and intent in the 
moderation process. 

Balancing Respect for Religious Expressions 

Religious texts hold profound significance for billions of individuals 
worldwide, offering spiritual guidance, moral direction, and a sense of 
community. In the digital realm, these texts often form the basis of 
discussions, educational content, and personal expressions of faith. AI 
platforms, in their role as facilitators of global discourse, must navigate the 
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delicate task of respecting these expressions while ensuring they do not 
become vehicles for harm or discrimination. 

The challenge arises when verses or interpretations of sacred texts conflict 
with contemporary values and norms against hate speech and 
misinformation. Content that might be revered within one cultural or 
religious context could be perceived as offensive or harmful in another. This 
dichotomy places AI platforms in the position of arbitrating complex 
cultural and ethical landscapes, necessitating a nuanced approach to 
content moderation. 

The Role of Context 

Context is paramount in distinguishing between content that is shared as 
part of a constructive dialogue about religious beliefs and content that 
might propagate hate or misinformation. The same verse from a text like 
Leviticus can be interpreted in vastly different ways, depending on the 
speaker's intent, the audience, and the medium through which the message 
is conveyed. 

AI systems, despite their advanced capabilities, often struggle with the 
subtleties of human communication, such as irony, sarcasm, and deep 
cultural references. Recognizing the context in which religious content is 
shared requires sophisticated understanding beyond mere textual analysis, 
challenging AI developers to create systems that can interpret nuances as 
effectively as humans. 

Interpretation and Intent 

Interpretation plays a crucial role in how religious texts are understood and 
applied in contemporary discussions. Diverse religious traditions and sects 
offer a spectrum of interpretations for the same texts, reflecting the 
dynamic nature of religious thought and practice. Acknowledging this 
diversity is essential for AI platforms in assessing content that draws from 
these sources. 
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Intent, similarly, is a critical factor in content moderation. Determining 
whether content is intended to educate, provoke thought, or celebrate faith 
versus incite hatred or spread misinformation is a complex task. It requires 
discerning the motivations behind sharing particular passages or 
interpretations, a task that AI, supplemented by human oversight, strives to 
accomplish. 

Conclusion 

The discussion underscores the intricate balance AI platforms must 
maintain between upholding freedom of religious expression and 
preventing the dissemination of hate speech and misinformation. It 
highlights the indispensable roles of context, interpretation, and intent in 
navigating the moderation of content derived from ancient religious texts. 
As AI technology evolves, continuous dialogue between technologists, 
ethicists, religious scholars, and the broader community is essential to 
refine these moderation practices, ensuring they are both respectful of 
diverse beliefs and vigilant against content that could harm or divide. 
 
 

Ethical and Policy Recommendations 
 
Navigating the delicate intersection of religious freedom, expression, and 
the ethical use of AI technology demands thoughtful consideration and a 
multi-faceted approach. Below are recommendations for AI developers, 
policymakers, and platform operators on handling content derived from 
religious texts and improving AI's moderation capabilities concerning 
complex human beliefs and values. 

For AI Developers: 

1. Enhanced Contextual Understanding: Invest in the development of 
AI models that better grasp the context in which content is shared. 
This includes recognizing whether a passage from a religious text is 
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cited for educational, historical, critical, or inspirational purposes, 
rather than for promoting hate or misinformation. 

2. Cultural and Religious Sensitivity Training: Incorporate cultural and 
religious sensitivity into AI training datasets. Engaging with religious 
scholars, cultural experts, and ethicists can provide AI systems with a 
more nuanced understanding of diverse beliefs and values, improving 
their ability to navigate sensitive content. 

3. Transparent AI Decision-Making: Develop mechanisms for greater 
transparency in AI moderation decisions, allowing users to 
understand why certain content was flagged or moderated. This 
transparency can build trust and provide educational opportunities 
for users about the diverse interpretations of religious texts. 

4. Human-AI Collaboration: Maintain a robust system for human 
oversight in content moderation, particularly for cases involving 
nuanced interpretations of religious texts. Human moderators can 
provide the empathy, understanding, and cultural context that AI 
currently lacks, ensuring more balanced and fair moderation 
outcomes. 

For Policymakers and Platform Operators: 

1. Clear Content Guidelines: Establish clear, publicly accessible 
guidelines on how religious content is moderated, including specific 
references to how sacred texts are treated. These guidelines should 
emphasize the platform's commitment to respecting religious 
expression while preventing hate speech and misinformation. 

2. User Education and Dialogue: Implement educational initiatives to 
inform users about the platform's content policies, especially 
regarding religious texts. Encourage open dialogue between users of 
diverse backgrounds to foster mutual understanding and respect for 
differing beliefs and values. 

3. Appeals Process: Ensure a transparent and accessible appeals 
process for content moderation decisions. Users should have the 
opportunity to contest moderation actions, providing additional 
context or clarification that may influence the outcome. 
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4. Stakeholder Engagement: Regularly engage with a wide range of 
stakeholders, including religious communities, civil society 
organizations, and free speech advocates, to gather feedback on 
content policies and moderation practices. This engagement can help 
identify areas for improvement and ensure policies are responsive to 
the needs and values of a diverse user base. 

5. Ongoing Policy Evaluation: Continuously evaluate and update 
content moderation policies in response to new challenges, 
technological advancements, and evolving societal norms. This 
iterative process should aim to balance the protection of users from 
harm with the preservation of open, respectful discourse on religious 
matters. 

Conclusion 

By adopting these ethical and policy recommendations, AI developers, 
policymakers, and platform operators can enhance the moderation of 
religious content, ensuring respectful treatment of sacred texts while 
safeguarding against the dissemination of hate speech and misinformation. 
Achieving this balance is crucial for fostering an online environment that 
respects diverse expressions of faith and belief while promoting a 
harmonious and inclusive digital community. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The endeavor to moderate content derived from religious texts, such as the 
Book of Leviticus, under the auspices of OpenAI's Content Policy, highlights 
a profound intersection of technology, ethics, and religious expression. This 
paper has traversed the complex landscape where ancient doctrines meet 
contemporary standards of communication and interaction, underscoring 
the nuanced challenges that arise when AI is tasked with distinguishing 
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between hate speech, misinformation, and the genuine exploration or 
sharing of religious beliefs. 

Summary of Complexities and Challenges 

The analysis revealed that key challenges in AI moderation of religious texts 
stem from the need to accurately interpret context, intent, and the 
multifaceted nature of religious expressions. The Book of Leviticus serves as 
a poignant example, with certain verses potentially conflicting with modern 
sensibilities and content policies designed to curtail hate speech and 
misinformation. The ethical and policy recommendations proposed aim to 
guide AI developers, policymakers, and platform operators in navigating 
these challenges, emphasizing enhanced AI understanding, transparent 
decision-making, and the importance of human oversight. 

Reflections on the Future of AI Moderation and Religious Freedom 

Looking towards the future, the path of AI moderation is one of continuous 
evolution, marked by advancements in technology and shifts in societal 
norms. The dynamic between upholding religious freedom and ensuring 
the ethical use of AI platforms is likely to remain a pivotal area of focus. As 
AI technologies become increasingly sophisticated, there is potential for 
greater accuracy in content moderation, reducing instances of undue 
censorship while effectively mitigating harm. 

However, technological advancements alone cannot address the inherent 
complexities of moderating religious content. A collaborative approach, 
involving ongoing dialogue with religious communities, ethicists, and legal 
experts, is essential for developing moderation practices that respect 
diverse beliefs while promoting a safe, inclusive online environment. This 
collaborative framework can also serve as a basis for exploring broader 
questions about the role of AI in society, the protection of fundamental 
freedoms, and the responsibilities of technology creators and users. 

In conclusion, the moderation of content from religious texts like the Book 
of Leviticus under OpenAI's Content Policy is emblematic of broader 
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challenges at the intersection of AI, ethics, and freedom of expression. As 
we move forward, the collective efforts of the global community—spanning 
developers, policymakers, religious leaders, and users—will be crucial in 
shaping an online world that respects religious diversity and harnesses the 
power of AI for the greater good, ensuring that technology serves 
humanity's varied and evolving needs. 
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