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The contemporary theological landscape is often bifurcated between a private, text-centric faith
and a secular, data-driven engagement with world affairs. This paper argues that such a
dichotomy is not only historically inaccurate but soteriologically dangerous. By asserting that
the Bible is necessary but insufficient for salvation without an active "stewardship of
awareness," this study explores the moral and spiritual obligation of the believer to remain
informed during times of global upheaval. Using the 2026 escalation in the Middle East as a
primary case study, we examine how the "Watchman" theology of Ezekiel 33 transcends mere
prophecy to become a mandate for ethical discernment. We further investigate the rise of
"prophetic profiteering" —the exploitation of wartime anxiety for financial gain—and contrast it
with the radical, informed hospitality of religious actors on the ground. True stewardship, it is
argued, requires a synthesis of scriptural grounding and geopolitical literacy. In an era of
misinformation and rapid military escalation, ignorance is not a neutral state but an
abandonment of the Christian duty to "read the signs of the times." This paper provides a
framework for a lived theology that views world awareness as a non-negotiable component of
the path to salvation.
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1. Introduction: The Bible and the Newspaper

The spiritual life has often been mischaracterized as a retreat from the world—a private
sanctuary where the soul communes with the divine, shielded from the noise of temporal
affairs. However, a rigorous examination of the Christian tradition suggests that the path to
salvation is not found in a vacuum. To assert that the Bible is necessary but not sufficient for
salvation is to recognize that while the Word provides the eternal blueprint, the world provides
the building site. This paper argues that an informed awareness of world affairs, particularly
during the existential pressures of wartime, is not a secondary concern for the believer but a
primary requirement of stewardship. To be unaware is not a sign of piety; it is an abandonment
of the intellectual and moral duty to engage with God’s creation in its current state.

Theology in the twenty-first century must contend with a "formal insufficiency" of Scripture.
While the Bible contains the totality of the redemptive message, it does not explicitly detail the
nuances of a 2026 drone strike in the Persian Gulf or the specific humanitarian logistics required
in a destabilized Levant. Therefore, the believer must adopt what Karl Barth famously described
as a dual-reading strategy: holding the Bible in one hand and the newspaper in the other. This
synthesis ensures that the "Word" remains a living force rather than a historical relic. Without
the context of the world, the Bible can become a tool for abstraction; without the Bible, the
world becomes a source of despair.

Stewardship is traditionally associated with the management of financial resources or the
protection of the environment. Yet, there exists a more fundamental "Stewardship of
Awareness." This concept posits that knowledge is a talent entrusted to the individual by God.
In a globalized era where information is instantaneous, the luxury of ignorance has expired. If
salvation is understood as the restoration of the "Imago Dei" within the human person, then
that restoration must include the faculty of discernment regarding the suffering and political
shifts of one’s neighbor. To ignore the "penultimate"—the physical and social conditions of the
world—is to forfeit the right to speak on the "ultimate" matters of the soul. This introduction
sets the stage for a theology that views geopolitical literacy as a soteriological necessity, framing
the "Watchman" not as a political commentator, but as a faithful servant.

2. Historical Precedents of Informed Faith

The assertion that Scripture requires a lived, external context to be "sufficient" for the journey
of salvation finds deep roots in the oldest traditions of the Christian faith. In Catholic and
Eastern Orthodox theology, the concept of Sola Scriptura—the Bible alone—is viewed as a
theological impossibility. These traditions argue that the Bible did not descend from heaven as a
finished product but emerged from within the life of the Church. Therefore, Sacred Tradition



and the Magisterium serve as the necessary "world-facing" lenses through which the Word is
animated. In this framework, salvation is a communal process that involves the interpretation of
the Gospel through the lens of human history and the current needs of the body of Christ. To
remove the Bible from the stream of human affairs is to strip it of its formal power to guide the
believer in a changing world.

This necessity of "world-awareness" was perhaps most sharply defined during the mid-
twentieth century as a response to the rise of totalitarianism. Karl Barth and Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, central figures in the German Confessing Church, argued that a faith that does not
confront the "newspaper" is a form of cheap grace. Bonhoeffer, in particular, introduced the
distinction between the "ultimate" (salvation and the kingdom of God) and the "penultimate"
(the social, political, and material conditions of human life). He argued that while the ultimate is
the goal, the church has a stewardship over the penultimate. If a Christian is unaware of the
suffering caused by war or the injustice of a regime, they have abandoned their post. For
Bonhoeffer, being "fully human" and fully informed was a prerequisite for being a Christian; one
could not jump straight to the spiritual without passing through the responsibilities of the
temporal.

Further evolution of this thought appeared in the late twentieth century through Liberation
Theology in Latin America. Theologians such as Gustavo Gutiérrez pioneered a methodology
known as the "Circle of Praxis," which begins not with a Bible verse, but with an observation of
the world. This "See-Judge-Act" model requires the believer to first "see" the reality of poverty,
war, and political oppression with brutal honesty. Only after this rigorous gathering of "world
data" does the believer "judge" that reality against the Word of God to determine the "act" of
faith. This historical trajectory demonstrates that for centuries, the most influential theological
movements have concluded that a steward who is "unaware" is a steward who cannot faithfully
execute the commands of the Gospel. Awareness is not a secular distraction; it is the data set of
the divine.

3. The 2026 Middle East Crisis: A Case Study in Necessity

The rapid escalation of conflict in the Middle East during late February and early March 2026
provides a stark contemporary case study for the necessity of geopolitical stewardship. On
February 28, 2026, the joint military campaign—codenamed Operation Lion’s Roar by Israeli
forces and Operation Epic Fury by the United States—commenced with a series of high-
precision strikes across Iran. The immediate outcome was a seismic shift in the regional order:
the confirmed death of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and a decapitation of the senior
military leadership in Tehran. While a purely scriptural focus might seek to fit these events into



pre-existing prophetic templates, a stewardship of awareness requires a more granular
engagement with the unfolding human and political reality. Without an understanding of the
specific geopolitical actors and the immediate consequences of these strikes, the believer’s
moral response remains theoretical rather than transformative.

The "sufficiency" of the Bible is tested by the scale of the immediate humanitarian and
economic fallout. In the days following the initial strikes, Iran launched extensive retaliatory
drone and missile barrages, targeting not only military installations but also civilian
infrastructure across the Gulf states, including the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, and Bahrain. For
a steward of the faith, the command to "care for the vulnerable" becomes a logistical challenge:
how does one advocate for the 200,000 displaced civilians in Iran or the families in Beirut
currently facing a ground incursion by the Israel Defense Forces? Furthermore, the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz—a vital artery carrying 20% of the world's petroleum—has triggered a
global energy crisis that disproportionately affects the poor in developing nations. Ignorance of
these variables prevents a coherent application of the Gospel’s social mandates.

Ultimately, the 2026 crisis demonstrates that the "signs of the times" are not merely symbolic
indicators of a divine timetable but are urgent calls to ethical action. To remain "unaware" of
the specifics—such as the strikes on civilian targets in Minab or the displacement of nearly a
million people in the Levant—is to effectively silence the voice of conscience. In this wartime
context, the Bible provides the ethical imperative to act, but the "newspaper" provides the
coordinates for where that action is most needed. The 2026 conflict is not an abstract
theological puzzle; it is a physical reality that demands a faith informed by the hard data of
world affairs.

4. The Theology of the Watchman

The biblical foundation for the "stewardship of awareness" is most vividly articulated in the
prophetic tradition, specifically within the book of Ezekiel. The "Theology of the Watchman" ()
establishes a rigorous moral framework where the acquisition and dissemination of information
are treated as life-or-death spiritual duties. In this text, God appoints the prophet as a
"watchman for the house of Israel." The watchman'’s primary function is not to perform ritual
sacrifices or to offer abstract prayers in seclusion; rather, his function is to maintain a constant,
vigilant gaze upon the horizon. His task is to observe the "sword" as it comes upon the land. This
requirement suggests that the prophet must be the most informed person in the community
regarding the movements of the world.

The moral weight of this theology lies in the concept of culpability. If the watchman sees the
danger—the "sword"—and fails to blow the trumpet to warn the people, God declares that the



blood of the victims will be required at the watchman’s hand. This is a profound shift in the
understanding of sin. Here, sin is not defined by an act of malice, but by an act of omission
rooted in a lack of communication. In the context of the 2026 Middle East crisis, this indicates
that having access to information about impending disaster and failing to process or share it is a
spiritual dereliction. The "trumpet" in the modern age has evolved into the digital dissemination
of truth, the reporting of humanitarian crises, and the exposure of political corruption.

Furthermore, the transition from "watching" to "intervening" marks the difference between a
passive observer and a faithful steward. The watchman does not watch for the sake of curiosity;
he watches to facilitate survival. When applied to the current war, this theology posits that a
believer’s "salvation" is linked to their willingness to bear the burden of what they see. One
cannot claim to be a follower of the Word while remaining willfully blind to the world, as the
Bible itself mandates that the follower be the "eyes" of the community. To be a watchman is to
accept that awareness is the first step of intercession. Without the data provided by the
"watch," the prayers of the faithful risk becoming disconnected from the actual suffering of the
neighbor, rendering the faith "insufficient" to meet the moment.

5. The Danger of Prophetic Profiteering

As the 2026 Middle East conflict intensifies, a shadow industry has emerged within the religious
landscape: prophetic profiteering. This phenomenon involves the commodification of wartime
anxiety, where religious leaders use the chaos of geopolitical events to solicit financial
contributions under the guise of spiritual urgency. By framing the strikes on Iran and the
resulting regional instability through the lens of a "Gog and Magog" apocalypse, these actors
transform the "Watchman’s Mandate" from a duty of care into a marketing strategy. This
practice represents a profound perversion of stewardship, as it prioritizes the accumulation of
ministry capital over the actual relief of suffering or the promotion of peace.

The mechanics of this exploitation are often rooted in fear-based eschatology. When a leader
claims that current events are the fulfillment of specific, immutable biblical prophecies, they
often inadvertently suggest that the war is "divinely ordained" and therefore unavoidable. This
fatalistic view effectively replaces the active stewardship of peace-making with a passive, or
even celebratory, observation of destruction. In this environment, the "insufficiency" of a faith
without world awareness is weaponized; the audience, lacking a nuanced understanding of the
political or humanitarian realities, becomes vulnerable to the simplified, alarmist narratives
provided by these profiteers. The call to "give a seed of faith" before the "final harvest" is a
direct appeal to the fear of being left behind or unprepared for the end of history.



Furthermore, prophetic profiteering creates a significant ethical vacuum. While millions are
displaced and infrastructure is decimated in the Persian Gulf and the Levant, a portion of the
global religious public is being directed to fund media empires and private jets rather than
refugee camps or medical clinics. This discrepancy highlights the necessity of "discernment as a
soteriological act." A faith that cannot distinguish between a shepherd who risks their life for
the flock and a salesman who shears the flock for a profit is a faith that has failed its basic
stewardship of the mind. In the 2026 context, the danger of this profiteering is not merely
financial; it is a spiritual distraction that blinds the believer to their actual moral obligations in a
hurting world.

6. Discernment as a Soteriological Act

In the heightened spiritual and political atmosphere of 2026, discernment is not merely a
cognitive skill but a foundational requirement for salvation. The New Testament command to
"test the spirits" () takes on a literal urgency when world leaders and religious figures alike claim
divine mandate for military action or financial appeals. True stewardship of awareness requires
the believer to move beyond a passive reception of information and into a rigorous
interrogation of the sources of that information. In a wartime context, where "truth is the first
casualty," the act of discerning what is factual and what is manipulative becomes a spiritual
discipline. This involves an active resistance to the "confirmation bias" that often plagues
religious communities, where events are shoehorned into pre-existing theological boxes
regardless of the ground-level reality.

A practical manifestation of this discernment is what could be termed a "Theology of the
Receipt." This concept argues that a believer’s stewardship extends to the financial and ethical
accountability of the organizations they support. In the wake of the 2026 strikes on Iran,
numerous religious NGOs have flooded the digital landscape with appeals for aid. Discernment
as a soteriological act requires the believer to investigate whether these funds are reaching the
"least of these" in the ruins of Beirut or if they are being diverted into the administrative coffers
of "prophecy ministries." Transparency, third-party audits, and on-the-ground reporting are the
modern tools of the spirit, allowing the steward to identify the divide between a shepherd who
risks their life for the flock and a salesman who shears the flock for a profit.

Furthermore, this level of discernment protects the believer from becoming an inadvertent
participant in the "blood of the people" mentioned in Ezekiel. If one’s "awareness" is shaped by
propaganda or profiteering, their subsequent actions—whether they be prayers, donations, or
political votes—may actually exacerbate the suffering they claim to oppose. Therefore, the
"insufficiency" of a Bible-only approach is rectified by a commitment to intellectual honesty and



investigative rigor. By demanding accountability from their leaders and accuracy from their news
sources, the believer ensures that their faith remains a bridge to the truth of Christ rather than
a wall of delusion. In the current crisis, the path to salvation is paved with the difficult, often
uncomfortable, work of discerning the real from the manufactured.

7. Informed Hospitality: Stewardship on the Front Lines

In the crucible of the 2026 Middle East war, the concept of "informed hospitality" has moved
from a theological abstraction to a life-saving mechanism. This form of stewardship is
characterized by religious actors who refuse to separate their spiritual identity from the hard
data of the conflict. Unlike those who remain safely removed, analyzing the war as a series of
prophetic milestones, these practitioners apply a "See-Judge-Act" methodology to the
immediate crisis. They argue that the Bible’s command to welcome the stranger () is
"insufficient" if one does not know where the stranger is hiding, what specific trauma they have
endured, or which borders remain open for their passage.

A primary example of this stewardship is found in the actions of the Melkite Greek Catholic
Church in Tyre and southern Lebanon during the 2026 ground incursions. Archbishop Georges
Iskandar and his clergy did not merely offer prayers; they converted cathedrals and parish halls
into sophisticated relief hubs. This required a rigorous "stewardship of awareness" regarding
military movements, supply chain disruptions, and the specific medical needs of those fleeing
the strikes. This is not "secular" logistics; it is the physical manifestation of salvation through
informed action. When a church provides a floor mat, a thermal blanket, and a clean liter of
water based on real-time data of refugee flow, it is fulfilling the "formal sufficiency" of the
Gospel in a way that a distant, uninformed observer cannot.

Furthermore, organizations like Caritas Internationalis and the Red Crescent have demonstrated
that stewardship in 2026 requires being an "information node." In the chaos following the
strikes on Iranian civilian infrastructure in Minab and Bandar Abbas, these religious-affiliated
groups utilized encrypted networks to track the missing and coordinate aid. Their "hospitality" is
"informed" because it relies on a sophisticated understanding of the "Signs of the Times"—not
as mystical symbols, but as the concrete realities of war. To these front-line stewards, being
"unaware" of the news is not an option, as ignorance results in the death of those they are
sworn to protect. This model suggests that the highest form of piety is found in the marriage of
a compassionate heart and a highly informed mind.



8. The Culpability of Apathy

In the moral landscape of the 2026 Middle East war, the question of whether "not knowing"
constitutes a sin is no longer a peripheral academic debate; it is a central soteriological concern.
Traditional Christian ethics has long distinguished between "invincible ignorance"—where a
person cannot reasonably be expected to know the truth—and "vincible ignorance," which
results from a lack of effort or a willful turning away from reality. In a hyper-connected global
society, where the suffering of a civilian in Bandar Abbas or the displacement of a family in
Beirut is broadcast in real-time, the plea of ignorance is increasingly viewed as a form of moral
negligence. To be apathetic toward the "news" of the world is, in this framework, an
abandonment of the stewardship of the mind and a direct violation of the command to love
one’s neighbor as oneself.

The luxury of ignorance is a geographical and economic privilege that often masks a deeper
spiritual malaise. For those in the West, "tuning out" the 2026 conflict is a choice afforded by
distance, yet this choice carries heavy theological weight. If salvation involves the alignment of
the human will with the divine will, then a heart that is indifferent to the destruction of God'’s
image-bearers is a heart in a state of spiritual arrest. Apathy acts as a buffer that prevents the
"insufficiency" of a private faith from being challenged by the "sufficiency" of active, suffering
love. This indifference is not a neutral state; it is a form of complicity in systemic violence. By
refusing to know, the individual effectively grants silent consent to the "sword" that Ezekiel
warned against, becoming a watchman who has intentionally abandoned his post.

Furthermore, the culpability of apathy is magnified by the scale of the 2026 crisis. When the
global energy supply is weaponized and millions face starvation or freezing due to infrastructure
collapse, "not knowing" becomes a logistical shield for the conscience. This shield allows the
believer to maintain a sense of personal piety while the world for which Christ died burns. A
holistic soteriology insists that one cannot be saved in isolation from the "polis." Therefore, the
act of staying informed—of mourning with those who mourn and tracking the movements of
justice and injustice—is a non-negotiable spiritual discipline. In 2026, the greatest threat to the
soul is not necessarily an active embrace of evil, but a passive, informed indifference that
renders the Gospel a hollow, word-only philosophy.

9. Synthesis: Toward a Holistic Soteriology

The integration of scriptural necessity and world awareness culminates in what may be termed
a holistic soteriology. This framework rejects the gnostic impulse to separate the spiritual soul
from the material world, instead proposing that the process of salvation is worked out within
the specificities of history. In the shadow of the 2026 Middle East conflict, a holistic approach
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recognizes that the Bible provides the transcendent "Why" of human existence—our origin, our
moral compass, and our ultimate hope—while the "World" provides the essential "Where" and
"How." To possess the Word without the World is to hold a map but refuse to step onto the
terrain; to possess the World without the Word is to wander the terrain without a compass.

A central component of this synthesis is the restoration of the Imago Dei, or the Image of God,
within the believer. If God is an all-knowing and all-loving Being who is intimately involved in the
unfolding of history, then a human being striving for Christ-likeness must also strive for a heart
that encompasses the world’s realities. In 2026, this means that the "stewardship of awareness"
is an exercise in expanding one's capacity for empathy and justice. When a believer takes the
time to understand the complexities of the Iranian domestic response to the recent strikes or
the nuances of the humanitarian corridors in the Levant, they are practicing a form of
"intellectual love." This cognitive engagement prevents the neighbor from becoming an abstract
concept and ensures they remain a flesh-and-blood reality.

Furthermore, this holistic view positions the Church not merely as a house of worship, but as a
global information network for peace. In an era of deepfakes and state-sponsored propaganda
surrounding the 2026 escalation, the Church’s mandate is to be a source of "sanctified
intelligence." By leveraging its global presence—from the smallest parish in rural Iran to the
largest cathedral in Washington D.C.—the faith community can verify truth and amplify the
voices of the silenced. This collective awareness is a soteriological act because it facilitates the
work of the Kingdom in the here and now. Salvation, in this light, is not an escape from the 2026
headlines, but a deep, informed dive into them, carrying the light of the Word into the specific
darkness of the present hour.

10. Conclusion: The Sufficiency of a Lived Faith

The exploration of the Watchman’s Mandate reveals that the spiritual life is inextricably linked
to the geopolitical reality of the present moment. To assert that the Bible is necessary but not
sufficient for salvation is to acknowledge that the Word of God requires a human vessel—
informed, active, and discerning—to become a living force in history. The 2026 Middle East
crisis serves as a definitive proving ground for this theology. It has demonstrated that a faith
which ignores the "sword" on the horizon is a faith that has abandoned its primary stewardship.
In an era of rapid military escalation, systemic misinformation, and the rise of prophetic
profiteering, the believer's call is not to retreat into a private piety, but to step forward into a
rigorous, informed engagement with the world.

True sufficiency in faith is found when the "Watchman" refuses to be a bystander. The link
between world awareness and the pursuit of salvation is forged in the fires of responsibility. If
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we accept that the "least of these" are currently suffering in the blast zones of the Persian Gulf
or the refugee corridors of the Levant, then our knowledge of their plight is the first step toward
their—and our—redemption. Ignorance in 2026 is a luxury that the steward of God can no
longer afford. Instead, the path forward requires a synthesis of scriptural grounding and
geopolitical literacy, ensuring that every prayer is informed by truth and every act of charity is
directed by data.

Ultimately, the sufficiency of a lived faith is measured by its capacity to "read the signs of the
times" and respond with a "costly discipleship." As the conflict of 2026 continues to reshape the
global order, the mandate for the faithful remains clear: watch the horizon, blow the trumpet of
truth, and provide the hospitality of the informed. In doing so, the believer transforms the
"insufficiency" of the printed page into the "sufficiency" of a life lived in alignment with the
Creator’s concern for all of creation. Salvation is not found by looking away from the world, but
by looking through it with the eyes of Christ.
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