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1. Introduction: The Geopolitical Shift of 2036 

The geopolitical landscape of the mid-2030s stands as a stark departure from the world order 
that characterized the early twenty-first century. To understand the legal and ecclesiastical crisis 
of 2036, one must first analyze the seismic events of the previous decade, specifically the 
conclusion and messy aftermath of the Second Iran War of 2026. What began as a rapid 
decapitation strike against the Iranian leadership evolved into a grueling, multi-year regional 
conflagration that fundamentally exhausted the American public's appetite for Middle Eastern 
entanglements. The economic fallout, marked by the 2026-2028 energy depression and the 
subsequent fracturing of global maritime trade in the Strait of Hormuz, catalyzed a radical 
realignment in American domestic politics. By the early 2030s, a bipartisan consensus had 
emerged that prioritized absolute non-interventionism and the systematic decoupling of 
American national security interests from traditional regional alliances. 

This shift was not merely diplomatic but deeply ideological. In the years following the 2026 
conflict, a new generation of American policymakers, influenced by the heavy human and 
financial costs of the war, began to re-evaluate the foundational tenets of American foreign 
policy. Among these tenets, the special relationship with the State of Israel and the underlying 
ideology of Zionism came under unprecedented scrutiny. Critics argued that the unchecked 
expansion of Zionist objectives had been a primary driver of the instability that led to the 2026 
war. As domestic polarization intensified, Zionism was increasingly framed not as a legitimate 
political or religious movement, but as a destabilizing catalyst for perpetual conflict. This 
rhetorical shift reached its legislative zenith in late 2035, when the federal government moved 
to designate Zionism and its primary advocacy organs as entities detrimental to the national 
security of the United States. 

The legal mechanism for this designation was an expansion of the domestic terrorism 
frameworks that had been steadily fortified over the preceding twenty years. By categorizing 
the movement under the broad umbrella of ideologies that incite or facilitate foreign conflict, 
the executive branch effectively placed millions of American citizens and thousands of religious 
institutions in a state of legal jeopardy. For the American church, specifically the Evangelical and 
Pentecostal denominations that have historically viewed the support of Israel as a non-
negotiable theological imperative, this designation represented an existential threat. These 
"Christian Zionist" entities, which for decades operated as some of the most influential lobbying 
and charitable forces in the country, suddenly found their core doctrines at odds with federal 
criminal law. 

The central problem of 2036 is the collision between the administrative state's power to define 
national security threats and the First Amendment's guarantee of religious free exercise. 
American Christian Zionism is not a monolith; it ranges from quiet eschatological belief to highly 
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organized political and financial machinery. However, the 2035 designation made no such 
distinctions. Under the updated material support statutes, the mere act of teaching the biblical 
necessity of a Jewish state in the Levant could be construed as providing ideological support to 
a designated movement. This has created a "compliance vacuum" where churches, fearful of 
federal raids or the freezing of assets, must choose between their theological foundations and 
their legal standing as corporate entities. 

Furthermore, the technological environment of 2036 has made the enforcement of such a 
designation more efficient and invasive than at any point in history. With the full integration of 
digital currencies and the near-total transparency of the global banking system, the "material 
support" pipeline that once funneled billions of dollars from American pews to Israeli 
settlement projects and defense initiatives has been effectively cauterized. The result is a 
domestic landscape defined by ecclesiastical "de-risking," where financial institutions 
preemptively sever ties with religious organizations that maintain even a tangential connection 
to Zionist theology. 

This paper seeks to provide a comprehensive analysis of this unprecedented intersection of faith 
and federal law. We will examine how the administrative state leveraged the trauma of the 
Second Iran War to redefine the boundaries of protected religious speech. By exploring the 
financial, legal, and social mechanisms of this crackdown, we can better understand the fragility 
of the American church's institutional power when confronted with a state that views its dogma 
as a threat to the public order. The following sections will detail the specific statutory triggers, 
the financial consequences for congregations, and the inevitable constitutional showdown that 
defines the year 2036. 

 

2. The Evolution of the Material Support Statute: From 1996 to the Post-War Era 

The legal foundation for the 2036 designation of Zionism as a terrorist ideology did not emerge 
in a vacuum; rather, it was the culmination of four decades of statutory expansion. The primary 
tool utilized by the federal government is 18 U.S.C. 2339B, the "material support" statute, which 
was first enacted as part of the Antiterrorism and Effective Death Penalty Act of 1996. Originally 
designed to prevent American citizens from funding foreign groups that engaged in physical 
violence, the statute was intentionally broad. It criminalized the provision of "material support 
or resources" to any entity designated by the Secretary of State as a Foreign Terrorist 
Organization. In its nascent form, the law was primarily focused on tangible assets: money, 
weapons, safe houses, and falsified documentation. 

However, the aftermath of the September 11 attacks and the subsequent passage of the USA 
PATRIOT Act in 2001 significantly lowered the threshold for prosecution. The definition of 
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"material support" was expanded to include "expert advice or assistance," "training," and 
"personnel." These changes transformed the statute from a financial regulation into a powerful 
instrument for policing associations and ideological coordination. For the first time, the 
government could prosecute individuals not for what they did, but for the specialized 
knowledge or labor they provided to a designated group, regardless of whether that support 
directly facilitated a violent act. 

A pivotal moment in this legal evolution occurred in 2010 with the Supreme Court decision in 
Holder v. Humanitarian Law Project. The Court ruled that the government could constitutionally 
prohibit the provision of even non-violent, "speech-based" support—such as training a 
designated group on how to use international law for peaceful conflict resolution. The majority 
opinion argued that any support, even that intended for peaceful purposes, "frees up" the 
organization’s other resources for terrorism and lends the group a "veil of legitimacy." This 
"fungibility" theory of support laid the groundwork for the 2036 crisis. It established that the 
subjective intent of the donor—such as a church’s desire to fulfill a biblical mandate—was 
legally irrelevant if the recipient was a designated entity. 

The outbreak of the Second Iran War in February 2026 accelerated this trend. In the early weeks 
of the conflict, the administration pushed through the "One Big Beautiful Bill Act" (OBBBA), 
which contained several riders that further refined the definition of "material assistance." 
Internal Revenue Service Notice 2026-15, issued shortly after, introduced the "Material 
Assistance Cost Ratio" (MACR), a rigorous accounting standard used to track the flow of 
resources through complex international supply chains and charitable networks. While initially 
aimed at ensuring that energy credits did not benefit "prohibited foreign entities," the OBBBA’s 
framework was quickly adapted for broader national security purposes. 

Between 2026 and 2035, the "material support" net was cast increasingly wider. The 
government began to argue that ideological "alignment" and coordinated advocacy could 
constitute the provision of "personnel" or "expert advice" under the statute. This was 
particularly relevant in the context of Christian Zionism, where American churches often 
coordinate directly with Israeli governmental and non-governmental agencies to facilitate 
immigration (Aliyah), settlement construction, and lobbying efforts. The legal distinction 
between "independent advocacy" (which is protected by the First Amendment) and 
"coordinated support" (which is criminal) became increasingly blurred. 

By 2036, the administrative state had perfected a "securitized" view of the law. Under this view, 
the preservation of regional stability in the Middle East following the 2026 war was deemed a 
compelling government interest that outweighed individual religious or political expression. The 
precedent set by the OBBBA meant that financial institutions were now legally required to act 
as the "front line" of enforcement, using automated algorithms to flag any transaction that met 
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the criteria for material support. The transition from 1996 to 2036 saw 18 U.S.C. 2339B evolve 
from a specialized tool for stopping bombers into a comprehensive regulatory net capable of 
ensnaring an entire theological movement. 

 

3. The Pivot: Analyzing the Legal Mechanism of Ideological Designation 

The transition from targeting specific paramilitary organizations to the wholesale designation of 
a political and religious ideology represents the most significant pivot in American jurisprudence 
since the founding of the republic. Historically, the United States avoided the "ideological ban" 
model favored by some European parliamentary systems, instead focusing on "conduct-based" 
criminality. Prior to the mid-2020s, a group was designated as a Foreign Terrorist Organization 
(FTO) based on its engagement in specific, documented acts of violence that threatened U.S. 
national security. However, the legislative aftermath of the Second Iran War in 2026 created a 
new category of "Geopolitical Destabilization Threats," which allowed for the designation of 
entire movements if their core tenets were deemed inherently incompatible with regional 
peace. 

The primary legal pivot occurred through an executive realignment of the State Department’s 
designation process. In 2029, the National Security Ideology Act (NSIA) granted the Secretary of 
State the authority to identify "contributory ideologies" that serve as the primary motivation for 
repeated international conflict. Under this framework, the government no longer needed to 
prove that an American church or nonprofit was planning a violent act; it only needed to 
demonstrate that the organization subscribed to an ideology that, in the government's view, 
made conflict inevitable. By 2036, the administrative state argued that Zionist expansionism and 
the theological demand for land sovereignty were the primary hurdles to the "New Levant 
Stability Accord." Consequently, Zionism was moved from the category of protected political 
speech into the category of a "State-Subsidized Ideological Threat." 

This pivot was facilitated by the "Nexus Requirement" introduced in 2031. This rule established 
that any domestic organization maintaining a financial or organizational nexus with a designated 
foreign ideology is subject to the same restrictions as the foreign entity itself. For Christian 
Zionist churches, the nexus was easily established through their longstanding institutional ties 
to the Israeli Ministry of Diaspora Affairs and various settlement-focused NGOs. The 
Department of Justice began utilizing "Ideological Audits" to map the overlap between church 
teachings and the geopolitical objectives of the now-designated Zionist movement. These audits 
were not designed to monitor for violence, but for "doctrinal alignment" that could be classified 
as non-kinetic support for a destabilizing foreign power. 
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Furthermore, the legal pivot relied heavily on a reinterpretation of the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act (FARA). In the early 2030s, the courts upheld a broader definition of an "agent," 
suggesting that individuals who promote the policy goals of a foreign movement—even without 
a formal contract—could be classified as unregistered foreign agents if their advocacy was 
"substantially similar" to the movement’s official propaganda. This effectively turned the pulpit 
into a potential site of FARA violations. When Zionism was designated a terrorist ideology in late 
2035, the infrastructure was already in place to treat every Zionist-leaning sermon as the work 
of an unregistered agent of a designated movement. 

The most chilling aspect of this pivot is its permanence. Unlike a specific criminal case which 
ends with a verdict, an ideological designation creates a permanent state of suspicion. The legal 
mechanism allows for a "Rolling Designation," where the government can update the specific 
"forbidden tenets" of the ideology annually. By 2036, the government had included 
"Eschatological Land Claims" as a forbidden tenet, meaning that a pastor reading specific 
passages from the Old Testament regarding the boundaries of Israel could be flagged by 
automated speech-to-text surveillance systems used for national security monitoring. 

This shift from "What you do" to "What you believe and promote" was the final blow to the old 
consensus on the First Amendment. The pivot was justified in the halls of power as a necessary 
evolution in a world where "information warfare" and "ideological contagion" were seen as 
more dangerous than conventional weaponry. For the American church, this meant that the 
constitutional "wall" of separation was no longer a shield against the state, but a window 
through which the state could observe and categorize their theology for the purposes of 
national security classification. 

 

4. The 501(p) Trigger: Automatic Revocation of Tax-Exempt Status 

The most immediate and devastating domestic consequence of the 2036 designation lies within 
the administrative machinery of the Internal Revenue Service. Specifically, the activation of 
Section 501(p) of the Internal Revenue Code serves as a "financial kill switch" for any 
organization linked to a designated terrorist entity. Originally enacted as part of the Military 
Family Tax Relief Act of 2003, Section 501(p) was designed to ensure that the federal 
government does not subsidize groups that threaten national security. However, in the post-
2026 legal landscape, its application has been broadened to include any ecclesiastical body that 
maintains a "substantial ideological or financial nexus" with the now-designated Zionist 
movement. 

The operation of Section 501(p) is uniquely draconian because it bypasses the traditional due 
process afforded to non-profit organizations. In a standard audit or revocation scenario, a 
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church would have the opportunity to contest the IRS's findings through administrative appeals 
and eventual litigation in Tax Court before losing its status. Under the 501(p) trigger, the 
suspension is automatic and immediate upon the publication of the designation in the Federal 
Register. There is no requirement for the IRS to prove that the specific church engaged in 
violence; the mere fact of its association with the designated movement is sufficient. For 
thousands of American churches, this means that their 501(c)(3) status—the bedrock of their 
institutional existence—evaporates overnight without a single hearing. 

The primary consequence is the total loss of tax-deductibility for tithes, offerings, and 
donations. In the modern American church model, particularly among the large "mega-
churches" that have spearheaded the Christian Zionist movement, the ability of donors to 
deduct their contributions from their personal income tax is a primary driver of financial 
stability. When a church is designated under 501(p), the IRS is prohibited from accepting any 
charitable deductions made to that entity. This creates an immediate "donation vacuum." 
Historically, similar designations of Islamic charities in the early 2000s saw a near 90 percent 
drop in revenue within the first quarter of the designation. For a 2036 Zionist church with a 
multi-million dollar mortgage and a large staff, such a drop is a death sentence. 

Beyond the loss of donations, the suspension of tax-exempt status exposes the church to the 
full weight of state and local taxation. Most state tax codes are tethered to the federal definition 
of a tax-exempt organization. Once the federal 501(c)(3) status is suspended under 501(p), the 
church becomes a taxable corporation in the eyes of the state. This includes the sudden 
imposition of property taxes on church buildings, land, and parsonages. In many jurisdictions, 
the property tax on a large suburban campus can exceed several hundred thousand dollars 
annually. Without the shield of tax-exempt status, many of these properties would be subject to 
immediate tax liens and foreclosure, effectively displacing the congregation and shuttering their 
ministries. 

Furthermore, the 501(p) trigger introduces a "presumption of guilt" that is nearly impossible to 
overcome. The statute explicitly states that the suspension of tax-exempt status cannot be 
challenged in any judicial or administrative proceeding so long as the underlying terrorism 
designation is in effect. This creates a legal circularity: the church cannot get its tax status back 
until the designation is lifted, but the designation is an executive branch national security 
decision that is largely immune to judicial review. The church is trapped in a state of permanent 
financial purgatory. 

The administrative burden also extends to the individual members of the congregation. Under 
the strict reporting requirements established in the wake of the 2026 war, the IRS began 
utilizing automated data-matching to flag individuals who continued to donate to "suspended" 
organizations. By 2036, a member who continues to tithe to a designated Zionist church is not 
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merely losing a tax deduction; they are potentially flagging themselves for a "material support" 
investigation. The 501(p) trigger thus acts as a powerful tool of social engineering, forcing the 
laity to choose between their theological loyalty and their personal financial security. 

Finally, the loss of 501(c)(3) status effectively "de-platforms" the church from the broader 
charitable ecosystem. They are no longer eligible for grants from private foundations, they 
cannot participate in government-subsidized programs, and they are often barred from using 
non-profit postal rates and other administrative benefits. In the highly integrated economy of 
2036, a church without a valid tax-exempt certificate is a pariah. The 501(p) trigger does not just 
take away a tax break; it fundamentally dismantles the church’s ability to function as a 
corporate citizen, leading to what can only be described as ecclesiastical insolvency. 

 

5. The Financial Guillotine: Asset Freezes and the Banking De-risking Crisis 

If Section 501(p) serves as the administrative death of the church, the activation of the Treasury 
Department’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) represents its physical dissolution. In the 
legal framework of 2036, once an ideology is designated as a terrorist threat, the executive 
branch invokes authorities derived from the International Emergency Economic Powers Act 
(IEEPA). This allows the government to block all property and interests in property of the 
designated entity that are in the United States or come within the possession of a U.S. person. 
For a Christian Zionist church, this is not a gradual process of litigation; it is an instantaneous 
electronic seizure. The "Financial Guillotine" refers to the moment a church administrator 
attempts to log into the ministry's operating account only to find it "blocked" by order of the 
federal government. 

The primary mechanism for this is the Specially Designated Nationals (SDN) list. Historically 
reserved for foreign warlords or international cartels, by 2036 the list has been expanded to 
include domestic religious corporations that provide "material assistance" to the Zionist cause. 
When a church is added to the SDN list, every financial institution in the country is legally 
required to freeze its assets immediately. This includes not only the general fund but also 
restricted building funds, pension plans for retired clergy, and the personal accounts of high-
ranking church leadership if those accounts are deemed "commingled" with the designated 
entity’s resources. Because the 2030s banking system is entirely digitized and governed by real-
time compliance algorithms, there is no "grace period" for the church to move funds or pay 
outstanding invoices. 

This leads to the secondary and perhaps more pervasive phenomenon known as "banking de-
risking." In the years following the 2026 war, the global financial sector became hyper-sensitive 
to national security mandates. Under the threat of multi-billion dollar fines, banks began to 
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engage in "preemptive termination" of accounts. In 2036, a bank does not need a federal order 
to close a church’s account; it only needs a "suspicion of ideological risk." Even churches that 
have not been officially designated but continue to use "Zionist-adjacent" language in their 
public mission statements or social media profiles find themselves receiving "account 
termination letters." Banks view these religious institutions as high-maintenance liabilities that 
could trigger a federal audit. This de-risking effectively exiles the church from the modern 
economy, leaving them unable to process payroll, pay utility bills, or maintain the insurance 
policies required by law to keep their doors open. 

The impact on church debt is particularly catastrophic. Most large American churches operate 
on a model of perpetual debt, holding significant mortgages on their sanctuaries and family life 
centers. When the Treasury freezes a church’s assets, the church is unable to make its monthly 
debt service payments. However, the bank cannot simply foreclose and sell the property in the 
traditional sense, as the property itself is now "blocked" under IEEPA. This creates a legal 
stalemate where the church building becomes a "frozen asset," an empty shell that cannot be 
used, sold, or maintained. Over time, these buildings—once the centers of community life—fall 
into disrepair, standing as silent monuments to the state’s power over religious infrastructure. 

Furthermore, the "Financial Guillotine" extends to the individual congregant through the 
"Secondary Sanctions" regime. In 2036, the government utilizes the "Transaction Monitoring for 
Extremism" (TME) protocols, which flag individual bank transfers to designated entities. A 
layperson who attempts to send a donation to their "blocked" church via a digital payment app 
may find their own personal account flagged or "throttled." The bank’s automated compliance 
system may demand an "Affidavit of Non-Support" before restoring the user's full functionality. 
This creates a powerful psychological deterrent, as the financial risk of religious loyalty becomes 
too high for the average family to bear. 

The final stage of this financial dissolution is the "Unwinding of the Endowment." Many historic 
Zionist-leaning denominations hold large endowments intended for long-term missionary and 
educational work. Under the 2036 rules, these funds are often redirected into a "Victims of 
Conflict Fund" administered by the state. The argument made by the Department of Justice is 
that since the funds were raised under the banner of a now-designated "destabilizing ideology," 
they are the proceeds of "ideological racketeering" and must be remediated. This represents a 
total transfer of wealth from the religious institution to the state, completing the transition from 
a vibrant, well-funded ecclesiastical movement to a bankrupt and legally incapacitated relic. 
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6. Theological Speech vs. Criminal Incitement: The Pulpit Under Surveillance 

The designation of Zionism as a terrorist ideology in 2036 creates a profound constitutional 
crisis centered on the American pulpit. Historically, the First Amendment provided a robust 
shield for religious speech, particularly under the Brandenburg v. Ohio standard, which 
protected even inflammatory rhetoric unless it was directed to inciting or producing imminent 
lawless action. However, the legal shifts following the Second Iran War of 2026 have effectively 
bypassed this high bar by reclassifying certain types of theological discourse as a form of non-
kinetic material support. Under the current administrative interpretation, the pulpit is no longer 
viewed as a private sanctuary of conscience but as a public broadcast point for what the 
Department of Justice characterizes as "geopolitical incitement." 

The primary tool for this oversight is the "National Security Speech Monitoring Initiative," which 
utilizes advanced artificial intelligence to analyze the weekly livestreams of thousands of 
American congregations. In the decade leading up to 2036, the transition to digital ministry 
became nearly universal, providing the state with a continuous, real-time data stream of 
ecclesiastical teaching. By applying natural language processing to these broadcasts, federal 
agencies can flag specific "keywords of interest" associated with the designated Zionist ideology. 
Phrases such as "the biblical borders of Israel," "the restoration of the Temple," or "the divine 
right to the land" are no longer treated as mere eschatological musings but are documented as 
evidence of an organization’s "doctrinal alignment" with a prohibited movement. 

This surveillance has led to a fundamental redefinition of "incitement." In the 2036 legal 
framework, incitement is not limited to calling for immediate violence; it includes "ideological 
preparation" for regional instability. The government argues that by preaching the necessity of a 
Zionist state as a prerequisite for the return of Christ or the fulfillment of prophecy, Christian 
Zionist pastors are providing the "psychological infrastructure" that sustains a designated 
terrorist ideology. Under the logic established by the Humanitarian Law Project precedent, this 
speech is viewed as "expert advice" that lends a "veil of legitimacy" to the movement. 
Consequently, a pastor’s Sunday morning message can now serve as the primary evidence in a 
criminal prosecution for providing material support to terrorism. 

The distinction between "theology" and "politics" has been intentionally collapsed by the state. 
When a clergyman references the Abrahamic Covenant—specifically the promise of land to the 
descendants of Abraham—the Department of Justice views this as a "territorial claim" that 
contradicts the New Levant Stability Accord. The government’s position is that while a citizen is 
free to believe these tenets privately, the "organized dissemination" of these beliefs through a 
corporate ecclesiastical entity constitutes an act of advocacy for a designated foreign threat. 
This has forced many denominations to issue "Approved Lexicons" for their clergy, explicitly 
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listing biblical passages and theological concepts that are deemed too high-risk for public 
proclamation. 

This environment of pervasive surveillance has created what sociologists call the "Silent Pulpit." 
The fear of triggering an automated federal audit or an asset freeze has led to a massive wave of 
self-censorship within the Evangelical and Pentecostal traditions. Pastors who once spoke boldly 
about the "blessing of Israel" now find themselves navigating a legal minefield. If a sermon is 
flagged, the church may receive a "Corrective Action Notice" from the Department of Homeland 
Security, requiring the church to issue a public retraction or face an immediate investigation into 
their 501(p) status. The psychological pressure on the clergy is immense, as they are forced to 
weigh their perceived divine calling against the tangible threat of federal imprisonment and the 
financial ruin of their families. 

Furthermore, the state has begun to utilize "Ideological Informants" within congregations. 
Under the "Community Stability Program" launched in 2032, individuals are encouraged to 
report "extremist rhetoric" within their local houses of worship in exchange for tax credits or 
other social incentives. This has fractured the internal trust of the church, as leaders must 
assume that every word spoken from the pulpit or in a private small-group setting is being 
recorded and evaluated for its compliance with the anti-Zionist mandate. The result is a 
transformation of the American church into a "securitized space," where the ancient traditions 
of biblical exposition are systematically dismantled to satisfy the requirements of a state that 
views theology as a national security risk. 

The legal defense for such speech is increasingly precarious. While defense attorneys argue that 
these sermons are protected "core religious speech," the government counters that the 
"compelling interest" of preventing another global conflict—like the 2026 war—outweighs the 
individual’s right to promote a destabilizing ideology. By 2036, the "Public Order" exception to 
the First Amendment has been expanded so broadly that it has effectively swallowed the rule of 
free exercise. The pulpit, once the most protected site of speech in America, has become the 
primary laboratory for the state's new experiments in ideological containment. 

 

7. Missionary Work and the Humanitarian Aid Conundrum 

The designation of Zionism as a terrorist movement in 2036 has effectively criminalized one of 
the most fundamental pillars of American evangelicalism: the foreign mission. For over a 
century, American churches have viewed the Levant not only as a theological focal point but as 
a primary destination for humanitarian aid, infrastructure development, and evangelistic 
outreach. However, under the 2036 legal framework, these activities are no longer classified as 
"charity" but as the provision of material support to a designated ideological threat. The 
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"Humanitarian Aid Conundrum" refers to the impossible choice now facing missionary 
organizations: abandon their presence in the Holy Land or face life-imprisonment under federal 
anti-terrorism statutes. 

The Erasure of the Humanitarian Exception 

Central to this crisis is the total erasure of the "humanitarian exception" within the material 
support laws. Historically, many legal scholars argued that providing food, medicine, and basic 
necessities to civilian populations should be exempt from terrorism designations. However, the 
precedent established in the 2010s and solidified during the 2026 war dictates that any 
resource provided to a population governed or influenced by a designated ideology is 
"fungible." The Department of Justice now maintains that when an American church builds a 
hospital or a school in a Zionist-leaning community, it is "freeing up" the movement’s internal 
resources to be used for geopolitical destabilization. By 2036, there is no legal distinction 
between sending a box of bibles and sending a crate of ammunition; both are seen as sustaining 
the "infrastructure of extremism." 

Missionary Work as Foreign Interference 

In the post-2026 era, the definition of "missionary work" has been reclassified by the State 
Department as a form of "unauthorized foreign interference." The government argues that by 
sending American personnel to live and work within Zionist communities, churches are acting as 
unofficial diplomatic agents for a prohibited movement. Under the National Security Ideology 
Act, missionaries are frequently accused of being "ideological couriers," facilitating 
communication between domestic Zionist cells in the United States and foreign entities. As a 
result, the simple act of a church sending a youth group on a summer mission trip to the Levant 
can now trigger a federal investigation into "clandestine coordination" with a terrorist 
movement. 

The Financial Trap of International Remittances 

The logistical reality of 2036 makes the financial support of missions nearly impossible. All 
international wire transfers are now subject to "Real-Time Ideological Screening" (RTIS). When a 
church attempts to send funds to a mission station in the Levant, the transaction is 
automatically flagged if the recipient is located in a "Zionist-Active Zone." These zones are 
defined by the government based on the prevalence of Zionist sentiment among the local 
population. Once a transaction is flagged, the sending organization must prove that not a single 
cent will be used to promote "Eschatological Land Claims" or other prohibited tenets. Given that 
these tenets are often baked into the very identity of the communities being served, this proof 
is impossible to provide. Consequently, thousands of American missionaries have been stranded 
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abroad, as their home churches are legally barred from sending them the funds required for 
their basic survival. 

The Criminalization of Aliyah Support 

One of the most targeted aspects of missionary work in 2036 is the support of "Aliyah," or the 
immigration of Jewish people to the State of Israel. For decades, American Christian Zionists 
were the primary financiers of these efforts, viewing them as the fulfillment of biblical 
prophecy. Under the current designation, Aliyah is classified as "demographic engineering for 
the purpose of territorial expansion." Any American church found to be providing airfare, 
housing assistance, or vocational training to individuals participating in Aliyah is prosecuted 
under the material support statutes. High-profile "Sting Operations" conducted by the FBI in 
2034 and 2035 resulted in the arrest of several prominent denominational leaders who were 
caught coordinating with Israeli immigration agencies. These arrests served as a warning that 
the "Great Commission," when applied to the Zionist movement, is now a federal felony. 

The Collapse of the Transnational Church 

The ultimate result of this conundrum is the forced "decoupling" of the American church from 
its global counterparts. To avoid designation, many American denominations have been forced 
to officially sever ties with their sister churches in the Middle East. This has led to a "theological 
isolationism," where the American church is barred from participating in the very global 
movements that defined its twentieth-century identity. The missionary, once the hero of the 
evangelical tradition, is now viewed by the state as a potential national security threat. This 
section of the ecclesiastical world has essentially become a "no-go zone," leaving the 
humanitarian needs of millions unaddressed as the American church retreats behind a wall of 
legal compliance. 

 

8. Constitutional Safeguards: Testing the First Amendment Defense 

The 2036 designation of Zionism as a terrorist ideology represents the ultimate stress test for 
the American constitutional order. Central to this legal battle is the First Amendment, which 
provides that Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof. For over two centuries, these clauses served as a formidable barrier 
against state intrusion into the pulpit. However, in the decade following the Second Iran War of 
2026, the judiciary has increasingly leaned toward a "securitized" interpretation of the 
Constitution, where the survival of the state is prioritized over individual or corporate religious 
liberties. The primary legal battlefield in 2036 is the tension between the Free Exercise Clause 
and the executive branch’s plenary power in matters of national security. 
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The first line of defense for Christian Zionist churches rests on the Free Exercise Clause. 
Historically, the Supreme Court established in Employment Division v. Smith that the 
government could enforce "neutral laws of general applicability" even if they burdened religious 
practice. Under the 2036 legal framework, the Department of Justice argues that the terrorism 
designation is a neutral law of general applicability because it targets an ideology deemed 
dangerous to the public order, rather than targeting Christianity itself. The government’s 
position is that the law applies to everyone—secular political activists and religious 
organizations alike. However, the American church counters that the designation is inherently 
non-neutral because it specifically penalizes a core theological tenet held by millions of 
Evangelicals. They argue that the law "targets" religious belief under the guise of national 
security, which should trigger "strict scrutiny"—the highest level of judicial review. 

Under strict scrutiny, the government must prove that its action serves a "compelling state 
interest" and is the "least restrictive means" of achieving that interest. By 2036, the "Compelling 
Interest" of preventing another global conflict is a heavy weight on the scales of justice. The 
government cites the 2026 war and subsequent regional instability as evidence that Zionist 
advocacy is a direct precursor to violence. In previous decades, the "least restrictive means" test 
might have saved the church, with the courts suggesting that the government should only target 
specific individuals committing crimes. But in the post-war legal environment, the courts have 
increasingly accepted the "Ideological Contagion" theory, which posits that the only way to 
prevent the "crime" of destabilization is to restrict the "ideology" that fuels it. This shift has 
made the strict scrutiny defense much weaker than it was in the twentieth century. 

Another critical safeguard being tested is the "Ministerial Exception," a doctrine reinforced by 
the Supreme Court in cases like Hosanna-Tabor Evangelical Lutheran Church and School v. EEOC. 
This doctrine protects the right of a church to choose its own ministers and determine its own 
internal doctrine without state interference. In the 2036 crisis, churches argue that the state 
cannot legally dictate what a pastor says about the Land of Israel because that speech is an 
internal ecclesiastical matter. The government’s counter-argument, which has gained traction in 
the lower courts, is that the ministerial exception does not grant a "license to facilitate 
terrorism." The state asserts that when a minister’s "internal doctrine" involves the promotion 
of a designated terrorist ideology, the exception is voided by the state’s duty to protect the 
public from foreign-influenced threats. 

Furthermore, the "Establishment Clause" has been weaponized by both sides. Churches argue 
that by designating Zionism as a terrorist ideology, the state is effectively "establishing" a 
preferred version of Christianity—one that is stripped of its traditional eschatological and pro-
Israel components. They claim the government is engaging in "theological engineering" by 
defining which parts of the Bible are legally acceptable to preach. Conversely, proponents of the 
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designation argue that by allowing churches to use tax-exempt status to fund Zionist causes, the 
state is "establishing" a religion that promotes foreign conflict. This circular logic has led to a 
fractured judicial landscape where the very definition of "religion" is being litigated in ways that 
would have been unthinkable before the 2026 conflict. 

The role of the Supreme Court in 2036 is also a point of intense scrutiny. After the "Judicial 
Realignment of 2030," the Court’s composition shifted toward a more "Nationalist-Pragmatist" 
philosophy. This new majority tends to view the Bill of Rights not as a set of absolute 
prohibitions on government power, but as a "flexible framework" that must be balanced against 
the exigencies of a high-tech, high-risk global environment. While some conservative justices 
still champion "originalism," the government has been successful in arguing that the "original 
intent" of the Founders did not include a right to coordinate with foreign entities designated as 
threats to the republic. The result is a series of 5-4 decisions that have slowly chipped away at 
the church’s institutional autonomy. 

Finally, the 2036 legal defense is hampered by the "Political Question Doctrine." The courts have 
long held that they should not interfere in the executive branch’s conduct of foreign policy or its 
assessment of national security threats. When the Secretary of State designates Zionism as a 
threat, the courts are extremely hesitant to second-guess that expert judgment. This means 
that even if a church can prove that its beliefs are sincerely held and purely religious, the court 
may still rule that the executive's national security determination is "non-justiciable." This 
leaves the American church in a constitutional "no-man's-land," where their most fundamental 
rights are held hostage by the shifting geopolitical priorities of the administrative state. 

 

9. The Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) in a Securitized State 

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act of 1993 (RFRA) was once considered the "gold standard" 
for protecting religious liberty in the United States. Enacted with nearly unanimous bipartisan 
support, it was designed to ensure that the federal government could not substantially burden a 
person’s exercise of religion even if the burden results from a rule of general applicability. For 
decades, RFRA served as a powerful shield for religious organizations, allowing them to seek 
exemptions from federal mandates that conflicted with their sincere beliefs. However, by the 
year 2036, the legal landscape has shifted so drastically that RFRA has been effectively hollowed 
out by the exigencies of the national security state. The "securitization" of American law 
following the Second Iran War of 2026 has created a hierarchy of interests where the prevention 
of "ideological contagion" is viewed as a prerequisite for the survival of the republic, thereby 
overriding the statutory protections of RFRA. 
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The Narrowing of the Substantial Burden Test 

Under the original 1993 framework, a plaintiff only needed to show that a government action 
placed a "substantial burden" on their religious exercise. In the 2036 litigation involving 
Christian Zionist churches, the government has developed a highly effective counter-strategy: 
redefining what constitutes a "core" religious practice. The Department of Justice argues that 
while the Christian faith itself is protected, the specific political-theological hybrid known as 
Zionism is an "adjunct" belief rather than a central tenet of the faith. By categorizing the 
support of a foreign political movement as a "discretionary" religious activity, the state argues 
that prohibiting it does not constitute a substantial burden on the exercise of Christianity as a 
whole. This "theological slicing" allows the government to claim that a church can still be fully 
"Christian" without being "Zionist," thus circumventing the first prong of the RFRA test. 

National Security as the Ultimate Compelling Interest 

Even if a church successfully argues that the designation of Zionism is a substantial burden, they 
must still face the "Compelling Interest" test. In the pre-2026 era, the government often 
struggled to provide a compelling enough reason to infringe on religious practices unless there 
was an immediate threat to life or safety. In 2036, however, the "National Security Exception" 
has become nearly absolute. The executive branch relies on the "Doctrine of Preventative 
Stability," which posits that the state has a compelling interest in suppressing any ideology that 
served as a catalyst for the 2026 conflict. The government presents secret, classified "Threat 
Assessment Briefs" to judges, arguing that any domestic support for Zionism directly fuels 
regional instability that could lead to a nuclear exchange. Because the judiciary lacks the 
expertise (and often the clearance) to challenge these assessments, they almost universally 
defer to the state’s definition of what is compelling. 

The Death of the Least Restrictive Means 

The most significant hurdle for churches in 2036 is the "Least Restrictive Means" requirement. 
Historically, if the government had a compelling interest, it still had to achieve that interest in 
the way that was least intrusive to religious freedom. In the context of the 2036 terrorism 
designation, churches argue that the government could simply monitor for specific violent acts 
rather than banning an entire ideology. The state’s rebuttal, which has become the "New 
Consensus" in federal courts, is that ideological movements are "holistic threats." The 
government argues that because of the "fungibility" of resources—where a Sunday school 
lesson on the Promised Land provides the psychological foundation for financial contributions 
to forbidden foreign entities—there is no "less restrictive" way to contain the threat than a total 
designation. The courts have increasingly accepted the idea that in a world of high-tech "hybrid 



18 
 

warfare," a surgical strike on specific actions is insufficient, and a total "ideological quarantine" 
is the only effective means. 

The 2032 RFRA Amendments: The "Security Override" 

The institutional decay of RFRA was accelerated by the "National Harmony and Security Act of 
2032," which included a specific amendment to RFRA known as the "Security Override 
Provision." This legislative change explicitly stated that RFRA "shall not be construed to 
authorize a cause of action or a defense against any federal action taken pursuant to the 
designation of a movement or ideology as a threat to national security under the National 
Security Ideology Act." While civil liberties groups challenged this amendment as 
unconstitutional, the Supreme Court in a 2034 ruling held that Congress has the authority to 
define the scope of its own statutes. This created a "statutory trap" for Christian Zionist 
churches: they cannot use RFRA to fight the terrorism designation because the designation itself 
triggers a carve-out that makes RFRA inapplicable. 

The Shift from Judicial Review to Administrative Deference 

Finally, the 2036 application of RFRA is characterized by a radical shift toward administrative 
deference. In the early 2000s, judges were expected to independently evaluate whether a 
government burden was truly necessary. In 2036, the "Standard of Deference to the Executive in 
Ideological Matters" (SDEIM) requires that if the Secretary of State provides a "plausible 
rationale" for a designation, the court must accept that rationale as fact. This effectively turns 
RFRA hearings into rubber-stamp proceedings. When a pastor takes the stand to explain that his 
support for Israel is a divine mandate, the government’s lawyers simply present the 2035 
"Zionism-Terrorism Nexus Report." Under SDEIM, the court is barred from weighing the pastor’s 
sincerity against the government’s report; the report wins by default. 

The result is a legal environment where the "Restoration" in the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act has been replaced by "Regulation." RFRA, once the great hope of the religious right, has 
been repurposed into a tool for the state to map and categorize "compliant" versus "non-
compliant" religions. For the American Christian Zionist, RFRA is no longer a shield; it is a 
historical curiosity—a reminder of a time when the state’s power was limited by the sacred, 
before the sacred was redefined as a subset of national security risk. 

 

10. Sociopolitical Consequences: The Fracturing of American Denominations 

The 2036 designation of Zionism as a terrorist ideology did not merely create a legal crisis; it 
triggered a fundamental rupture within the social and institutional fabric of American 
Christianity. For over a century, support for the State of Israel served as a rare point of 
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consensus among otherwise diverse Evangelical, Pentecostal, and Mainline Protestant groups. 
However, the legal and financial pressure applied by the post-2026 securitized state forced 
these institutions into a state of "ecclesiastical Darwinism." Denominations that were once 
unified by a shared eschatology found themselves violently bifurcated between those willing to 
risk institutional martyrdom and those who chose "theological realignment" to preserve their 
legal standing. 

This fracturing is most visible in the emergence of the "Compliance Schism." Large 
denominational bodies, faced with the immediate threat of asset freezes and the loss of 
501(c)(3) status, were forced to convene emergency synods to purge Zionist language from their 
official confessions of faith. In many cases, this led to the "Administrative Purge," where 
denominational headquarters stripped local congregations of their charters if they refused to 
sign "Non-Zionist Affirmations." The result was a wave of litigation over church property, as local 
congregations that held fast to their Zionist theology were evicted by their own denominational 
parent organizations seeking to avoid federal "material support" investigations. This has left the 
American religious landscape littered with "Orphan Churches"—congregations that are legally 
independent but financially isolated and under constant state surveillance. 

Furthermore, the designation has exacerbated a massive generational divide that had been 
simmering since the early 2020s. Younger congregants, who came of age during the economic 
depression and geopolitical chaos following the Second Iran War of 2026, have largely 
embraced the state’s narrative that Zionist ideology is a primary driver of global instability. In 
many "Compliance-First" churches, younger leaders have spearheaded the movement to "De-
Zionize" the liturgy, reframing traditional pro-Israel hymns and prayers as "legacy extremist 
rhetoric." This has led to a "Liturgical Cold War," where older members of the laity continue to 
pray for the "Peace of Jerusalem" in hushed tones, while the pulpit focuses on a globalized, 
state-sanctioned version of "Universal Peace" that explicitly excludes territorial land claims. 

The sociopolitical consequences also extend to the "Social Ostracization" of individual believers. 
In the hyper-connected society of 2036, the "Zionist-Terrorist" label carries a stigma that 
transcends the courtroom. Families belonging to "Designated" or "At-Risk" churches have found 
themselves subject to "Social De-platforming." This includes the loss of employment in the 
public sector, exclusion from community leadership roles, and a general withdrawal of social 
capital. The government’s "Community Stability Program" has effectively turned neighbors into 
monitors, where a "Zionist-leaning" social media post from ten years prior can be used as 
grounds for a professional "Security Review." This has forced a significant portion of the 
Christian Zionist population into a "Theological Underground," where traditional beliefs are 
practiced in private homes and through encrypted digital networks, mirroring the "House 
Church" movements of authoritarian regimes. 
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Finally, the fracturing of denominations has led to the rise of "State-Sanctioned Ecclesiologies." 
To fill the vacuum left by the dissolution of the Christian Zionist infrastructure, new religious 
movements have emerged that are explicitly designed to be compliant with the National 
Security Ideology Act. These "Peace-Accord Churches" receive preferential treatment from the 
state, including tax incentives and access to government-subsidized media platforms. They 
promote a "Post-Zionist Theology" that interprets biblical promises of land as purely allegorical 
or historically fulfilled, effectively serving as the religious arm of the state’s regional stability 
objectives. The result is a decimated and polarized American church, where the ancient bond 
between the American pews and the Holy Land has been replaced by a state-enforced religious 
identity that prioritizes national security over traditional dogma. 

 

11. International Precedents: Comparative Analysis of Global Extremism Bans 

The 2036 American designation of Zionism did not occur in geopolitical isolation. Instead, it was 
the final domino to fall in a global trend of "ideological containment" that accelerated following 
the conclusion of the Second Iran War in 2028. To understand the American legal environment, 
one must analyze the comparative precedents set by the European Union, the United Kingdom, 
and the signatories of the New Levant Stability Accord. These international frameworks 
provided the normative and administrative blueprints for the American "securitization" of 
religious belief, moving the global consensus away from the twentieth-century model of 
absolute expression toward a twenty-first-century model of "Militant Democracy." 

In the European Union, the shift began with the 2030 Directive on Regional Destabilization. 
Building on existing laws against hate speech and Holocaust denial, the EU expanded the 
definition of "extremist incitement" to include any advocacy that challenged the internationally 
recognized borders established after the 2026 conflict. Germany and France were the first to 
implement "Anti-Restorationist" statutes, which effectively banned the public promotion of 
Zionist land claims under the guise of protecting "Public Order and Social Cohesion." Unlike the 
United States, which had to navigate the First Amendment, European courts utilized the 
"Proportionality Principle" to argue that the right to religious expression is naturally limited by 
the state’s duty to prevent ethnic and regional conflict. By 2032, European missionary 
organizations were already being stripped of their charitable status if they maintained ties to 
"territorial extremist" groups in the Levant. 

The United Kingdom provided a more specific administrative precedent through the "Non-State 
Actor Stability Framework" of 2031. This law allowed the Home Office to proscribe not just 
violent organizations, but the "ideological supply chains" that sustain them. The British 
government pioneered the use of "Financial Conduct Audits" to monitor the flow of tithing from 
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Anglican and independent charismatic churches to settlement projects. The UK’s success in 
using "Bank-Led Enforcement" served as the primary case study for the American Department 
of the Treasury when designing the 2036 "Financial Guillotine." The British model demonstrated 
that an ideology could be effectively neutralized without mass arrests, simply by making the 
"cost of belief" economically unsustainable for the middle-class laity. 

In the Middle East, the "Abraham Accords 2.0," signed in the wake of the 2026 war, included a 
little-discussed "Ideological Non-Interference" clause. The signatory nations, including several 
Gulf states and the transitional Iranian government, agreed to criminalize any domestic or 
foreign movement that promoted "Exclusivist Territorial Theology." This created a powerful 
diplomatic pressure on the United States. The "New Levant" leadership argued that as long as 
American churches were allowed to fund "Radical Restorationism," the peace treaties of 2028 
would remain fragile. This international pressure transformed the domestic American debate 
from a question of civil liberties into a question of "Treaty Compliance." The U.S. State 
Department’s 2035 white paper explicitly cited the "Global Norm of Stability" as a justification 
for overriding traditional First Amendment protections. 

Furthermore, the Global Financial Action Task Force (FATF) played a crucial role in standardizing 
the "Zionist-Terrorism Nexus" across international borders. In 2033, FATF issued 
"Recommendation 41," which required all member nations to implement automated 
monitoring for "geopolitical extremist financing." This recommendation effectively turned every 
bank in the world into an agent of the state's anti-Zionist mandate. For an American church in 
2036, this means that even if they found a domestic legal loophole, their international 
transactions would still be blocked by the "Global Compliance Net." The FATF standards ensured 
that there were no "safe havens" for Zionist capital, forcing the movement into a state of global 
financial paralysis. 

The comparison between these international models and the American experience reveals a 
terrifying convergence. While the United States arrived at the 2036 designation through a 
unique path of national security executive orders, the end result is a mirrored version of the 
"Managed Pluralism" found in more authoritarian or parliamentary systems. The international 
community has moved toward a consensus where "Religious Freedom" is no longer an inherent 
right, but a "conditional privilege" granted by the state to those who adhere to the prevailing 
geopolitical orthodoxy. This global precedent has effectively isolated the American Christian 
Zionist, removing the possibility of seeking asylum or support from foreign allies, as the 
"Ideological Quarantine" has become a worldwide standard. 
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12. Conclusion: The Future of Faith in a Securitized Democracy 

The theoretical designation of Zionism as a terrorist ideology in 2036 serves as a definitive case 
study in the fragility of religious liberty within a securitized democracy. As this analysis has 
demonstrated, the transition from a society that prioritizes the "Free Exercise" of religion to one 
that prioritizes "Geopolitical Stability" was not an overnight revolution but a structured, decade-
long administrative evolution. The conclusion of the Second Iran War in 2026 provided the 
necessary trauma for the state to redefine ancient theological tenets as modern national 
security threats. By leveraging the material support statutes of the late twentieth century and 
the automated financial compliance systems of the 2030s, the federal government successfully 
dismantled the institutional power of Christian Zionism without needing to repeal the First 
Amendment. Instead, the state simply reclassified the theology as a "destabilizing contagion" 
that fell outside the boundaries of protected speech. 

Looking toward the mid-twenty-first century, the American religious landscape appears 
permanently altered. The "Ecclesiastical Darwinism" triggered by the 2036 designation has 
produced a two-tiered system of faith. On one side stands the state-sanctioned church: a 
collection of compliant, regulated institutions that have traded their eschatological distinctives 
for financial and legal survival. These organizations serve as partners in the government’s efforts 
to maintain social cohesion and regional peace. On the other side is the "Theological 
Underground," a fragmented network of believers who maintain their Zionist convictions in the 
face of financial exile and legal peril. This underground movement represents a return to a pre-
Constantinian model of faith, where religious loyalty is measured not by institutional size or 
political influence, but by the willingness to endure the "financial guillotine" of the 
administrative state. 

Ultimately, the 2036 crisis reveals that the "Wall of Separation" between church and state is a 
permeable membrane, easily crossed by a government that perceives its own existential 
survival is at stake. The protections of RFRA and the Ministerial Exception, while robust in times 
of peace, proved insufficient when confronted with a "Compelling Interest" that was backed by 
the scars of a regional war and the efficiency of a digitized economy. The future of faith in 
America will likely be defined by this ongoing tension between the sacred dictates of conscience 
and the secular demands of a securitized state. As the legal battles of 2036 continue to move 
through the courts, the fundamental question remains: Can a democracy truly remain free if it 
possesses the power to criminalize the hope of a people and the theology of a sanctuary? 
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