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In the realm of literature, where serious critiques of society are often 
encapsulated in straightforward narratives, there exists a subtly powerful 
counterpart: tongue-in-cheek literature. "Subtle Satires: The Hidden Depths 
of Tongue-in-Cheek Literature" delves into the ingenious ways authors 
employ humor, irony, and satire to peel back layers of societal norms and 
expose underlying truths. From Jonathan Swift’s acerbic wit in "Gulliver’s 
Travels" to the sharp social observations of Jane Austen in "Pride and 
Prejudice," this exploration spans genres and epochs to reveal how satire 
serves as a compelling mirror to society. These works challenge the status 
quo, cleverly critiquing everything from political policies to social injustices, 
all while engaging and entertaining the reader. This collection aims to 
enhance our appreciation of how satire not only enriches literary artistry 
but also deepens our understanding of historical and cultural contexts, 
encouraging a more nuanced engagement with the texts that shape our 
world. 
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Introduction 

Tongue-in-cheek literature employs a specific type of humor and subtlety 
that masks serious commentary beneath a seemingly playful or frivolous 
facade. This literary style leverages irony, sarcasm, and understatement, 
allowing authors to deliver criticism and social commentary in a manner 
that might not immediately provoke hostility or defensive reactions from 
the audience. Such works often invite readers into a complicit 
understanding that what is being said is not to be taken entirely at face 
value, thus engaging them in a deeper level of reflection and interpretation. 

The significance of tongue-in-cheek literature lies in its capacity to 
challenge societal norms, expose hypocrisy, and provoke thought, all while 
entertaining the audience. This dual function—amusement coupled with 
critique—is what makes tongue-in-cheek works enduringly valuable and 
impactful. They serve as a mirror to society, reflecting flaws and absurdities 
in a manner that is accessible and engaging, often bypassing censorship 
and the more straightforward defenses against criticism. 

Recognizing the elements of satire, irony, and humor in literature is 
crucial for a comprehensive understanding of a text's deeper meanings and 
implications. Satire allows writers to scrutinize and criticize their targets by 
exaggerating faults and follies, irony provides a way of stating something 
while meaning another, and humor adds a layer of entertainment that can 
make even bitter pills easier to swallow. These devices are not merely for 
decoration or entertainment; they are powerful tools for communication 
and persuasion, often used to effect social and political change or to 
challenge the status quo. 

However, the very subtlety that makes tongue-in-cheek literature appealing 
and effective can also lead to misunderstandings. These elements can be 
overlooked at the time of publication for several reasons. Readers may 
focus solely on the surface narrative or be unattuned to the cultural and 
contextual clues that signal satirical intent. Historical context, societal 
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norms, and the personal backgrounds of readers all play significant roles in 
how a work is interpreted. Consequently, many works that are rich in satire 
and irony might not be fully appreciated until time has passed and societal 
perspectives have shifted, allowing for a reevaluation of the text in a new 
light. 

Thus, examining tongue-in-cheek literature not only enriches our 
appreciation of literary artistry but also enhances our understanding of 
historical and cultural contexts, revealing the multifaceted ways in which 
authors communicate with their audiences across time and space. This 
paper will explore various major works that employed tongue-in-cheek 
styles, investigating how their satirical layers were initially received and how 
they have come to be understood in contemporary evaluations. 

 

Gulliver’s Travels by Jonathan Swift 

 
Overview of the narrative as perceived initially 

Published in 1726 under the pseudonym Lemuel Gulliver, "Gulliver's 
Travels" was initially perceived as a compelling adventure story. It recounts 
the voyages of Gulliver, who visits several strange lands, including Lilliput, 
where the inhabitants are just six inches tall, and Brobdingnag, where they 
are giants. The book captivated audiences with its imaginative settings and 
the thrilling experiences of its protagonist. Early readers, especially those 
less familiar with political satire, often took the narrative at face value, 
enjoying it as merely a series of entertaining tales about mythical lands and 
bizarre creatures. The work's appeal as a straightforward narrative of 
exploration and discovery helped it gain popularity across a wide range of 
readers. 
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Analysis of the satirical elements criticizing politics and human nature 

However, beneath the surface narrative of travel and adventure, Jonathan 
Swift embedded a profound and biting critique of contemporary politics, 
human nature, and the follies of intellectual pretension. Swift, a master of 
satire, used the experiences of Gulliver to mirror and mock the absurdities 
of the society of his day. 

1. Political Satire: In Lilliput, the petty rivalries and ridiculous 
ceremonies lampoon the political landscape of Europe, particularly 
the court of King George I and the British government. The conflict 
between the High-Heels and the Low-Heels mimics the pointless 
conflicts between the Whigs and Tories of Swift’s time. The dispute 
over the proper way to crack an egg parodies religious and political 
conflicts driven by trivial disagreements that escalate into major 
discord. 

2. Critique of Human Nature: The voyage to Brobdingnag allows Swift 
to critique human nature from the opposite perspective. Here, 
Gulliver is the small creature, subject to the magnified scrutiny of the 
giants. Their king, upon learning of European politics, dismisses it as a 
breeding ground for vice and corruption, reflecting Swift's 
disillusionment with the moral decay he perceived in his own society. 

3. Scientific Pretension: The floating island of Laputa is a satire on the 
Royal Society and its experiments. Swift critiques the impracticality of 
the scientists and their detachment from the everyday concerns of the 
people. The Laputans are so lost in thought that they need flappers to 
remind them to engage with the world—a mocking representation of 
intellectuals too caught up in their theories to see practical realities. 

4. Human Cruelty and Corruption: Lastly, in the land of the 
Houyhnhnms, Swift presents an ideal society of rational horses 
contrasted starkly with the brutish Yahoos, who represent the worst 
of human nature. Swift uses this comparison to question whether 
rationality devoid of sentiment is truly desirable and to criticize the 
deep flaws and vices he sees in human society. 
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Through these fantastical narratives, Swift not only entertains but also 
forces readers to confront uncomfortable truths about their society, 
government, and themselves. "Gulliver's Travels" thus serves as a mirror 
held up to society, using the guise of fantasy to explore and criticize real 
human follies and vices, making it one of the most enduring works of 
satirical literature. 

 

Don Quixote by Miguel de Cervantes 

 
Description of the plot and initial reception as a humorous tale 

"Don Quixote," published in two parts in 1605 and 1615, is one of the most 
influential works in the literary canon, often heralded as the first modern 
novel. The story follows the adventures of Alonso Quixano, an aging 
gentleman from La Mancha in central Spain, who becomes obsessed with 
the chivalric romances he reads. He decides to take up the mantle of 
knighthood under the name Don Quixote and sets out on a quest to right 
wrongs and bring justice to the world, accompanied by his loyal squire, 
Sancho Panza. 

The initial reception of "Don Quixote" was as a humorous tale. Readers 
were entertained by the absurd situations and the comic interactions 
between Don Quixote, who views the world through the distorted lens of 
chivalric romance, and Sancho Panza, who, though more grounded, has his 
own peculiar wisdom and ambitions. The novel's mix of realism and fantasy, 
the comedic misunderstandings, and the slapstick elements were widely 
appreciated. This humor and the engaging narrative style contributed to its 
immediate success across various social classes in Spain and later 
throughout Europe. 
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Discussion on its parody of chivalric romances and deeper social 
commentary 

While "Don Quixote" was enjoyed for its humor, its deeper layers function 
as a sophisticated critique and parody of the chivalric romances popular at 
the time. Cervantes crafted his work to satirize these often formulaic stories 
that depicted knights as paragons of virtue engaging in heroic feats. By 
placing his deluded protagonist in a real world that consistently refutes his 
romantic illusions, Cervantes exposes the absurdities and impracticalities of 
the chivalric ideals. 

The parody extends beyond merely mocking outdated literary genres; it 
serves as a vehicle for broader social commentary. Through Don Quixote’s 
misguided adventures, Cervantes examines the social, economic, and 
religious structures of his time. The novel touches on the rigid class 
structures, the transition from the old feudal order to a more modern 
capitalist framework, and the human capacity for self-deception. Don 
Quixote's idealism is constantly contrasted with the harsh realities of 17th-
century Spain, reflecting the conflicts and changes within Spanish society. 

Moreover, Cervantes uses the interactions between Don Quixote and 
Sancho Panza to explore themes of personal and social identity. Sancho, 
often the voice of peasant common sense, counterbalances Don Quixote's 
high-flown intellectualism, thus bridging the gap between the ideal and the 
real. Their dialogues delve into philosophical discussions about truth, 
justice, and human nature, elevating the novel from a simple satire to a 
profound exploration of humanity. 

In conclusion, "Don Quixote" is far more than just a humorous story; it is a 
multilayered narrative that uses parody and satire to critique societal norms 
and explore complex themes about reality, fiction, and human condition. Its 
enduring appeal lies in this rich tapestry of humor and serious reflection, 
making it a seminal work in the history of literature. 
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The Importance of Being Earnest by Oscar Wilde 

 
Introduction to the play’s superficial comedic elements 

"The Importance of Being Earnest," first performed in 1895, is one of Oscar 
Wilde’s most renowned and last plays, often hailed as a masterpiece of 
comedic brilliance. The play is a farce that centers on the use of fictitious 
identities in the pursuit of love and marital happiness. Its main character, 
Jack Worthing, leads a double life, presenting himself as "Ernest" in the city 
to escape his responsibilities and indulge in adventures. His friend Algernon 
Moncrieff discovers Jack's ruse and decides to adopt a similar deception. 
The plot weaves through a series of mistaken identities, romantic pursuits, 
and humorous dialogues, culminating in a delightful mix-up that resolves in 
typical comedic fashion with marriages and happy reunions. 

The initial reception of the play focused largely on its surface elements—its 
witty dialogue, clever plot twists, and humorous situations. Audiences were 
captivated by Wilde’s sharp wit and the play’s lighthearted take on the 
romance and intrigues among the English upper class. The rapid-fire 
epigrams and the absurdity of the characters’ situations made it an instant 
hit, viewed primarily as a source of entertainment rather than a vehicle for 
serious critique. 

Exploration of its critique of Victorian social mores and hypocrisy 

Beneath the sparkling surface of its humor, "The Importance of Being 
Earnest" offers a scathing indictment of Victorian social mores and 
hypocrisy, particularly concerning marriage, identity, and social obligations. 
Wilde uses the comedic device of mistaken identities not just for laughs but 
to expose the superficialities and contradictions of the society he lived in. 

1. Critique of Marriage: The play mocks the Victorian ideals 
surrounding marriage, presenting it as a social tool rather than a 
romantic union based on love. Marriage is discussed in terms of 
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conditions and convenience rather than affection and moral 
commitment. Lady Bracknell’s character, in particular, embodies this 
view, with her mercenary attitudes towards marriage and her concern 
for social status above all else. 

2. Hypocrisy and Social Pretense: Wilde explores the theme of 
hypocrisy through the protagonists' dual lives. Both Jack and 
Algernon lead double lives to escape societal expectations and 
indulge their desires away from the prying eyes of their social circles. 
This duplicity is a direct jab at the strict, often unrealistic social norms 
that governed personal behavior, suggesting that one’s public 
persona often hides a quite different private life. 

3. Satire on Social Status and Snobbery: The play also targets the 
obsession with lineage and social status, epitomized by Lady 
Bracknell’s interrogation of Jack regarding his qualifications as a 
suitor. Her absurd questions about politics, health, and his origins 
(especially being found in a handbag) lampoon the period’s elitism 
and class consciousness. 

Through its brilliant dialogue and engaging scenarios, "The Importance of 
Being Earnest" cleverly critiques the values of Victorian society, making 
serious points about social hypocrisy and human behavior while keeping its 
audience laughing. This balancing act between humor and critique is what 
cements the play as a critical fixture in the literary canon, celebrated not 
just for its entertainment value but also for its insightful commentary on 
human nature and society. 

 

A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift 

 
Summary of the pamphlet's shocking proposal 

"A Modest Proposal" is a satirical pamphlet written by Jonathan Swift in 
1729. The full title, "A Modest Proposal for Preventing the Children of Poor 
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People in Ireland from Being a Burden to Their Parents or Country, and for 
Making Them Beneficial to the Public," succinctly outlines the horrifyingly 
cold logic of Swift's satirical suggestion. Swift proposes that the 
impoverished Irish might ease their economic troubles by selling their 
children as food to wealthy landlords and ladies. This would, he argues, 
solve several pressing problems at once: reducing the population of the 
poor, providing them with a source of income, and supplying the rich with a 
new delicacy to enjoy. 

The proposal is meticulously detailed, calculating the costs of rearing a 
child, the likely price their flesh would fetch on the market, and the 
economic benefits that would accrue to society. The deadpan delivery of 
this grotesque suggestion, framed in the rational language of economic 
reasoning and utilitarian thought, shocks the reader into recognizing the 
absurdity and moral vacuity of viewing human lives as mere economic 
variables. 

Examination of the satirical attack on British exploitation of Ireland 

Swift's pamphlet goes far beyond the literal meaning of its proposal to 
deliver a scathing indictment of British colonial policy and the ruthless 
exploitation of Ireland. By suggesting such an inhumane way to profit from 
the suffering of the poor, Swift aims to force a confrontation with the brutal 
realities of how Irish people are treated under British rule. The proposal 
mocks the heartless attitudes that many British policymakers held toward 
the Irish poor, critiquing the reduction of people to economic commodities. 

1. Critique of Economic Exploitation: Swift’s extreme proposal 
highlights the economic exploitation of the Irish population by 
English landlords, many of whom drained Ireland’s resources without 
regard for the welfare of the local people. The proposal exaggerates 
this exploitation to a monstrous degree, suggesting that if children 
are to be a 'crop' to be harvested, then the inhumanity of the 
economic system is laid bare. 
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2. Condemnation of British Indifference: The pamphlet also targets 
the aloofness and moral disengagement of the British authorities and 
the wealthy English aristocracy who benefited from Ireland’s 
economic hardships. Swift’s use of a calm, economic tone in 
discussing something as horrific as cannibalism satirizes the cold, 
calculated indifference with which economic policies were imposed 
on Ireland. 

3. Appeal for Empathy and Moral Reconsideration: At a deeper level, 
Swift’s work is a plea for empathy and a moral reevaluation of policies 
that treat human beings as mere economic units. The outrageous 
suggestion is intended to shock people out of complacency and into 
a realization of the cruelty inflicted on the Irish people. 

"A Modest Proposal" remains one of the most powerful examples of 
satirical writing, using shock and irony to open eyes to injustices and 
compel moral and humanitarian responses to social and political issues. Its 
enduring relevance speaks to the sharpness of Swift’s critique and the 
universal need for compassion in policy-making. 

 

Candide by Voltaire 

 
Narrative Summary and Initial Reception as a Simple Adventure Story 

"Candide, or Optimism" is a novella published by the French Enlightenment 
philosopher Voltaire in 1759. It narrates the journey of a young man named 
Candide, who is educated in a baron’s castle under the tutelage of Dr. 
Pangloss. Pangloss, an unyielding optimist, teaches Candide that they live 
in "the best of all possible worlds," where everything happens for a reason. 
As Candide travels the world, he encounters a wide array of misfortunes, 
from wars and earthquakes to betrayal and cruelty. Despite the relentless 
adversity, Candide retains his teacher’s optimism for a significant part of his 
journey. 
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Initially, "Candide" was often received as a simple adventure story filled with 
bizarre and exaggerated events that entertain and amuse the reader. Its 
quick-paced plot, exotic settings, and a series of improbable catastrophes 
might have obscured its philosophical underpinnings to the contemporary 
audience, making it appear as merely a humorous tale. The book was 
popular across Europe, appreciated for its clear and engaging prose and its 
ability to hold the reader's attention through constant shifts in scenery and 
action. 

Insights into Its Criticism of Philosophical Optimism and Societal 
Issues 

Beneath the surface of this adventurous narrative, Voltaire embeds a 
profound critique of Leibnizian optimism, a prevalent philosophy of his 
time which posited that a benevolent God has created the best of all 
possible worlds. Through Candide's relentless misfortunes, Voltaire satirizes 
this idea, suggesting that to accept the world’s suffering as part of a greater 
good is not only absurd but also harmful because it excuses human cruelty 
and passivity in the face of injustice. 

1. Satire of Optimism: Each disaster Candide faces undermines 
Pangloss’s optimistic philosophy. For instance, after surviving an 
earthquake, witnessing executions, and experiencing personal 
betrayals, Pangloss stubbornly justifies these events as necessary 
components of a predetermined, optimal plan. Voltaire uses this to 
illustrate the danger of intellectual rigidity and the folly of trying to 
rationalize irrational suffering. 

2. Critique of Society and Institutions: Beyond attacking philosophical 
optimism, "Candide" also critiques various societal and institutional 
failures. Voltaire exposes the brutality of war, the corruption of the 
Church, the incompetence of aristocratic rulers, and the harsh realities 
of economic inequality. Each episode in Candide’s journey reveals 
different societal vices, from the hypocrisy of religious leaders who 
indulge in sins they preach against, to the exploitation inherent in 
colonial enterprises. 
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3. Advocacy for Practical Philosophy: The novel concludes with 
Candide somewhat disenchanted, settling on a small farm with his 
companions, determined to live by the principle that "we must 
cultivate our garden." This ending is often interpreted as Voltaire's 
advocacy for a practical philosophy focused on action and personal 
responsibility. It suggests a rejection of lofty philosophical ideals in 
favor of pragmatic, tangible efforts that improve one’s immediate 
world. 

Through "Candide," Voltaire not only entertains but also encourages his 
readers to question blind optimism and to recognize the complexity of 
human suffering. His work challenges the reader to confront the world as it 
is, not as it is philosophically idealized to be, making a lasting impact on 
Enlightenment thought and modern philosophical inquiry. 

 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain 

 
Presentation of the Adventure Story Aspect 

"The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn," written by Mark Twain and published 
in 1884, is often heralded as one of the great American novels. The 
narrative follows the young protagonist, Huck Finn, as he escapes from his 
abusive father by faking his own death and fleeing down the Mississippi 
River. Alongside him is Jim, an escaped slave seeking freedom. Together, 
they encounter a series of adventures that range from the humorous to the 
harrowing, involving feuding families, con men, and various other 
characters of the American South. 

At its surface, the novel presents itself as a vibrant and exciting adventure 
story. Huck's journey on the raft brings him into a picturesque world of 
exploration and freedom on the river, which contrasts starkly with the 
restrictive and civilized society on land. This adventurous narrative 
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captivated readers with its vivid depictions of the American landscape and 
the thrilling escapades of Huck and Jim. The story's appeal as an adventure 
tale for young readers was clear, showcasing Twain’s exceptional skill in 
weaving humor and drama into the travelogue of the Mississippi. 

Analysis of its Satirical Look at Southern Society and Racial Prejudices 

Beneath its adventurous surface, "The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" 
offers a deep and biting critique of the antebellum South's societal norms 
and racial prejudices. Twain uses the episodic structure of Huck and Jim’s 
river journey to expose and satirize the various facets of Southern society. 

1. Satire of Social Mores and Hypocrisy: Through encounters with 
different communities and individuals along the river, Twain critiques 
the hypocrisy and often absurd moral and social values of the time. 
For example, the Grangerfords and Shepherdsons, despite being 
church-going families, engage in a brutal and senseless feud. This 
irony highlights the dissonance between the professed values of 
civility and the violent reality of Southern aristocracy. 

2. Critique of Slavery and Racism: The character of Jim, and his 
relationship with Huck, serves as a vehicle for challenging 
contemporary attitudes toward race and slavery. Huck’s moral conflict 
about helping Jim escape, which he initially sees as the wrong and 
sinful act, brings to light the inherent contradiction in the moral 
framework of a society that justifies slavery. As Huck comes to see 
Jim’s humanity and loyalty, Twain subtly criticizes the dehumanizing 
institution of slavery and the racism underpinning it. 

3. Examination of Individual vs. Society: Throughout the novel, Huck 
grapples with his conscience, torn between the societal values 
ingrained in him and his own developing sense of right and wrong. 
This conflict drives much of the novel’s critique, as Huck ultimately 
rejects the moral codes of his society, remarking famously at one 
point, "All right, then, I'll go to hell," as he decides to help Jim escape 
to freedom. 
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"The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn" thus operates on multiple levels. 
While it provides the thrilling narrative of an adventure story, it also serves 
as a profound commentary on the injustices and absurdities of American 
society in the 19th century. Its enduring importance lies in its powerful 
blend of adventure and social critique, making it a seminal work in 
American literature. 

 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

 
Overview of the story's allegorical layer representing Soviet Russia 

"Animal Farm," published in 1945, is a political allegory written by George 
Orwell. Set on a farm where the animals revolt against their human farmer, 
hoping to create a society where animals can be equal, free, and happy, the 
story initially portrays an idealistic uprising aimed at establishing a utopia 
of animal equality. However, the revolution quickly devolves as the pigs, 
who seize leadership roles, begin to emulate the oppressors they 
overthrew, leading to a regime that is just as oppressive as the previous 
one. 

This narrative is a direct allegory for the Russian Revolution of 1917 and the 
subsequent establishment of the Soviet Union. Major characters in the 
novella represent key figures and groups in this historical period: Napoleon 
the pig is an allegory for Joseph Stalin, Snowball another pig, represents 
Leon Trotsky, and other animal groups symbolize different social classes 
and political entities within the Soviet state. The gradual corruption of the 
revolution's ideals depicted in "Animal Farm" reflects the transformation of 
the Soviet Union from a revolutionary state into a totalitarian regime under 
Stalin, where the founding principles were betrayed and the populace 
found themselves under a regime as oppressive as the one it replaced. 
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Discussion of the broader implications as a critique of totalitarianism 

While "Animal Farm" provides a specific critique of the Soviet experiment 
and Stalin's betrayal of the revolution's ideals, its implications extend far 
beyond its historical allegory. Orwell uses the farm's descent into a 
totalitarian state to explore broader themes about power, control, and 
political corruption. 

1. Nature of Power and Corruption: Orwell illustrates how power can 
corrupt those who hold it and how absolute power corrupts 
absolutely. The pigs, particularly Napoleon, use propaganda, 
manipulation, and violence to consolidate their control, altering the 
farm's laws to justify their privileged position. This reflects Orwell's 
broader commentary on how revolutionary ideals are often corrupted 
by those who rise to power. 

2. Role of Propaganda and Manipulation: Through the character of 
Squealer, the pigs' chief propagandist, Orwell critiques the powerful 
tool of propaganda in controlling and manipulating public perception 
and opinion. Squealer's ability to rewrite history and the 
commandments of Animalism to benefit the ruling elite is a direct 
criticism of totalitarian governments' use of misinformation to 
suppress dissent and maintain power. 

3. Betrayal of Revolutionary Ideals: "Animal Farm" shows how the 
original noble goals of revolutions can be utterly perverted by those 
who come into power afterward. The shift from "All animals are 
equal" to "All animals are equal, but some animals are more equal 
than others" captures this betrayal, emphasizing how revolutionary 
language can be co-opted to serve the interests of a new elite. 

4. Public's Role and Responsibility: The story also reflects on the 
complicity and gullibility of the public in allowing authoritarian 
regimes to gain and maintain power. The other animals on the farm, 
despite witnessing the pigs’ increasingly blatant hypocrisy, largely go 
along with what they are told until it is too late to change their fate. 
This serves as a caution about the need for vigilance and critical 
thinking to safeguard freedoms against authoritarian tendencies. 
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In essence, "Animal Farm" transcends its critique of a specific historical 
event to serve as a timeless reflection on the dynamics of power and 
control, the corrupting influence of absolute power, and the importance of 
accountability in governance. It remains profoundly relevant in its warning 
against the dangers of unchecked authority in any society. 

 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

 
Brief on the Romantic Elements and Initial Public Perception 

"Pride and Prejudice," published in 1813, is one of Jane Austen's most 
cherished novels. It is centered around the relationship between Elizabeth 
Bennet, the witty and independent second daughter of a country 
gentleman, and the wealthy and seemingly aloof Mr. Darcy. The novel 
unfolds against the backdrop of rural England and follows the emotional 
development of its protagonists as they navigate the complexities of 
misunderstanding and judgment before coming to a mutual respect and 
love. The romantic elements of the story, including the dance scenes, initial 
misunderstandings, gradual revelations, and eventual heartfelt declarations, 
contribute significantly to its enduring popularity. 

Initially, "Pride and Prejudice" was received with positive acclaim, 
appreciated for its lively characterization, sharp dialogue, and its blend of 
romance with social commentary. The public and critics alike praised 
Austen’s ability to create a compelling narrative that was both entertaining 
and reflective of social realities. It quickly gained readership, capturing the 
attention of a broad audience through its relatable characters and 
engaging plot, making it a favorite in the emerging British novel literature. 
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Critique of Class Consciousness and Marriage Politics in 19th-Century 
England 

While "Pride and Prejudice" is often celebrated for its romantic plot, it also 
offers a penetrating critique of the class consciousness and marriage 
politics of early 19th-century English society. Austen uses her novel to 
explore how these elements influence individual lives and societal 
interactions. 

1. Class Consciousness: Throughout the novel, Austen explores the 
rigid class structures that defined personal relationships and social 
mobility in the 19th century. Mr. Darcy's initial pride and Elizabeth's 
prejudice, both rooted in societal notions of class and status, are 
central to the narrative conflict. The way characters navigate their 
social positions is critically depicted, particularly through the 
interactions between the aristocratic Darcy and the middle-class 
Elizabeth. Austen portrays the absurdities and the strict limitations of 
the social hierarchy, critiquing how class prejudice affects both 
personal and familial fortunes. 

2. Marriage as a Social Contract: "Pride and Prejudice" also delves into 
the politics of marriage. The novel opens with the famous line, "It is a 
truth universally acknowledged, that a single man in possession of a 
good fortune, must be in want of a wife," satirically indicating the 
economic and social considerations that often underpinned marital 
alliances rather than romantic love. Through characters like Charlotte 
Lucas, who marries the odious Mr. Collins for economic security, 
Austen highlights the pragmatic, often mercenary nature of marriage 
during the period. In contrast, Elizabeth's refusal to marry for 
convenience and her eventual union with Darcy suggest a challenge 
to these norms, advocating for marriage based on mutual respect and 
emotional connection. 

3. Critique of Gender Dynamics: The novel also addresses gender 
dynamics within this social context, emphasizing the limited 
opportunities available to women. The Bennet sisters’ need to marry 
well is not just a social requirement but a necessary economic 
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strategy, highlighting the vulnerabilities of women who lack 
inheritance and legal rights in their own names. 

By embedding these critiques within a romantic narrative, Jane Austen 
ensures that "Pride and Prejudice" is not only engaging but also serves as a 
subtle yet incisive critique of the social fabric of her time. The novel remains 
a seminal work in the study of English literature, offering insights into both 
the human heart and the societal pressures that shape personal destiny. 

 

The Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde 

 
Introduction to the Novel’s Plot and Themes of Aestheticism 

"The Picture of Dorian Gray," published in 1890, is Oscar Wilde’s only novel 
and is considered one of his most notable works. The story revolves around 
Dorian Gray, a young man of extraordinary beauty whose portrait is painted 
by the talented artist Basil Hallward. Enchanted by his own image and 
influenced by the hedonistic and cynical Lord Henry Wotton, Dorian wishes 
that he might always stay young and beautiful while the portrait grows old 
and bears the marks of his sinful acts. Miraculously, his wish is granted, 
leading Dorian down a path of unrestrained indulgence and moral decay, 
while his portrait grotesquely transforms to reflect the consequences of his 
actions. 

Aestheticism, the pursuit of beauty without regard for morality, is a central 
theme in the novel. Wilde, a proponent of the aesthetic movement, 
explores through Dorian Gray the idea that beauty and sensual fulfillment 
are the only things worth pursuing in life. The novel poses challenging 
questions about the relationship between art, beauty, morality, and the true 
nature of the self, encapsulating these in Lord Henry's provocative 
aphorisms and Dorian's tumultuous experiences. 
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Analysis of Its Satirical Commentary on Victorian Society’s Moral 
Duplicity 

Oscar Wilde uses "The Picture of Dorian Gray" to launch a sharp critique of 
Victorian society, particularly targeting its moral duplicity and the often 
hypocritical disparity between public virtue and private vice. Through the 
transformation of Dorian’s portrait and his unchanging outward 
appearance, Wilde satirizes the Victorian era’s obsessive concern with 
surface respectability and the hidden corruption lurking beneath. 

1. Critique of Social Hypocrisy: Dorian Gray's character becomes a 
powerful metaphor for the Victorian tendency to hide personal 
corruption behind a facade of moral righteousness and aesthetic 
beauty. While Dorian maintains a youthful and innocent appearance, 
engaging in philanthropy and enjoying high social regard, his portrait 
reveals his true nature, becoming ever more disfigured with each of 
his corrupt acts. Wilde criticizes a society that values appearance over 
authenticity, and the social facade that allows individuals like Dorian 
to lead a double life. 

2. Moral and Ethical Questions: The novel also poses serious ethical 
questions about the impact of unchecked hedonism and the pursuit 
of personal pleasure at the expense of others. Dorian's ultimate ruin 
and the fate of those around him reflect Wilde’s commentary on the 
destructive nature of living a life devoid of moral responsibility. His 
downfall illustrates the inevitable consequences of living solely for 
one’s own pleasure, suggesting a deeper societal need for ethical 
constraints. 

3. Role of Art in Society: Wilde also explores the role of art in society 
through the novel, particularly questioning the belief that art must 
serve a moral or educational purpose. The novel itself, much like the 
portrait of Dorian, serves as a sort of aesthetic mirror, reflecting the 
viewer's (or reader's) own moral state. Wilde’s preface to the novel 
famously states that "all art is quite useless," provocatively dismissing 
the idea that art should be moral or instructive. 
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"The Picture of Dorian Gray" remains a compelling critique of Victorian 
society, using the story of a man whose external beauty contrasts with his 
internal corruption to explore themes of aestheticism, morality, and the 
duplicity of societal values. Through Dorian Gray’s tragic story, Wilde 
questions the sustainability of a societal structure that prioritizes 
appearance over truth, and superficial manners over genuine moral 
conduct. 

 

The War of the Worlds by H.G. Wells 

 
Description of the Sci-Fi Elements and the Thrilling Narrative of an 
Alien Invasion 

"The War of the Worlds," published in 1898 by H.G. Wells, is one of the 
earliest and most influential science fiction novels depicting an alien 
invasion. The story is set in England, where the narrator recounts the 
sudden and terrifying arrival of Martians who land in large metal cylinders. 
These Martians are equipped with advanced technology, including heat-
rays and giant fighting machines known as tripods, which they use to 
devastating effect against human defenses. The narrative captures the panic 
and chaos that ensues as these seemingly invincible aliens destroy towns, 
defeat armies, and spread a wave of fear and desolation across the country. 

Wells masterfully uses the science fiction genre to explore the limits of 
human technology and society. The novel is replete with detailed 
descriptions of the Martians’ technology, contrasting sharply with the 
relatively primitive human weapons of the time. This stark contrast 
heightens the suspense and drama of the invasion, as humanity is brought 
to the brink of extinction. The narrative is thrilling not only for its action and 
the technological marvels it describes but also for its deep exploration of 
human emotions, resilience, and the instinct for survival in the face of 
overwhelming odds. 
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Insight into the Critique of British Imperialism and Colonial Attitudes 

Beyond its surface as a captivating sci-fi adventure, "The War of the 
Worlds" also serves as a profound critique of British imperialism and the 
broader colonial attitudes of the era. By depicting England—the center of 
the largest empire in history—as the victim of a brutal and unprovoked 
invasion, Wells invites his readers to reflect on the experiences of those 
countries and peoples who faced similar invasions by European powers. 

1. Reversal of the Imperialist Narrative: The novel reverses the typical 
imperialist narrative, with the British not as invaders but as the 
invaded. This reversal highlights the destructive impact of imperialism 
on indigenous populations. The Martians treat humans much like 
European colonizers treated native populations, considering them as 
inferior beings to be swept aside in the quest for expansion. This role 
reversal forces British readers to confront the harsh realities of their 
empire's impact on other societies. 

2. Critique of Colonial Justifications: The Martians’ indifference to 
human suffering mirrors the justifications often used by imperial 
powers to rationalize their expansionist policies. Just as the Martians 
see their actions as necessary for their survival, imperialists often 
justified their conquests as a 'civilizing mission' or a necessity for 
acquiring resources. Wells challenges these notions by showing the 
brutal consequences of such an ideology when directed against the 
very people who once propagated it. 

3. Reflection on Human Vulnerability and Ethical Responsibility: By 
making his fellow Britons the subjects rather than the perpetrators of 
an invasion, Wells prompts a reflection on themes of vulnerability, 
ethical responsibility, and the moral implications of wielding superior 
power. The narrative suggests that advanced technology and power 
do not confer rightful ownership of another world, critiquing the 
imperial logic that might equals right. 

"The War of the Worlds" thus cleverly uses the format of a science fiction 
narrative to critique contemporary British imperialism and stimulate ethical 
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debate about power and responsibility. Its enduring appeal lies not only in 
its thrilling plot and technological imaginings but also in its capacity to 
challenge readers to reconsider the moral dimensions of their actions on a 
global scale. 

 

Conclusion 

 
Recapitulation of the Role of Tongue-in-Cheek Literature in Subtly 
Critiquing Societal Norms 

Throughout this exploration of tongue-in-cheek literature, we have seen 
how authors across eras and genres have skillfully used humor, irony, and 
satire to critique societal norms and expose the underlying issues within 
their cultures. From Jonathan Swift's scathing irony in "Gulliver’s Travels" 
and "A Modest Proposal" to the sophisticated social commentary of Jane 
Austen in "Pride and Prejudice," these works share a common thread: they 
challenge the status quo and provoke thought under the guise of 
entertainment. By presenting their critiques through wit and subtle ridicule, 
these authors have managed to engage with sensitive topics in a manner 
that is both accessible and palatable, often reaching wider audiences than 
straightforward polemical texts might. 

Reflection on the Importance of Historical and Cultural Context in 
Fully Appreciating Literary Satire 

Understanding the historical and cultural context of these works is crucial 
for fully appreciating their satirical content and the subtlety of their 
critiques. Satire, by its nature, often references contemporary events, 
societal norms, and popular attitudes, embedding its criticisms in 
specificities that may not be immediately obvious without knowledge of the 
period in which the work was created. For instance, the nuances of 
Voltaire's criticism of optimism in "Candide" are more poignant when 
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understood against the backdrop of the philosophical and political debates 
of the Enlightenment. Similarly, Oscar Wilde’s critique of Victorian hypocrisy 
in "The Picture of Dorian Gray" gains depth when seen in the context of the 
restrictive social mores of his time. 

Discussion of the Lasting Impact of These Works on Contemporary 
Society and Literature 

The lasting impact of these tongue-in-cheek works on contemporary 
society and literature cannot be overstated. These works continue to 
influence modern thought and art, offering timeless insights into human 
nature and societal flaws. Their methods of wrapping serious critiques in 
humor and satire have inspired countless writers and artists, contributing to 
the evolution of literary and artistic expression. Moreover, their ability to 
provoke reflection on ethical and moral questions remains relevant, as 
contemporary societies continue to grapple with similar issues of inequality, 
hypocrisy, and the abuse of power. 

Additionally, these works foster a critical approach to reading and 
interpretation, encouraging audiences to look beyond the surface and 
question underlying assumptions about authority, morality, and justice. This 
critical engagement is essential in an era where information is plentiful and 
often presented with a particular bias. The legacy of these works reminds us 
of the power of literature not just to amuse and delight, but also to 
challenge and transform. 

In sum, the exploration of tongue-in-cheek literature highlights the 
powerful role that satire and irony play in shaping societal discourse. It 
underscores the need for audiences to engage critically with texts, 
understanding their historical contexts, and appreciating their deeper, often 
radical implications. As we continue to navigate the complexities of modern 
society, the lessons from these works remain as pertinent as ever, 
demonstrating that literature holds a mirror to society, reflecting its flaws 
and urging us toward introspection and, ultimately, progress.  
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