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In an era dominated by the rapid spread of digital information, the importance of 
fact-checking has never been more critical. Raskrinkavanje.ba, a pioneering fact-
checking platform based in Bosnia and Herzegovina, is at the forefront of this 
mission in the Balkan region. Founded in 2017 by the "Zašto ne" association, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba has dedicated itself to combating misinformation and 
promoting media literacy. By meticulously verifying media reports, public 
statements, and social media content, the platform ensures that the public has 
access to accurate and reliable information. Their work not only debunks false 
claims but also educates citizens on how to critically assess the information they 
encounter. Through international collaborations and innovative methodologies, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba continues to uphold the principles of transparency, 
accountability, and impartiality, making significant contributions to the integrity 
of public discourse. 
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Introduction 

In an era where misinformation and fake news proliferate across media platforms, 
the need for vigilant and reliable fact-checking has never been greater. 
Raskrinkavanje.ba, a pioneering fact-checking platform based in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, stands at the forefront of this critical endeavor. Since its inception in 
2017 by the "Zašto ne" association, Raskrinkavanje.ba has dedicated itself to 
debunking false claims and promoting truth in the media landscape of the 
Western Balkans. This article delves into the origins, methodology, notable 
achievements, and future directions of Raskrinkavanje.ba, highlighting its 
essential role in fostering a more informed and discerning public. 

Brief Overview of Raskrinkavanje.ba 

Raskrinkavanje.ba was established to address the growing need for media 
accountability and the verification of information in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Founded by the citizen association "Zašto ne" (Why Not), the platform quickly 
became a cornerstone in the fight against misinformation in the region. 
Raskrinkavanje.ba employs a rigorous fact-checking methodology to evaluate the 
accuracy of media reports and public statements, distinguishing itself through 
transparency and a commitment to unbiased analysis (Raskrinkavanje) (Project 
Oasis Europe). 

The platform's primary objectives are to increase media literacy among the public, 
hold media outlets accountable for the information they disseminate, and provide 
a reliable source of verified information. By meticulously analyzing media content, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba aims to counteract the spread of false news and propaganda, 
thereby contributing to a more informed and engaged citizenry (Project Oasis 
Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Importance of Fact-Checking in Today's Media Environment 

The proliferation of digital media has democratized access to information, 
allowing anyone with an internet connection to publish and share content. While 
this has many positive implications, it has also led to an unprecedented spread of 
misinformation. Fake news, propaganda, and sensationalism can easily go viral, 
often with significant real-world consequences. In this context, the role of fact-

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
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checking organizations like Raskrinkavanje.ba is crucial (Raskrinkavanje) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

Fact-checking serves several essential functions in today's media environment: 

1. Maintaining Public Trust: Accurate information is the bedrock of a 
functioning democracy. Fact-checking helps maintain public trust in media 
institutions by holding them accountable and ensuring the information they 
provide is accurate and reliable. 

2. Educating the Public: Fact-checking organizations play a vital role in 
educating the public about how to critically evaluate the information they 
consume. This includes identifying common tactics used in misinformation 
and understanding the importance of sourcing and evidence. 

3. Counteracting Misinformation: In the fast-paced world of digital media, 
misinformation can spread quickly and widely. Fact-checkers work to 
identify and correct false information, thereby preventing it from causing 
harm or influencing public opinion unduly. 

4. Supporting Democratic Processes: During elections and other critical 
events, fact-checking helps ensure that public discourse is based on 
accurate information. This is essential for the integrity of democratic 
processes and informed voter decision-making. 

5. Enhancing Media Literacy: By providing tools and resources for the public 
to identify misinformation, fact-checking organizations contribute to a 
more media-literate society. This empowers individuals to navigate the 
complex information landscape more effectively. 

Raskrinkavanje.ba exemplifies the importance of these roles in the Western 
Balkans, a region with a complex media environment and a history of political and 
ethnic tensions. By diligently verifying information and promoting transparency, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba contributes to a more informed and resilient public, capable of 
discerning truth from falsehood in an age of information overload. 

 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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Origins and Mission 

Founding Details (Established in 2017 by the "Zašto ne" Association) 

Raskrinkavanje.ba was launched in 2017 by the Bosnian citizen association "Zašto 
ne" (Why Not). This association has a long-standing history of promoting 
transparency, accountability, and civic engagement in Bosnia and Herzegovina. 
Recognizing the growing problem of misinformation and the need for media 
literacy, "Zašto ne" saw the establishment of Raskrinkavanje.ba as a critical step 
toward enhancing the quality and reliability of information available to the public 
(Raskrinkavanje) (Project Oasis Europe). 

The creation of Raskrinkavanje.ba was driven by the recognition that 
misinformation was not only prevalent in political discourse but also in everyday 
news consumption. The platform was designed to systematically address these 
issues by providing a reliable resource for verifying the accuracy of media reports 
and public statements. This initiative was part of a broader effort by "Zašto ne" to 
foster a more informed and engaged society, equipped to critically assess the 
information they encounter (Project Oasis Europe). 

Core Mission and Objectives 

The core mission of Raskrinkavanje.ba is to combat misinformation and improve 
media literacy among the public. To achieve this mission, the platform has set 
several key objectives: 

1. Fact-Checking Media Content: Raskrinkavanje.ba rigorously analyzes media 
reports, public statements, and social media posts to determine their 
accuracy. By doing so, they aim to expose false information and prevent its 
spread. 

2. Promoting Media Literacy: The platform provides educational resources 
and tools to help the public better understand how to evaluate the 
credibility of information. This includes workshops, articles, and interactive 
content designed to enhance critical thinking skills. 

3. Increasing Accountability: Raskrinkavanje.ba holds media outlets and 
public figures accountable for the information they disseminate. By publicly 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
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correcting false claims and highlighting reliable sources, they encourage 
higher standards of journalism. 

4. Encouraging Transparency: The platform advocates for transparency in 
media practices and reporting. They believe that open and honest 
communication is essential for maintaining public trust in media 
institutions. 

5. Fostering Civic Engagement: By empowering citizens with accurate 
information and the tools to evaluate it, Raskrinkavanje.ba promotes active 
and informed participation in democratic processes (Raskrinkavanje) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

Affiliations with International Fact-Checking Networks 

Raskrinkavanje.ba is affiliated with several international fact-checking networks, 
which enhances its credibility and effectiveness. These affiliations include: 

1. International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN): Raskrinkavanje.ba is a verified 
signatory of the IFCN Code of Principles. This affiliation ensures that the 
platform adheres to high standards of transparency, impartiality, and 
accuracy in its fact-checking processes. The IFCN, operated by the Poynter 
Institute, connects fact-checkers worldwide and promotes best practices in 
the field (Countering Disinformation) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. SEE Check Network: This is a regional network of fact-checking 
organizations in Southeast Europe. It includes platforms like Faktograf.hr 
from Croatia, Raskrikavanje from Serbia, and others. SEE Check facilitates 
collaboration and information sharing among fact-checkers in the region, 
enhancing their collective ability to combat misinformation (Project Oasis 
Europe). 

3. Facebook’s Third-Party Fact-Checking Program: Raskrinkavanje.ba is a 
partner in Facebook's initiative to combat the spread of misinformation on 
its platform. This partnership involves identifying, reviewing, and rating 
viral misinformation on Facebook, helping to reduce the visibility of false 
content (Countering Disinformation) (FactCheck.org). 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://www.factcheck.org/2023/12/fake-story-about-trans-athlete-spreads-online/
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Through these affiliations, Raskrinkavanje.ba leverages a global network of 
expertise and resources, strengthening its capacity to address the complex and 
evolving challenges of misinformation in today's media landscape. These 
partnerships also underscore the platform's commitment to maintaining the 
highest standards of fact-checking and media accountability. 

4o 

Expand: Methodology and Principles Overview of the fact-checking process 
Criteria for evaluating media content Transparency and accountability practices 

ChatGPT 

Methodology and Principles 

Overview of the Fact-Checking Process 

Raskrinkavanje.ba employs a rigorous and systematic fact-checking process to 
ensure the accuracy and reliability of the information it provides. The process 
involves several key steps: 

1. Selection of Claims: The team monitors various media outlets, social media 
platforms, and public statements to identify potentially false or misleading 
information. Priority is given to claims that are widely disseminated, have 
significant public interest, or could have serious consequences if left 
unchecked. 

2. Research and Verification: Once a claim is selected, researchers gather all 
relevant information from multiple credible sources. This includes official 
statements, scientific studies, expert opinions, and data from authoritative 
databases. The goal is to verify the factual accuracy of the claim by cross-
referencing it with reliable evidence. 

3. Analysis: The gathered information is analyzed to determine the veracity of 
the claim. This involves checking for logical consistency, identifying any 
discrepancies, and evaluating the credibility of the sources. The analysis 
also considers the context in which the claim was made to avoid 
misinterpretation. 
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4. Rating the Claim: Based on the analysis, the claim is rated according to a 
predefined scale. Raskrinkavanje.ba uses various categories such as "true," 
"false," "misleading," "unverified," and "satire" to provide a clear 
assessment of the claim's accuracy. 

5. Publication: The findings are documented in a detailed report, which 
includes the original claim, the research methodology, the evidence used, 
and the final rating. This report is then published on the Raskrinkavanje.ba 
website and shared through their social media channels to reach a wider 
audience (Project Oasis Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Criteria for Evaluating Media Content 

Raskrinkavanje.ba uses a set of criteria to evaluate the accuracy and reliability of 
media content. These criteria ensure a consistent and objective approach to fact-
checking: 

1. Source Credibility: The credibility of the sources used to support or refute a 
claim is critically evaluated. Reliable sources include academic journals, 
official government reports, and statements from recognized experts and 
institutions. 

2. Evidence Quality: The quality and relevance of the evidence are assessed. 
This includes checking for peer-reviewed studies, statistical data, and direct 
quotations from reputable authorities. 

3. Context and Clarity: The context in which the claim was made is considered 
to ensure it is not taken out of context or misinterpreted. Clarity of the 
claim is also important to avoid ambiguity. 

4. Logical Consistency: The logical coherence of the claim and the supporting 
evidence is evaluated. Inconsistencies or contradictions are noted and 
analyzed. 

5. Potential Impact: The potential impact of the claim on public perception 
and behavior is considered. Claims with significant public interest or 
potential harm are prioritized for fact-checking (Project Oasis Europe) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

 

https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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Transparency and Accountability Practices 

Raskrinkavanje.ba is committed to maintaining high standards of transparency 
and accountability in its fact-checking process. This commitment is reflected in 
several practices: 

1. Publicly Available Methodology: The methodology used for fact-checking is 
publicly available on the Raskrinkavanje.ba website. This allows the public 
to understand and evaluate the process used to verify claims. 

2. Detailed Reports: Each fact-checking report includes detailed information 
about the claim, the research conducted, the sources used, and the 
rationale for the final rating. This transparency helps build trust with the 
audience. 

3. Corrections Policy: If a mistake is made, Raskrinkavanje.ba has a clear 
corrections policy. Errors are promptly acknowledged and corrected, and 
updates are clearly indicated in the original report. This policy ensures 
accountability and maintains the integrity of their work (Raskrinkavanje). 

4. Independence and Impartiality: Raskrinkavanje.ba adheres to strict 
principles of independence and impartiality. The platform is non-partisan 
and does not accept funding from political entities. All fact-checks are 
conducted without bias and based solely on evidence and established facts 
(Countering Disinformation) (Raskrinkavanje). 

5. Engagement with the Public: Raskrinkavanje.ba actively engages with the 
public through social media, educational workshops, and community 
events. This engagement helps promote media literacy and encourages the 
public to critically assess the information they encounter (Project Oasis 
Europe). 

By adhering to these rigorous methodologies and principles, Raskrinkavanje.ba 
plays a crucial role in ensuring the accuracy of information in the media and 
fostering a more informed and discerning public. 

 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
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Methodology and Principles 

Overview of the Fact-Checking Process 

Raskrinkavanje.ba follows a meticulous and systematic process to verify the 
accuracy of media content. This process involves several key steps: 

1. Selection of Claims: The first step involves selecting claims to be fact-
checked. These claims are often sourced from media reports, social media 
posts, public statements, and user submissions. The platform prioritizes 
claims that have significant public impact or high virality. 

2. Initial Research: Once a claim is selected, the team conducts initial research 
to gather context and background information. This involves reviewing 
primary sources, such as official statements, documents, and credible news 
reports. 

3. Evidence Collection: The fact-checkers then gather evidence to support or 
refute the claim. This includes reaching out to experts, using fact-checking 
tools, and consulting authoritative databases and research studies. 

4. Analysis and Evaluation: The collected evidence is analyzed to determine 
the accuracy of the claim. The team evaluates the sources' credibility, the 
consistency of the information, and the logical coherence of the arguments 
presented. 

5. Rating the Claim: Based on the analysis, the claim is assigned a rating. 
Raskrinkavanje.ba uses a detailed rating system to categorize the claims, 
ranging from "true" to "false," with intermediary ratings for partially true or 
misleading information. 

6. Publication: The final analysis, along with the evidence and rating, is 
published on the Raskrinkavanje.ba website. The publication includes a 
detailed explanation of the fact-checking process and the rationale behind 
the rating. 
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Criteria for Evaluating Media Content 

Raskrinkavanje.ba employs specific criteria to evaluate the credibility and 
accuracy of media content: 

1. Source Credibility: The trustworthiness of the sources used in the claim is 
critically assessed. Reliable sources include peer-reviewed journals, official 
records, and recognized experts in the field. 

2. Evidence Consistency: The consistency and reliability of the evidence 
presented are evaluated. Fact-checkers look for corroborating evidence 
from multiple independent sources. 

3. Logical Coherence: The logical structure of the argument is analyzed. 
Claims that lack logical coherence or present contradictory information are 
scrutinized more rigorously. 

4. Context and Background: The broader context of the claim is considered. 
Fact-checkers ensure that statements are not taken out of context and that 
the background information supports the interpretation of the claim. 

5. Expert Consultation: When necessary, experts in the relevant field are 
consulted to provide authoritative insights and clarify complex issues. 

Transparency and Accountability Practices 

Transparency and accountability are core principles of Raskrinkavanje.ba’s 
methodology: 

1. Publication of Methodology: The platform publicly shares its fact-checking 
methodology and principles, ensuring transparency in its processes and 
standards. 

2. Source Disclosure: All sources and evidence used in the fact-checking 
process are disclosed in the published analyses. This allows readers to 
verify the information independently. 

3. Corrections Policy: Raskrinkavanje.ba has a robust corrections policy. If 
errors are identified in a published fact-check, they are corrected promptly. 
The corrections are clearly noted in the original publication, along with an 
explanation of the changes made (Raskrinkavanje). 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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4. Impartiality and Independence: The platform maintains strict impartiality 
and independence. Fact-checkers are required to avoid conflicts of interest 
and do not engage in political activities. Raskrinkavanje.ba is funded by 
international organizations and foundations to ensure financial 
independence (Raskrinkavanje). 

Notable Fact-Checks 

High-Profile Misinformation Debunked 

Dino Merlin Controversy One of the most notable fact-checks by 
Raskrinkavanje.ba involved debunking false claims about Bosnian singer Dino 
Merlin. Misinformation had been circulating for years, falsely claiming that Merlin 
released an album or owned a café with offensive signs stating "banned for Serbs 
and dogs." Raskrinkavanje.ba thoroughly investigated these claims and proved 
them to be baseless (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Oreo Cookies Misinformation Another significant fact-check involved debunking 
viral misinformation suggesting that Oreo cookies contain pork-derived 
ingredients. While Oreos did contain some animal fat in the 1990s, they are now 
free from any animal products. Raskrinkavanje.ba provided detailed evidence to 
clarify this misconception (Raskrinkavanje). 

Specific Case Studies 

COVID-19 Related Misinformation During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba played a crucial role in debunking numerous false claims 
related to the virus, treatments, and preventive measures. For example, they fact-
checked and corrected misinformation about fake cures, exaggerated claims 
about the virus’s spread, and false statements about vaccine safety. This effort 
was essential in combating the infodemic that accompanied the pandemic 
(Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Political and Election-Related False Claims Raskrinkavanje.ba has frequently 
addressed misinformation during election periods, which can significantly impact 
public opinion and voting behavior. They have debunked false statements made 
by political leaders, misleading polling results, and fabricated news reports 
designed to influence electoral outcomes. For instance, they exposed false claims 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/2023-u-retrospektivi-10-najcitanijih-analiza
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/2023-u-retrospektivi-10-najcitanijih-analiza
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
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about the 2021 local elections in Bosnia and Herzegovina, ensuring voters had 
access to accurate information (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Transgender Athletes and Sports Misinformation The platform also tackled 
misinformation surrounding transgender athletes, particularly the case of Lia 
Thomas, a transgender swimmer. False claims about her participation in sports 
and personal life were debunked, including fabricated stories about her joining 
the men's team or male genitalia being added to images of her. By clarifying these 
issues, Raskrinkavanje.ba contributed to a more nuanced and fact-based 
discussion on transgender athletes in sports (Check Your Fact) (FactCheck.org). 

These examples highlight the critical role Raskrinkavanje.ba plays in maintaining 
media integrity and public awareness in the Western Balkans. Through diligent 
and transparent fact-checking, they ensure that misinformation is promptly 
identified and corrected, fostering a more informed and discerning public. 

 

Impact and Influence 

Examples of Raskrinkavanje.ba's Influence on Public Discourse and Policy 

Raskrinkavanje.ba has had a significant impact on public discourse and policy in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina and the broader Western Balkans region. Here are some 
notable examples: 

1. Debunking Political Misinformation: During election periods, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba's fact-checking has played a crucial role in ensuring that 
voters receive accurate information. By debunking false claims made by 
political leaders and parties, the platform has helped maintain the integrity 
of the electoral process. For instance, their work in exposing fabricated 
polling results and misleading statements during the 2021 local elections in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina prevented the spread of false information that 
could have influenced voter behavior (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Public Health Information During COVID-19: Throughout the COVID-19 
pandemic, Raskrinkavanje.ba has been instrumental in combating 
misinformation related to the virus, treatments, and vaccines. Their fact-
checks on false cures, exaggerated claims about the virus's spread, and 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/2021-u-retrospektivi-prijetnje-pritisci-i-dezinformacije
https://checkyourfact.com/2024/06/25/fact-check-men-swim-team-refuse-lia-thomas/
https://www.factcheck.org/2023/12/fake-story-about-trans-athlete-spreads-online/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/2021-u-retrospektivi-prijetnje-pritisci-i-dezinformacije
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vaccine misinformation have contributed to a more informed public, 
helping to counteract the infodemic. This effort has been vital in promoting 
public health measures and encouraging vaccination (Raskrinkavanje) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Influence on Media Practices: By holding media outlets accountable for the 
information they disseminate, Raskrinkavanje.ba has influenced media 
practices in the region. Media organizations are more cautious about 
publishing unverified information, knowing that false claims can be quickly 
debunked and publicly corrected. This has led to higher standards of 
journalism and more responsible reporting (Project Oasis Europe) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

Partnerships with Other Fact-Checking Organizations 

Raskrinkavanje.ba collaborates with several international and regional fact-
checking organizations, enhancing its effectiveness and reach: 

1. International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN): As a verified signatory of the 
IFCN Code of Principles, Raskrinkavanje.ba adheres to rigorous standards of 
transparency, impartiality, and accuracy. This affiliation connects them with 
a global network of fact-checkers and promotes the sharing of best 
practices in the field (Countering Disinformation) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. SEE Check Network: This regional network includes fact-checking platforms 
from Southeast Europe, such as Faktograf.hr from Croatia and 
Raskrikavanje from Serbia. SEE Check facilitates collaboration and 
information sharing among fact-checkers in the region, strengthening their 
collective ability to combat misinformation (Project Oasis Europe). 

3. Facebook’s Third-Party Fact-Checking Program: As a partner in this 
initiative, Raskrinkavanje.ba identifies, reviews, and rates viral 
misinformation on Facebook. This collaboration helps reduce the visibility 
of false content on the platform and enhances the overall quality of 
information shared on social media (Countering Disinformation) 
(FactCheck.org). 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/raskrinkavanje-ba-se-hvata-u-kostac-sa-laznim-vijestima
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://www.factcheck.org/2023/12/fake-story-about-trans-athlete-spreads-online/
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Role in Educating the Public About Media Literacy 

One of the core missions of Raskrinkavanje.ba is to enhance media literacy among 
the public. They achieve this through various educational initiatives: 

1. Workshops and Seminars: Raskrinkavanje.ba conducts workshops and 
seminars to teach individuals how to critically evaluate information. These 
sessions cover topics such as identifying reliable sources, understanding the 
context of information, and recognizing common tactics used in 
misinformation. 

2. Educational Resources: The platform provides a wealth of educational 
resources on its website, including articles, tutorials, and interactive 
content. These resources are designed to help people develop the skills 
needed to navigate the complex information landscape effectively (Project 
Oasis Europe). 

3. Public Engagement: Raskrinkavanje.ba actively engages with the public 
through social media, community events, and partnerships with 
educational institutions. By promoting discussions about media literacy and 
misinformation, they raise awareness and encourage critical thinking 
among citizens. 

4. Media Literacy Campaigns: The platform runs campaigns aimed at 
improving media literacy. These campaigns often address specific issues, 
such as election misinformation or health-related false claims, providing 
targeted education to help the public discern truth from falsehood 
(Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Through these efforts, Raskrinkavanje.ba not only debunks false information but 
also empowers individuals to become more discerning consumers of media. This 
dual approach—correcting misinformation and fostering media literacy—ensures 
a more informed and resilient public, capable of navigating the challenges of the 
modern information environment. 

 

 

 

https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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Challenges and Criticisms 

Common Challenges Faced 

1. Dealing with Satire and Parody 

One of the significant challenges Raskrinkavanje.ba faces is differentiating 
between satire or parody and genuine misinformation. Satirical content is 
designed to be humorous or provocative, often mimicking real news to make a 
point or critique. However, when such content is shared out of context on social 
media, it can be mistaken for factual information, leading to confusion and 
misinformation. For example, false stories from satirical sites about public figures 
or current events sometimes circulate widely, requiring careful verification and 
context explanation by fact-checkers (FactCheck.org). 

2. Political Backlash 

Fact-checking inherently involves scrutinizing statements from political figures 
and parties, which can lead to accusations of bias and political backlash. 
Politicians and their supporters may accuse fact-checkers of partisanship or 
attempt to discredit their work. This challenge is particularly acute in highly 
polarized environments, where any attempt to correct misinformation can be 
perceived as taking sides. For instance, during election periods, Raskrinkavanje.ba 
has faced criticism from political entities for debunking false claims related to 
campaign promises and electoral results (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Public Misunderstanding and Misinformation Fatigue 

The public sometimes misunderstands the role of fact-checkers, seeing them as 
censors rather than verifiers of information. Additionally, the sheer volume of 
misinformation can lead to fatigue, where people become indifferent or skeptical 
about fact-checking efforts. This apathy can undermine the impact of fact-
checking and make it harder to correct false narratives (Raskrinkavanje) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

 

 

 

https://www.factcheck.org/2023/12/fake-story-about-trans-athlete-spreads-online/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/2021-u-retrospektivi-prijetnje-pritisci-i-dezinformacije
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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Responses to Criticisms and Strategies for Maintaining Neutrality 

1. Transparency and Methodology 

To address accusations of bias and ensure credibility, Raskrinkavanje.ba maintains 
transparency in its fact-checking process. They publicly share their methodology, 
detailing the steps taken to verify information and the criteria used to evaluate 
claims. This transparency helps build trust with the public and demonstrates that 
their work is based on systematic and objective analysis rather than subjective 
judgment (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Diverse Team and Independent Funding 

Raskrinkavanje.ba ensures that its team of fact-checkers is diverse and that no 
member has conflicts of interest, such as active participation in political parties. 
Additionally, they maintain financial independence by relying on funding from 
international organizations and foundations rather than local political or 
commercial entities. This independence helps protect them from undue influence 
and reinforces their commitment to impartiality (Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Clear Corrections Policy 

The platform has a robust corrections policy, publicly acknowledging and 
rectifying any mistakes in their fact-checks. This policy includes detailed 
explanations of the errors and the steps taken to correct them. By being 
transparent about their mistakes and prompt in addressing them, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba reinforces their credibility and demonstrates their commitment 
to accuracy (Raskrinkavanje). 

4. Educational Initiatives 

Raskrinkavanje.ba actively engages in public education to improve media literacy. 
By helping people understand how to evaluate sources and verify information, 
they empower individuals to recognize and resist misinformation independently. 
This proactive approach not only supports their fact-checking efforts but also 
builds a more informed and critical audience (Project Oasis Europe) 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
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5. Collaboration with International Networks 

Affiliations with international fact-checking networks, such as the International 
Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) and the SEE Check Network, provide additional 
layers of accountability and support. These collaborations allow 
Raskrinkavanje.ba to adopt best practices from around the world and ensure their 
work meets global standards of fact-checking (Countering Disinformation) 
(Project Oasis Europe). 

By implementing these strategies, Raskrinkavanje.ba effectively navigates the 
challenges and criticisms inherent in the fact-checking landscape, maintaining 
their role as a reliable and impartial arbiter of truth in the media. 

 

Future Directions 

Plans for Expanding Fact-Checking Efforts 

Raskrinkavanje.ba aims to enhance its impact and reach by expanding its fact-
checking efforts in several key areas: 

1. Geographic Expansion: The platform plans to extend its fact-checking 
services beyond Bosnia and Herzegovina to other countries in the Western 
Balkans. By establishing regional branches or partnerships, 
Raskrinkavanje.ba can address misinformation that transcends national 
borders and affects the broader region. 

2. Language Diversity: To cater to a wider audience, Raskrinkavanje.ba 
intends to offer fact-checks in multiple languages spoken in the Western 
Balkans. This includes providing content in Serbian, Croatian, Montenegrin, 
and Albanian, ensuring that more people have access to accurate 
information in their native languages. 

3. Topic Diversification: While political and health-related misinformation are 
primary focuses, Raskrinkavanje.ba plans to expand its coverage to include 
other critical areas such as environmental issues, economic policies, and 
social justice. By addressing a broader range of topics, the platform can 
provide comprehensive fact-checking services that meet diverse public 
needs (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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Innovations in Fact-Checking Methodologies 

Raskrinkavanje.ba is committed to adopting and developing innovative 
methodologies to enhance the efficiency and effectiveness of its fact-checking 
processes: 

1. Artificial Intelligence and Automation: Integrating AI and machine learning 
tools to automate the initial stages of fact-checking, such as identifying 
potentially false claims and gathering preliminary evidence. This 
technological advancement can significantly speed up the fact-checking 
process and allow human fact-checkers to focus on more complex analyses 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Crowdsourced Fact-Checking: Developing platforms that enable the public 
to participate in the fact-checking process. By leveraging the collective 
intelligence and vigilance of the public, Raskrinkavanje.ba can enhance its 
fact-checking capacity and foster greater community engagement and trust 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Enhanced Verification Tools: Utilizing advanced verification tools, such as 
blockchain technology, to track the origins and dissemination of 
information. This can help in providing a more transparent and traceable 
process for verifying claims and debunking misinformation (Raskrinkavanje)
. 

Future Collaborations and Projects 

Raskrinkavanje.ba plans to strengthen its impact through various future 
collaborations and projects: 

1. Partnerships with Educational Institutions: Collaborating with universities 
and schools to integrate fact-checking and media literacy into educational 
curricula. By training students and educators, Raskrinkavanje.ba can 
promote a culture of critical thinking and informed information 
consumption from an early age (Project Oasis Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Joint Initiatives with Media Outlets: Partnering with reputable media 
organizations to co-produce fact-checking segments and content. These 
collaborations can help amplify the reach of fact-checked information and 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
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encourage media outlets to adopt higher standards of reporting 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

3. International Fact-Checking Networks: Expanding involvement with 
international networks such as the International Fact-Checking Network 
(IFCN) and the SEE Check Network. These collaborations can facilitate 
knowledge exchange, resource sharing, and joint initiatives that enhance 
the global fight against misinformation (Countering Disinformation) (Project 
Oasis Europe). 

4. Public Awareness Campaigns: Launching large-scale public awareness 
campaigns to educate citizens about the importance of fact-checking and 
how they can protect themselves from misinformation. These campaigns 
can include multimedia content, social media engagement, and community 
events to reach diverse audiences (Project Oasis Europe). 

5. Policy Advocacy: Working with policymakers to advocate for regulations 
and standards that promote transparency, accountability, and accuracy in 
media reporting. By influencing policy, Raskrinkavanje.ba can contribute to 
creating a more reliable and trustworthy information ecosystem (Project 
Oasis Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

Through these ambitious plans and innovative approaches, Raskrinkavanje.ba 
aims to expand its influence and effectiveness in combating misinformation, 
fostering media literacy, and ensuring that the public has access to accurate and 
reliable information. 

 

Conclusion 

Summary of Raskrinkavanje.ba's Contributions to Media Integrity 

Raskrinkavanje.ba has established itself as a crucial player in the fight against 
misinformation in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the broader Western Balkans 
region. Since its inception in 2017, the platform has consistently upheld the 
principles of accuracy, transparency, and impartiality, contributing significantly to 
media integrity. By meticulously fact-checking media reports, public statements, 
and social media content, Raskrinkavanje.ba ensures that the public has access to 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
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reliable information, thus fostering an informed and discerning citizenry 
(Raskrinkavanje) (Project Oasis Europe). 

The platform’s contributions can be summarized as follows: 

1. Debunking Misinformation: Raskrinkavanje.ba has debunked numerous 
false claims, ranging from political misinformation to health-related myths, 
such as those surrounding COVID-19. These efforts have helped mitigate 
the spread of false information and protect public health and democratic 
processes (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Enhancing Media Literacy: Through workshops, educational resources, and 
public engagement, Raskrinkavanje.ba has significantly contributed to 
improving media literacy. By empowering individuals to critically evaluate 
information, the platform helps build a resilient society capable of resisting 
misinformation (Project Oasis Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Promoting Accountability: By holding media outlets and public figures 
accountable for the information they disseminate, Raskrinkavanje.ba 
encourages higher standards of journalism and responsible reporting. This 
accountability is essential for maintaining public trust in media institutions 
(Raskrinkavanje). 

4. International Collaboration: Raskrinkavanje.ba’s partnerships with 
international fact-checking networks like the International Fact-Checking 
Network (IFCN) and the SEE Check Network enhance its capabilities and 
ensure adherence to global standards. These collaborations facilitate the 
sharing of best practices and joint efforts to combat misinformation on a 
larger scale (Countering Disinformation) (Project Oasis Europe). 

Final Thoughts on the Importance of Supporting Fact-Checking Initiatives 

In today's rapidly evolving information landscape, the role of fact-checking 
organizations like Raskrinkavanje.ba is more critical than ever. The proliferation of 
digital media has made it easier for misinformation to spread, often with 
significant real-world consequences. Fact-checking initiatives are essential for 
several reasons: 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
https://counteringdisinformation.org/interventions/raskrinkavanje
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
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1. Protecting Public Discourse: Accurate information is the foundation of 
healthy public discourse and democratic decision-making. Fact-checking 
ensures that discussions and debates are based on verified facts rather 
than falsehoods, thereby protecting the integrity of democratic processes 
(Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

2. Enhancing Public Health and Safety: In times of crisis, such as the COVID-
19 pandemic, misinformation can endanger public health and safety. Fact-
checking initiatives play a crucial role in debunking harmful myths and 
promoting evidence-based information, helping to protect communities 
and save lives (Raskrinkavanje) (Raskrinkavanje). 

3. Building Media Literacy: By educating the public on how to evaluate 
information critically, fact-checking organizations empower individuals to 
navigate the complex media environment more effectively. This 
empowerment is crucial for creating a society that is resilient to 
misinformation and capable of making informed decisions (Project Oasis 
Europe) (Raskrinkavanje). 

4. Promoting Accountability: Fact-checking holds media outlets and public 
figures accountable for their statements and reporting. This accountability 
fosters higher standards of journalism and encourages the dissemination of 
accurate and reliable information (Raskrinkavanje). 

Supporting fact-checking initiatives like Raskrinkavanje.ba is essential for 
maintaining a well-informed public and a healthy media ecosystem. These 
organizations are on the front lines of the battle against misinformation, and their 
work ensures that truth and accuracy prevail in public discourse. As we look to 
the future, continued support for fact-checking initiatives will be vital in 
safeguarding the integrity of information in an increasingly digital world. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/fact-checking-na-balkanu-bitka-sa-pozarom-dezinformacija
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://directory.projectoasiseurope.com/raskrinkavanje/
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/analiza/godina-u-dezinformacijama-2023-kroz-oci-fact-checkera
https://raskrinkavanje.ba/o-raskrinkavanju
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o Information about the founding organization of Raskrinkavanje.ba: 
Zašto ne 

3. International Fact-Checking Network (IFCN) 

o Details about IFCN's principles and Raskrinkavanje.ba's affiliation: 
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9. COVID-19 Misinformation Efforts 

o Details on Raskrinkavanje.ba's role in debunking COVID-19 
misinformation: COVID-19 Fact-Checks 

10. Political Misinformation and Election Fact-Checks 

o Examples of Raskrinkavanje.ba's work during election periods: 
Election Fact-Checks 

11. Transparency and Accountability Practices 

o Overview of Raskrinkavanje.ba's methodology and transparency 
efforts: Transparency and Methodology 
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o Information on collaborations with universities and schools for media 
literacy: Educational Collaborations 
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