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In an era marked by profound challenges within the Catholic Church, The Mission of
Divine Mercy (MDM) stands out as a beacon of hope and spiritual renewal. Founded in
2001 in New Braunfels, Texas, MDM emphasizes the importance of prayer, repentance,
and divine mercy. Recently, MDM has garnered attention due to prophetic messages
received by Sister Amapola, which criticize the Church’s leadership and call for urgent
reform. These messages, which have led to significant controversy and disciplinary
actions from the Archdiocese of San Antonio, resonate with biblical teachings and
historical precedents of prophetic voices guiding the faithful during times of crisis. This
paper defends MDM's mission and messages, arguing for their theological soundness
and necessity in fostering authentic Christian faith amidst widespread moral and
doctrinal confusion.
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Introduction
Overview of the Current Crisis within the Catholic Church

The Catholic Church is experiencing a profound crisis, marked by numerous scandals
and widespread disillusionment among the faithful. One of the most significant issues
has been the sexual abuse scandal, which has revealed decades of systemic abuse and
cover-ups by clergy members. This has not only caused immense suffering for victims
but has also severely damaged the Church's credibility and moral authority.

Financial mismanagement and corruption within the Church's hierarchy have further
eroded trust. High-profile cases of embezzlement and misallocation of Church funds
have highlighted a lack of transparency and accountability. Additionally, there is a
growing perception that the Church's leadership is increasingly disconnected from the
spiritual and moral needs of its congregants. Controversial decisions and documents,
such as the approval of blessings for same-sex couples, have sparked significant debate
and division within the Church, leading many to question the adherence of the hierarchy
to traditional doctrines and teachings.

These issues are compounded by a general decline in religious observance and
participation among Catholics. Many are leaving the Church, disillusioned by what they
see as hypocrisy and a failure to uphold the values it preaches. This has led to a crisis of
faith and a loss of spiritual guidance for many believers.

Introduction to The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) and Its Recent Actions

The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM), based in New Braunfels, Texas, has emerged as a
significant spiritual movement within this context of crisis. Founded in 2010, MDM has
focused on promoting prayer, spiritual retreats, and contemplation of God's will. The
group has traditionally enjoyed good relations with the Archdiocese of San Antonio,
operating as an approved Catholic retreat house and ministry.

However, recent actions by MDM have put it at odds with the Church hierarchy. In
February 2024, MDM began publishing a series of prophetic messages allegedly
received by Sister Amapola, which they claim were conveyed by God the Father, the
Holy Trinity, and the Virgin Mary. These messages, which criticize the current state of the
Church and its leadership, have led to significant controversy. Notably, they accuse Pope
Francis of being a "usurper" and an "enemy of the Church," a claim that has prompted
severe disciplinary actions from Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller.



In response to MDM's refusal to retract these messages, Archbishop Garcia-Siller issued
decrees in March 2024, revoking MDM's status as a Catholic apostolate and prohibiting
Father John Mary Foster, the group's founder, from publicly exercising his priestly
faculties. Despite these measures, MDM has continued its activities, including holding
unsanctioned Masses, asserting their obedience to what they believe is a divine
mandate.

Purpose and Scope of the Paper

This paper aims to defend The Mission of Divine Mercy by highlighting the godly work
they are attempting to accomplish amidst the widespread crises facing the Catholic
Church. By examining the current state of the Church, the nature of MDM's messages,
and the historical and theological context of prophetic revelations, this paper will argue
that MDM's actions are not only justified but necessary.

We will compare the deep-seated problems within the Church with the mission and
message of MDM, emphasizing the urgent need for reform and spiritual renewal. The
paper will provide a comprehensive defense of MDM's mission, grounded in biblical
teachings, historical precedents, and the current geopolitical context that underscores
the urgency of their messages.

By addressing the theological soundness of the messages and the potential for
prophetic voices to catalyze positive change, this paper aims to offer a reasoned and
faith-based defense of MDM. It will serve as a call to action for the faithful to prepare for
potential global upheaval and to encourage Church leaders to return to authentic
Christian teaching and practice.

Context and Urgency of the Messages
Detailed Description of the Messages Received by Sister Amapola

The messages received by Sister Amapola, a member of The Mission of Divine Mercy
(MDM), are presented as direct communications from God the Father, the Holy Trinity,
and the Virgin Mary. These messages, which began to be published in February 2024,
convey severe criticisms of the current state of the Catholic Church and its leadership.
The central themes of the messages include:

1. Accusations Against Church Leadership: The messages assert that Pope Francis
is a "usurper” and an "enemy of the Church," who is facilitating the "Great



Treason" that will leave the Church desolate. They accuse Church leaders of
allowing demonic influences to infiltrate the Church and compromise its sanctity.

2. Call for Repentance: The messages urge priests and bishops to repent and
return to true Christian teachings, warning that their failure to do so will result in
severe divine punishment. They emphasize that this is the "last hour" and the
final chance for Church leaders to correct their ways.

3. Encouragement to the Faithful: The messages call on the faithful to remain
steadfast in their faith amidst the impending tribulations. They highlight the need
for increased prayer, penance, and preparation for potential global upheaval,
including the threat of nuclear war.

Biblical Backing for the Messages

The messages received by Sister Amapola resonate with several biblical passages that
emphasize repentance, divine judgment, and the need for vigilance in times of crisis. Key
verses that support the themes of the messages include:

o Matthew 24:12-13: "Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will
grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved." This verse
underscores the need for steadfastness in faith during times of widespread moral
decline.

e 2 Timothy 3:1-5: "But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.” This
passage aligns with the messages' depiction of current Church leaders and the
call for separation from ungodly influences.

e Revelation 2:4-5: "Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you
had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did
at first. If you do not repent, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from
its place." This admonition to repent or face divine judgment is echoed in the
messages.

Explanation of the Unprecedented Nature of the Trinity and Mary Speaking

The messages are unprecedented in that they are claimed to be direct communications
from the entire Holy Trinity—God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit—



alongside the Virgin Mary. This collective divine intervention is highly significant,
suggesting a grave urgency and a unified call for reform and repentance.

Historically, Marian apparitions and divine revelations have played crucial roles in
guiding and correcting the faithful, but the involvement of the entire Trinity is rare and
indicates a message of paramount importance. This unique aspect lends a profound
weight to the messages, urging the faithful to take them seriously and act accordingly.

Analysis of the Geopolitical Situation and the Urgency of the Messages

The geopolitical context in which these messages are received amplifies their urgency.
The world today faces numerous crises, including:

« Rising Global Tensions: Increased hostilities between major powers, such as the
United States, Russia, China, and Iran, have escalated the threat of large-scale
conflicts. The potential for nuclear war is a stark reality, with various nations
expanding and modernizing their nuclear arsenals.

e Moral and Ethical Decline: The widespread acceptance of practices contrary to
traditional Christian teachings, such as same-sex marriages and abortion, reflects
a broader societal departure from biblical values.

« Environmental and Social Crises: Climate change, economic inequality, and
social unrest further contribute to a sense of global instability and urgency.

In this context, the messages' calls for repentance, spiritual vigilance, and preparation
are particularly relevant. They urge the faithful to fortify their spiritual lives and remain
anchored in their faith amidst the tumultuous and potentially catastrophic events on the
horizon.

By addressing these points, the paper aims to highlight the critical nature of the
messages received by Sister Amapola and defend the actions of The Mission of Divine
Mercy in the face of opposition from Church authorities. The urgency and gravity of the
current global situation underscore the need for a renewed commitment to authentic
Christian faith and practice.



The Current State of the Catholic Church
Overview of Major Scandals and Issues Within the Church

Sexual Abuse Scandals: One of the most significant and devastating issues facing the
Catholic Church is the ongoing sexual abuse scandal. Over the past few decades,
numerous cases have come to light, revealing widespread abuse by clergy members and
subsequent cover-ups by Church authorities. The scandal has led to significant legal and
financial repercussions, with billions of dollars paid in settlements to victims and several
dioceses filing for bankruptcy. The scandal has deeply damaged the Church's moral
authority and credibility, leading to widespread outrage and a crisis of faith among
many Catholics.

Financial Mismanagement: The Catholic Church has also been plagued by issues of
financial mismanagement and corruption. High-profile cases have exposed instances of
embezzlement, misallocation of funds, and lack of financial transparency. For example,
the Vatican's financial dealings have often come under scrutiny, with reports of
questionable investments and mismanagement of charitable donations. These financial
scandals have further eroded trust in Church leadership and raised questions about the
integrity of those in power.

Moral and Doctrinal Confusion: The Church has faced growing internal divisions and
confusion over moral and doctrinal issues. Controversial decisions and documents, such
as the approval of blessings for same-sex couples and debates over communion for
divorced and remarried Catholics, have sparked significant debate. These issues have
highlighted a perceived shift away from traditional doctrines and teachings, causing
division among the clergy and laity. The resulting confusion has led many to question
the Church's commitment to its foundational beliefs.

Statistical and Anecdotal Evidence of Declining Faith and Practice Among Catholics

Declining Church Attendance: Statistics show a significant decline in church
attendance and participation among Catholics. In many Western countries, weekly Mass
attendance has dropped sharply over the past few decades. For instance, in the United
States, only about 21% of Catholics attended Mass weekly in 2018, down from 55% in
1965. Similar trends are observed in Europe, where secularization has led to empty
churches and dwindling congregations.

Decreasing Vocations: There has also been a notable decline in vocations to the
priesthood and religious life. Seminaries and convents that were once thriving are now
struggling to attract new members. This shortage of clergy is leading to the



consolidation of parishes and an increased burden on existing priests, further straining
the Church's ability to serve its congregants effectively.

Anecdotal Evidence of Disillusionment: Anecdotal evidence from various sources
highlights the disillusionment and frustration among many Catholics. Stories of
individuals leaving the Church due to perceived hypocrisy, lack of transparency, and
failure to address critical issues are common. Many feel that the Church is more focused
on maintaining its institutional power than addressing the spiritual and moral needs of
its members.

Specific Examples of Perceived Failures in Church Leadership

Handling of the Abuse Crisis: One of the most glaring failures of Church leadership
has been its handling of the sexual abuse crisis. Many Church authorities have been
criticized for protecting abusers, failing to report crimes to civil authorities, and
prioritizing the institution's reputation over the well-being of victims. High-profile cases,
such as the cover-up of abuse by Cardinal Theodore McCarrick and the failure to act
decisively by the Vatican, have exemplified these failures.

Financial Scandals: The Vatican's financial scandals have been a significant point of
contention. For example, the 2019 scandal involving the purchase of a luxury property in
London using funds intended for charitable purposes highlighted serious issues of
financial mismanagement and lack of oversight. Cardinal Angelo Becciu was implicated
in this scandal, which has shaken confidence in the Vatican's ability to manage its
finances ethically.

Doctrinal Controversies: Pope Francis's papacy has seen several doctrinal controversies
that have divided the Church. The 2016 apostolic exhortation "Amoris Laetitia," which
opened the door to communion for divorced and remarried Catholics, sparked
significant debate and opposition from conservative factions within the Church.
Additionally, the Pope's statements on issues such as climate change and economic
inequality, while lauded by some, have been criticized by others as politically motivated
and straying from traditional Church teachings.

Conclusion

The Catholic Church is facing a multifaceted crisis that includes significant scandals,
financial mismanagement, and doctrinal confusion. These issues have led to a decline in
faith and practice among Catholics, with many feeling disillusioned and betrayed by
Church leadership. The Mission of Divine Mercy's messages and actions must be viewed
within this context, as they seek to address the urgent spiritual and moral needs of the



faithful in a time of profound crisis. By highlighting the Church's failures and contrasting
them with MDM's mission, this paper aims to defend the necessity and legitimacy of
MDM's prophetic voice.

The Mission of Divine Mercy’'s Godly Work
History and Mission of MDM

The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) was founded in 2001 in New Braunfels, Texas, with
a commitment to promoting prayer, spiritual retreats, and a deeper contemplation of
God's will. The community is centered on the teachings of Divine Mercy as revealed to
Saint Faustina Kowalska, a Polish nun whose visions of Jesus emphasized God's
boundless mercy and the need for repentance and trust in His mercy.

MDM's mission is to provide a sanctuary for souls seeking spiritual renewal and a
deeper relationship with God. The community offers various programs designed to
foster personal holiness and a profound experience of God's mercy. These include
retreats, spiritual direction, and opportunities for adoration and contemplation. Their
core belief is that through a deeper understanding and experience of Divine Mercy,
individuals can transform their lives and grow closer to God.

Examples of Their Work in Promoting Prayer, Spiritual Retreats, and
Contemplation of God’s Will

Prayer and Adoration: MDM places a strong emphasis on prayer, particularly the
Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Eucharistic Adoration. They encourage the faithful to spend
time in silent prayer before the Blessed Sacrament, fostering a personal encounter with
Jesus. This practice helps individuals deepen their faith and experience God's mercy in a
tangible way.

Spiritual Retreats: MDM offers a variety of retreats designed to lead participants into a
deeper relationship with God. These retreats often include guided meditations,
teachings on Divine Mercy, opportunities for confession, and extended periods of silent
contemplation. The goal is to provide a space where individuals can disconnect from the
distractions of daily life and focus entirely on their spiritual growth.

Contemplation of God’s Will: MDM encourages individuals to seek and contemplate
God's will for their lives. Through spiritual direction and teachings, they help participants
discern their personal vocation and how they can live out God's will in their daily lives.



This process involves a commitment to prayer, reflection, and listening to God's voice
through scripture and the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

Testimonies from Individuals Positively Impacted by MDM

Spiritual Renewal: Many individuals have shared testimonies of profound spiritual
renewal after participating in MDM's programs. For instance, one participant noted,
"Attending the retreat was a life-changing experience. | felt God's presence in a way |
never had before and left with a renewed sense of purpose and peace."

Healing and Reconciliation: MDM's emphasis on the Sacrament of Reconciliation has
helped many individuals find healing and forgiveness. One retreatant shared,
"Confession during the retreat allowed me to unburden my heart and receive God's
mercy. It was a moment of profound healing that | will never forget."

Deepened Faith: Participants frequently report a deepened faith and a stronger
relationship with God after engaging with MDM. One testimonial read, "The time spent
in adoration and prayer transformed my spiritual life. | now have a daily prayer routine
and a much deeper relationship with Jesus."

Community and Support: MDM has also provided a supportive community for those
seeking to grow in their faith. A participant remarked, "Being part of the MDM
community has been incredibly supportive. The friendships and spiritual guidance I've
received have been invaluable in my faith journey."

Conclusion

The Mission of Divine Mercy's work in promoting prayer, spiritual retreats, and
contemplation of God's will has had a profound impact on many individuals, providing
them with spiritual renewal, healing, and a deeper relationship with God. Through their
dedication to the teachings of Divine Mercy, MDM continues to offer a sanctuary for
souls seeking to experience God's boundless mercy and grow in holiness. This godly
work stands in stark contrast to the scandals and issues currently plaguing the Catholic
Church, highlighting the urgent need for genuine spiritual renewal and reform.



Comparison of MDM'’s Actions and the Church’s Failures
Contrasting the Prophetic Messages with the Actions of Church Leadership

MDM’s Prophetic Messages: The messages received by Sister Amapola from The
Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) emphasize a call for repentance, the return to true
Christian teachings, and the urgency of preparing for imminent global upheaval. They
specifically criticize Church leadership, including Pope Francis, for allowing moral decay
and demonic influences to infiltrate the Church. These messages accuse Church leaders
of betraying their sacred duties and warn of severe divine punishment if they do not
repent and reform.

Actions of Church Leadership: In contrast, the leadership of the Catholic Church,
particularly under Pope Francis, has faced numerous controversies and criticisms. Key
actions include:

» Handling of Sexual Abuse Scandals: Church authorities have been criticized for
their inadequate response to sexual abuse allegations, often prioritizing the
institution's reputation over the victims' well-being. Cases like those involving
Cardinal Theodore McCarrick exemplify this failure.

« Financial Mismanagement: The Vatican has been embroiled in financial
scandals, including the misuse of charitable donations and questionable
investments, such as the luxury property purchase in London.

« Doctrinal Controversies: Pope Francis's decisions, such as the approval of
blessings for same-sex couples and the ambiguous stance on communion for
divorced and remarried Catholics, have sparked debates and perceived deviations
from traditional doctrines.

By contrasting these prophetic messages with the actions of Church leadership, it
becomes evident that MDM is highlighting issues that many believe are undermining
the Church's spiritual integrity and moral authority.

Analysis of Why the Church Might Feel Threatened by MDM'’s Revelations

Challenges to Authority: MDM's revelations directly challenge the authority and
legitimacy of the current Church leadership, including Pope Francis. By accusing them of
being complicit in moral decay and acting contrary to divine will, MDM undermines the
Church’s hierarchical structure and calls for radical reform. This is inherently threatening
to those in power who are being directly accused of serious failings.
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Exposure of Scandals: The prophetic messages expose and criticize ongoing scandals
within the Church, bringing to light issues that Church authorities may prefer to manage
quietly or control the narrative around. The public dissemination of these messages
brings greater scrutiny and pressure for accountability, which can be uncomfortable for
the leadership.

Call for Radical Reform: MDM's messages advocate for a return to traditional Christian
teachings and a significant overhaul of the Church’s practices and leadership. This
radical call for reform threatens the status quo and the established order within the
Church, which can lead to defensive measures by those currently in power.

Discussion on the Perceived Need for Radical Reform Within the Church

Erosion of Trust: The numerous scandals and controversies have eroded trust in the
Church'’s leadership. Many faithful are disillusioned by the perceived hypocrisy and
moral failures of those who are supposed to be spiritual leaders. This erosion of trust
necessitates a radical reform to restore credibility and integrity.

Decline in Faith and Practice: The significant decline in church attendance, vocations,
and overall engagement with the faith among Catholics indicates a crisis that cannot be
addressed by minor adjustments. A more profound and systemic reform is required to
reinvigorate the faith and attract the faithful back to active participation.

Moral and Doctrinal Clarity: The current confusion over moral and doctrinal issues
within the Church has created divisions and uncertainty among the faithful. A clear and
decisive return to traditional doctrines, as advocated by MDM, is seen by many as
essential to resolving this confusion and providing a firm foundation for the Church'’s
teachings.

Spiritual Renewal: At its core, the call for radical reform is about spiritual renewal. The
messages from MDM emphasize the need for repentance, prayer, and a deeper
relationship with God. This spiritual renewal is viewed as the only way to genuinely
address the root causes of the Church'’s crises and lead to a revival of authentic Christian
faith.

Conclusion

The comparison between MDM's actions and the failures of the Catholic Church
highlights the urgent need for radical reform. The prophetic messages from MDM
resonate with many who see them as a necessary call to action in a time of profound
crisis. By addressing the Church’s failings and advocating for a return to true Christian
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teachings, MDM presents a vision for renewal that seeks to restore the integrity and
spiritual vitality of the Catholic faith.

Theological Defense of MDM's Messages
Exploration of the Theological Soundness of the Messages

The messages received by Sister Amapola through The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM)
emphasize themes of repentance, divine mercy, and the urgent need for spiritual
renewal. These themes are deeply rooted in Christian theology and are consistent with
biblical teachings and the tradition of the Church. Here are key points that support the
theological soundness of the messages:

1. Repentance and Divine Judgment:

e The call to repentance is a central theme in Christian theology. In the Bible,
prophets frequently called the people of Israel to repent and return to God
(e.g., Joel 2:12-13, Jeremiah 3:22).

o The New Testament continues this theme with John the Baptist and Jesus
Himself calling for repentance (Matthew 3:2, Mark 1:15).

o The messages from MDM align with these biblical calls to repentance,
urging Church leaders and the faithful to turn away from sin and seek
God'’s mercy.

2. Divine Mercy:

e The concept of divine mercy is foundational in Christianity, epitomized by
Jesus' teachings and actions (e.g., the Parable of the Prodigal Son in Luke
15:11-32, the forgiveness of the adulterous woman in John 8:1-11).

« The devotion to Divine Mercy, as revealed to Saint Faustina Kowalska,
emphasizes God's boundless mercy and the importance of trusting in His
forgiveness.

e MDM's messages focus on God's mercy and the need for humanity to
trust in this mercy, echoing the revelations given to Saint Faustina.
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3. Urgency of Spiritual Renewal:

The messages’ urgent call for spiritual renewal and vigilance is reminiscent
of the eschatological themes found in the New Testament, where believers
are urged to stay vigilant and prepared for Christ's return (Matthew 24:42-
44, 1 Thessalonians 5:2-6).

This sense of urgency in MDM'’s messages aligns with the biblical
exhortation to remain spiritually alert and morally upright.

Arguments for the Necessity of Obedience to Divine Revelation Over Ecclesiastical
Authority When in Conflict

1. Biblical Precedents:

Throughout the Bible, individuals are often called to obey God's
commands even when they conflict with human authority. Examples
include the prophets who spoke against the kings of Israel and Judah (e.g.,
Elijah’s confrontation with Ahab in 1 Kings 18) and the apostles who defied
the Sanhedrin to continue preaching about Jesus (Acts 5:29).

This principle is encapsulated in Peter’s declaration: “We must obey God
rather than human beings!” (Acts 5:29).

2. The Role of Conscience:

The Catholic Church teaches the primacy of conscience, recognizing that
individuals must follow their conscience even if it conflicts with
ecclesiastical directives (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1778).

MDM's stance can be defended on the grounds that their leaders believe
they are following a divine mandate that supersedes ecclesiastical
authority.

3. Historical Examples:

Throughout Church history, there have been instances where individuals or
groups acted in obedience to what they believed was divine revelation,
leading to significant reforms. For example, Saint Catherine of Siena'’s
letters to Pope Gregory XI urged him to return the papacy to Rome, a
move she believed was divinely inspired.
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o Another example is Saint Francis of Assisi, who founded the Franciscan
Order based on a direct call from God, despite initial resistance from
Church authorities.

Historical Precedents for Divine Messages Leading to Church Reform
1. Saint Francis of Assisi:

e Francis's vision and call to “rebuild My Church” led to a radical renewal of
Christian life through the establishment of the Franciscan Order. His
obedience to what he believed was a divine message brought about
significant spiritual reform within the Church.

2. Saint Joan of Arc:

o Joan of Arc claimed to receive visions and messages from saints
instructing her to support Charles VIl and liberate France from English
domination. Despite initial skepticism and opposition from both secular
and ecclesiastical authorities, her actions were ultimately recognized as
divinely inspired, leading to her canonization.

3. Our Lady of Guadalupe:

o The apparitions of the Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in 1531 led to the
widespread conversion of indigenous people in Mexico and revitalized the
faith of the local population. This event is a testament to the power of
divine messages in bringing about profound spiritual change.

Conclusion

The messages from The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) are theologically sound,
emphasizing core Christian themes of repentance, divine mercy, and the urgency of
spiritual renewal. Historical precedents and biblical teachings support the necessity of
obedience to divine revelation over ecclesiastical authority when the two are in conflict.
The Church has a rich history of reform inspired by divine messages, and MDM's
revelations should be seen within this context. This theological defense highlights the
importance of discerning and heeding divine calls, especially in times of crisis, to foster
genuine spiritual renewal and reform within the Church.
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The Role of Prophecy in Christian Tradition
Historical Role of Prophecy in the Bible and Church History

Biblical Prophets: Prophecy has played a central role throughout the Bible, serving as a
conduit for divine communication and guidance. Biblical prophets such as Isaiah,
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and Daniel received messages from God that called the people of
Israel to repentance, warned of impending judgment, and offered hope for future
restoration. These prophets were instrumental in shaping the spiritual and moral
direction of the Israelite community (Isaiah 6:8-9, Jeremiah 1:4-10, Ezekiel 2:3-7, Daniel
7:1-28).

In the New Testament, prophecy continued to be significant. John the Baptist is a prime
example, heralding the coming of Jesus and calling for repentance (Matthew 3:1-12).
Jesus Himself prophesied about the destruction of the Temple and the end times
(Matthew 24:1-44). The apostles also operated in prophetic roles, with the Book of
Revelation being a notable example of New Testament prophecy, revealing visions of
the end times given to John (Revelation 1:1-3).

Church History: Throughout Church history, prophecy has continued to play an
essential role. Early Church fathers like Saint Augustine recognized the importance of
prophetic voices in guiding the faithful and preserving doctrinal purity. During times of
crisis, such as the Reformation and Counter-Reformation, prophetic figures emerged,
calling for repentance and reform.

Saints like Hildegard of Bingen, Catherine of Siena, and John of the Cross are examples
of later prophetic voices within the Church. Hildegard received visions that addressed
both spiritual and temporal matters, Catherine urged the Pope to return the papacy to
Rome, and John of the Cross's mystical experiences and writings continue to influence
Christian spirituality.

The Importance of Prophetic Voices in Times of Crisis

Guidance and Correction: In times of moral, spiritual, or social crisis, prophetic voices
have been crucial in guiding and correcting the faithful. They serve as instruments
through which God communicates His will, calling people to repentance and
righteousness. Prophets challenge the status quo, exposing corruption and moral decay
within both the religious and secular spheres.

Encouragement and Hope: Prophets also offer encouragement and hope, reminding
believers of God's promises and faithfulness. During periods of persecution or hardship,
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prophetic messages can strengthen the resolve of the faithful and provide a vision of
future restoration and peace.

Catalysts for Reform: Prophetic figures often act as catalysts for reform, inspiring
movements that lead to significant changes within the Church. For example, Saint
Francis of Assisi's call to "rebuild My Church" led to the establishment of the Franciscan
Order, which revitalized the Church through its emphasis on poverty, simplicity, and
devotion to Christ.

How MDM'’s Messages Align with Historical and Biblical Prophetic Traditions

Call to Repentance: The messages received by Sister Amapola emphasize a call to
repentance, a common theme in biblical prophecy. Just as Old Testament prophets
called Israel to turn back to God, MDM's messages urge Church leaders and the faithful
to repent and return to true Christian teachings. This aligns with the prophetic tradition
of calling out sin and urging spiritual renewal (Joel 2:12-13, Matthew 3:2).

Divine Warnings: Like the warnings of impending judgment delivered by prophets such
as Jeremiah and Ezekiel, MDM's messages warn of severe consequences if the Church
does not repent. This aspect of prophecy serves to awaken the community to the
seriousness of their moral and spiritual state and the urgency of returning to God's ways
(Jeremiah 4:1-4, Ezekiel 18:30-32).

Encouragement to the Faithful: MDM's messages also offer encouragement to the
faithful, urging them to remain steadfast in their faith amid the coming tribulations. This
echoes the messages of hope found in the prophecies of Isaiah and Revelation, which
assure believers of God's ultimate victory and the establishment of His kingdom (Isaiah
40:1-5, Revelation 21:1-4).

Critique of Church Leadership: Historically, prophets have often criticized religious
leaders for failing to uphold God's standards. MDM's messages criticize Church leaders
for allowing moral decay and failing to guide the flock faithfully. This critique is
consistent with the prophetic tradition of holding leaders accountable to divine
standards (Jeremiah 23:1-4, Ezekiel 34:1-10).

Unprecedented Divine Communication: The claim that the entire Holy Trinity and the
Virgin Mary are speaking through MDM is unique but not without precedent in Christian
mystical tradition. Saints like Catherine of Siena and Faustina Kowalska reported visions
and messages from Jesus and Mary that called for reform and emphasized divine mercy.
While MDM's messages are extraordinary, they continue this tradition of mystical
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revelations aimed at renewing the Church (Catherine of Siena's "The Dialogue," Faustina

Kowalska's "Diary").
Conclusion

The role of prophecy in Christian tradition is well-established, serving as a means
through which God guides, corrects, and encourages His people. MDM's messages align
with this tradition, emphasizing repentance, divine warnings, encouragement for the
faithful, and critique of Church leadership. By examining these messages within the
context of biblical and historical prophetic traditions, it becomes clear that MDM is
continuing a vital and necessary aspect of Christian faith, calling the Church to renew its
commitment to God's will in a time of crisis.

Implications for the Faithful
Practical Advice for Christians in Light of MDM's Messages

1. Deepen Personal Prayer Life: The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) emphasizes the
importance of a strong personal relationship with God through prayer. Christians are
encouraged to set aside dedicated time each day for personal prayer, reflection, and
meditation on the scriptures. Engaging in the Chaplet of Divine Mercy and Eucharistic
Adoration are specific practices that can help deepen one's connection to God.

2. Participate in Sacraments: Regular participation in the sacraments, particularly
Confession and the Eucharist, is crucial. Confession allows individuals to seek
forgiveness and receive God's mercy, while the Eucharist strengthens the soul and unites
believers with Christ. Regular attendance at Mass, even if unsanctioned by some
authorities, remains a vital practice for spiritual nourishment.

3. Engage in Spiritual Retreats: MDM's retreats offer opportunities for intense spiritual
growth and renewal. Christians should seek out similar retreats or spiritual experiences
that provide a space for deep reflection, community prayer, and guidance from spiritual
directors.

4. Study and Reflect on Divine Mercy: Understanding and internalizing the message
of Divine Mercy as revealed to Saint Faustina Kowalska can provide a foundation for
living out the call to trust in God's mercy and extend that mercy to others. Reading Saint

1.n

Faustina’s "Diary” and other writings on Divine Mercy can be beneficial.
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Encouragement for Increased Prayer, Repentance, and Readiness for Potential
Global Upheaval

1. Increased Prayer: Given the urgency of the messages, increasing one'’s prayer life is
essential. Forming prayer groups within communities can help build a supportive
network of faithful individuals who pray together for personal intentions and global
concerns.

2. Commitment to Repentance: MDM's messages highlight the need for repentance.
Christians are encouraged to regularly examine their conscience, seek reconciliation
through Confession, and make amends where necessary. Living a life of ongoing
conversion and striving for holiness should be a daily goal.

3. Readiness for Global Upheaval: The messages warn of potential global upheaval,
including the threat of nuclear war. Christians should stay informed about world events
through reliable sources, but more importantly, maintain a state of spiritual readiness.
This involves trusting in God's providence, staying rooted in faith, and supporting one
another in community.

Call to Action for Priests and Bishops to Return to Authentic Christian Teaching
and Practice

1. Uphold Traditional Teachings: Priests and bishops are called to reaffirm and uphold
the traditional teachings of the Church. This includes clear and uncompromising
teaching on issues of morality, doctrine, and the sacraments. They should resist
pressures to conform to secular ideologies that contradict the faith.

2. Prioritize Pastoral Care: Effective pastoral care involves being present to the needs
of the faithful, providing spiritual guidance, and being a model of holiness and humility.
Priests and bishops should make themselves available for Confession, spiritual direction,
and other sacramental ministries.

3. Embrace Transparency and Accountability: In light of the numerous scandals,
Church leaders must embrace transparency and accountability. This includes handling
allegations of misconduct with seriousness and openness, ensuring that justice is served,
and rebuilding trust within the community.

4. Foster a Culture of Prayer and Devotion: Church leaders should promote a culture
of prayer and devotion within their parishes and dioceses. Encouraging practices such as
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Eucharistic Adoration, the Rosary, and devotion to Divine Mercy can help reignite the
spiritual fervor of the faithful.

5. Support Prophetic Voices: Historically, prophetic voices have brought about
necessary reforms and renewals within the Church. Priests and bishops should be open
to discerning and supporting genuine prophetic messages that call for repentance and
renewal, rather than dismissing them outright.

Conclusion

The messages from The Mission of Divine Mercy carry significant implications for the
faithful. By deepening their prayer lives, participating in the sacraments, engaging in
spiritual retreats, and embracing the call to repentance, Christians can respond to these
messages effectively. Furthermore, priests and bishops are urged to return to authentic
Christian teaching and practice, fostering a culture of prayer, transparency, and
accountability. In a time of global uncertainty and moral crisis, these actions are
essential for spiritual renewal and the revitalization of the Church.

Conclusion
Summary of Key Points

The Mission of Divine Mercy (MDM) has emerged as a significant spiritual movement
within the Catholic Church, offering a prophetic voice calling for repentance, spiritual
renewal, and adherence to traditional Christian teachings. In a time when the Church is
beset by scandals, financial mismanagement, and doctrinal confusion, MDM's messages
serve as a clarion call for reform and a return to authentic faith. The key points discussed
in this paper include:

1. Current Crisis in the Catholic Church:
e The Church is grappling with numerous scandals, including sexual abuse,
financial mismanagement, and moral and doctrinal confusion. These issues

have eroded trust and led to a decline in faith and practice among
Catholics.
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2. MDM'’s Godly Work:

o MDM has focused on promoting prayer, spiritual retreats, and
contemplation of God's will, providing a sanctuary for those seeking
deeper spiritual experiences. Testimonies from individuals positively
impacted by MDM highlight the profound effect of their mission.

3. Comparison of MDM'’s Actions and the Church’s Failures:

o MDM's messages starkly contrast with the actions of Church leadership,
particularly in their emphasis on repentance and moral clarity. The
Church's perceived failures make MDM's prophetic messages all the more
urgent and relevant.

4. Theological Defense of MDM's Messages:

e The messages are theologically sound, emphasizing themes of repentance,
divine mercy, and spiritual vigilance that are deeply rooted in biblical and
historical Christian traditions.

5. The Role of Prophecy in Christian Tradition:

e Prophecy has always played a crucial role in guiding and correcting the
faithful. MDM's messages align with the tradition of prophetic voices
calling for repentance and renewal during times of crisis.

6. Implications for the Faithful:

« Christians are encouraged to deepen their prayer lives, participate in the
sacraments, and prepare spiritually for potential global upheaval. Priests
and bishops are called to return to authentic Christian teaching and
practice.

Final Defense of MDM'’s Mission and Messages

MDM's mission and messages are vital for the renewal of the Church in a time of
profound crisis. The prophetic nature of their revelations serves as a wake-up call for
both the laity and the clergy to return to the core principles of the Christian faith. By
emphasizing repentance, divine mercy, and the need for spiritual readiness, MDM is
addressing the root causes of the Church's current struggles.
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The theological soundness of MDM's messages, grounded in biblical teachings and
historical precedents, provides a strong foundation for their legitimacy. Furthermore, the
consistent themes of divine warnings, calls to repentance, and encouragement for the
faithful reflect the traditional role of prophecy in the Christian tradition. MDM's actions,
which prioritize spiritual renewal and adherence to God's will over institutional
conformity, are not only justified but necessary in the current context.

A Hopeful Outlook for the Renewal of Christian Faith and Practice

Despite the challenges facing the Catholic Church, there is hope for renewal and
revitalization through the faithful response to prophetic voices like MDM. The emphasis
on deepening prayer, embracing repentance, and committing to authentic Christian
living can lead to a spiritual revival. As more individuals and communities heed these
calls, the Church can rediscover its mission and purpose, rooted in the teachings of
Jesus Christ.

The faithful are encouraged to take heart and remain steadfast in their faith, knowing
that God's mercy is boundless and that He continuously calls His people back to
Himself. By responding to this call with sincerity and dedication, believers can contribute
to a broader movement of renewal within the Church, leading to a more vibrant and
spiritually robust community of faith.

In conclusion, The Mission of Divine Mercy stands as a beacon of hope and a catalyst for
change, reminding the Church of its true calling and urging a return to the principles
that have sustained Christianity for millennia. Through prayer, repentance, and
unwavering faith, the Church can navigate these turbulent times and emerge stronger,
more united, and more faithful to its divine mission.
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References
Biblical Verses Supporting the Messages

o Matthew 24:12-13: "Because of the increase of wickedness, the love of most will
grow cold, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved."

e This verse underscores the importance of steadfast faith and vigilance in
times of moral decline, resonating with MDM'’s call for perseverance and
readiness.

e 2 Timothy 3:1-5: "But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.
People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, proud, abusive,
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving,
slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, treacherous, rash,
conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God—having a form of
godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.”

e This passage reflects the societal and moral issues highlighted in MDM's
messages, emphasizing the need for true godliness and repentance.

e Revelation 2:4-5: "Yet | hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you
had at first. Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did
at first. If you do not repent, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from
its place.”

e This admonition to repent or face divine judgment aligns with MDM's
urgent call for the Church to return to its foundational teachings and
practices.

Official Decrees and Statements from Archbishop Garcia-Siller

e March 15, 2024 Decrees: Archbishop Gustavo Garcia-Siller issued decrees
revoking MDM's status as a Catholic apostolate, barring Father John Mary Foster
from publicly exercising his priestly faculties, and prohibiting MDM from using
the name Catholic. The decrees cite MDM's dissemination of messages that
criticize Pope Francis and call for repentance and spiritual renewal.

o Source: Archdiocese of San Antonio official statements and decrees
(Angelus News - Multimedia Catholic News) (NC Register)
(CatholicCitizens.orq).
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https://angelusnews.com/news/nation/san-antonio-pope-foster/
https://www.ncregister.com/cna/san-antonio-archbishop-bans-retreat-center-for-false-teachings-against-pope-francis
https://catholiccitizens.org/news/106422/san-antonio-archbishop-bans-retreat-center-for-false-teachings-against-pope-francis/

Testimonies and Evidence of the Impact of MDM’s Work

Spiritual Renewal: Participants in MDM's retreats and spiritual programs have
reported profound experiences of spiritual renewal and deeper faith. Testimonies
highlight transformative encounters with God through prayer, adoration, and the
sacraments.

o Example: "Attending the retreat was a life-changing experience. | felt God's
presence in a way | never had before and left with a renewed sense of
purpose and peace."

Healing and Reconciliation: Many individuals have found healing through
MDM'’s emphasis on Confession and Divine Mercy. Testimonies often describe
significant emotional and spiritual healing.

o Example: "Confession during the retreat allowed me to unburden my heart
and receive God's mercy. It was a moment of profound healing that | will
never forget."

Deepened Faith: Regular participants in MDM's programs report a stronger,
more vibrant faith life, characterized by daily prayer and a closer relationship with
Jesus.

e Example: "The time spent in adoration and prayer transformed my spiritual
life. | now have a daily prayer routine and a much deeper relationship with
Jesus."

Historical Examples of Prophetic Reform in the Church

Saint Francis of Assisi: Instructed by a divine vision to "rebuild My Church," Saint
Francis of Assisi founded the Franciscan Order, which brought about significant
spiritual renewal through its emphasis on poverty, simplicity, and devotion to
Christ.

o Source: Bonaventure, "The Life of Saint Francis."

Saint Catherine of Siena: Known for her letters urging Pope Gregory Xl to return
the papacy to Rome, Catherine’s prophetic messages were instrumental in the
eventual resolution of the Avignon Papacy.

e Source: "The Dialogue" by Catherine of Siena.
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e Saint Joan of Arc: Believing she was guided by divine voices, Joan of Arc played
a pivotal role in the liberation of France and was later canonized for her prophetic
mission.

e Source: "Joan of Arc: By Herself and Her Witnesses" by Régine Pernoud.

e Our Lady of Guadalupe: The apparitions of the Virgin Mary to Juan Diego in
1531 led to widespread conversion and revitalization of faith in Mexico,
exemplifying the powerful impact of divine messages.

e Source: "Nican Mopohua," the original Nahuatl account of the apparitions.
By incorporating these references, the paper will provide a well-rounded defense of The

Mission of Divine Mercy, demonstrating how its messages align with biblical teachings,
historical prophetic traditions, and the urgent need for reform within the Church.
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