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In "Christ as the Fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant: A Theological 
Exploration," we delve into the profound theological narrative that 
positions Jesus Christ at the heart of God's salvific plan, as unveiled through 
the promises made to Abraham. This exploration traverses the scriptural 
landscape from the Old Testament's foundational covenants to their 
culmination in the New Testament, revealing Christ as the embodiment of 
God's promises. Through a meticulous examination of biblical texts, 
theological interpretations, and the implications for Christian faith and 
practice, the paper illuminates the continuous thread of redemption that 
binds the Abrahamic Covenant to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Addressing contemporary theological challenges and fostering respectful 
interfaith dialogue, this exploration aims to deepen understanding and 
encourage a reflective engagement with the covenant's significance for 
today's believers. By articulating the nuances of this covenantal fulfillment, 
we invite readers into a richer appreciation of the Christian faith's 
rootedness in God's enduring promise of blessing to all nations. 
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Introduction 

The central thesis of this paper posits that Jesus Christ stands as the 
embodiment of the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant, marking a 
pivotal juncture in the unfolding of God’s plan for salvation. This assertion 
navigates through the intricate tapestry of biblical narratives, prophecies, 
and theological interpretations, converging on the person and work of 
Christ as the culmination of divine promises made to Abraham. The 
exploration of this thesis not only invites a deeper theological 
understanding of Christ's role in salvation history but also illuminates the 
continuity of God's salvific intentions from the Old Covenant to the New. 

The Abrahamic Covenant, as recorded in the book of Genesis, establishes a 
foundational framework for understanding the relationship between God 
and His chosen people. Initiated with Abraham, this covenant encompasses 
promises of land, descendants, and blessing—a triad of commitments that 
shape the narrative arc of the Hebrew Scriptures. The promise of land 
(Genesis 12:1, 15:18-21) signifies a physical space where the people of God 
can flourish; the promise of descendants (Genesis 15:4-5, 17:2-7) ensures 
Abraham's lineage and the perpetuation of a people set apart for God; and 
the promise of blessing (Genesis 12:2-3, 22:18) extends God’s favor not only 
to Abraham and his immediate offspring but to "all the families of the 
earth," signaling the universal scope of God’s redemptive plan. 

This covenant is not merely an ancient contractual agreement but a 
dynamic, living promise that threads through the fabric of biblical 
revelation, pointing towards its ultimate fulfillment in Jesus Christ. In the 
New Testament, Paul the Apostle articulates this fulfillment explicitly, 
arguing that in Christ, the promises made to Abraham reach their zenith 
(Galatians 3:16). This paper contends that understanding Christ as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant enriches our grasp of biblical 
theology, weaving together the Old and New Testaments in a coherent 
narrative of redemption and grace. 
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The significance of the Abrahamic Covenant in biblical theology cannot be 
overstated. It serves as the theological bedrock upon which the narrative of 
salvation is constructed, shaping the identity and mission of the people of 
Israel and, subsequently, the Christian church. By examining Christ as the 
fulfillment of this covenant, we embark on a journey that traverses ancient 
promises, prophetic anticipations, and the transformative reality of the 
Incarnation. This exploration not only deepens our theological insight but 
also invites us into a more profound participation in the story of God's 
redeeming love, a story that finds its climax and resolution in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Abrahamic Covenant: Origins and Promises 

The narrative of the Abrahamic Covenant commences with a divine call and 
promise that sets in motion the biblical saga of redemption and covenantal 
relationship. Foundational to this narrative is the figure of Abraham, 
originally Abram, whose journey of faith and obedience marks the 
beginning of a unique interaction between God and humanity. The 
covenant's origins, as detailed in the book of Genesis, chapters 12, 15, and 
17, unfold through a series of divine revelations and promises to Abraham, 
establishing a framework that would profoundly shape the theological and 
identity contours of the Israelite people and, by extension, the Christian 
faith. 

Origins of the Covenant 

The covenant is initiated in Genesis 12, when God calls Abram to leave his 
country, his people, and his father's household for a land that God would 
show him. This call is accompanied by a multifaceted promise that lays the 
groundwork for the covenant: God promises to make Abram into a great 
nation, to bless him, to make his name great, and to bless those who bless 
him and curse those who curse him. The universality of the blessing, 
extending to "all peoples on earth," underscores the covenant's significance 
not just for Abram but for the entire world. 
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The Threefold Promise 

1. Land: The promise of land is central to the covenant, symbolizing a 
place of belonging and identity for Abram's descendants. In Genesis 
15, God formalizes this promise through a covenant ceremony, 
assuring Abram that his offspring would inherit the land of Canaan. 
This promise of land is not only about physical territory but also 
signifies a realm where the covenantal relationship between God and 
His people can flourish. 

2. Descendants: The promise of descendants is intertwined with the 
promise of land. Despite Abram and his wife Sarai's advanced age 
and Sarai's barrenness, God promises Abram in Genesis 15 and 
reaffirms in Genesis 17 that he would have numerous offspring. This 
aspect of the covenant points to the enduring legacy of Abraham's 
faith and the establishment of a people who would be in a unique 
covenantal relationship with God. 

3. Blessing: The promise of blessing is both specific to Abraham and his 
family and universal in its scope. In Genesis 12 and reiterated in 
Genesis 22, God promises not only to bless Abraham but also that 
through him, all the nations of the earth would be blessed. This 
universal blessing is realized in the New Testament through Jesus 
Christ, who opens the way for all humanity to enter into covenantal 
relationship with God. 

Shaping Israelite Identity and Theology 

The Abrahamic Covenant fundamentally shapes Israelite identity and 
theology. It establishes the Israelites as God's chosen people, set apart by 
divine promise for a unique relationship with the Creator. The covenant 
underscores themes of faith, obedience, and trust in God's promises, 
exemplified by Abraham's willingness to leave his homeland and later, his 
willingness to sacrifice his son Isaac, trusting in God's faithfulness to His 
promises. 
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Theologically, the covenant introduces the concept of a personal, relational 
God who actively engages with humanity through covenantal relationships. 
It lays the groundwork for understanding God's redemptive plan, which 
unfolds through the narratives of the Exodus, the giving of the Law, the 
establishment of the Davidic kingdom, and ultimately, the coming of the 
Messiah. The covenant with Abraham is not just a historical event but a 
theological anchor, pointing to God's commitment to His creation and His 
plan to redeem and bless all peoples through the descendants of Abraham. 

In this way, the Abrahamic Covenant not only promises land, descendants, 
and blessing but also invites God's people into a story of faith, where trust 
in God's promises shapes their identity, guides their theology, and directs 
their mission in the world. 

 

Expectation of Fulfillment in the Hebrew Scriptures 

The Hebrew Scriptures, or Old Testament, are replete with prophecies and 
narratives that both reflect and amplify the expectation of the fulfillment of 
the Abrahamic Covenant. This anticipation is woven through the fabric of 
Israel's history, manifesting in various forms—from the immediate 
descendants of Abraham to the broader canvas of Israelite society across 
centuries. This section explores how these expectations are articulated 
through prophetic declarations and the evolving concept of messianic hope 
within the context of Israel's history. 

Prophecies and Expectations 

1. Direct Promises to the Patriarchs: The journey towards fulfillment 
begins with the direct promises made to Abraham (Genesis 12, 15, 17) 
and reiterated to his son Isaac (Genesis 26:3-4) and grandson Jacob 
(Genesis 28:13-14). These promises underscore the expectation of a 
great nation emerging from their lineage, a land that would be their 
everlasting possession, and a blessing that would extend to all 
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nations. The patriarchal narratives set the stage for the unfolding of 
these promises, embedding a deep-seated expectation of fulfillment 
within the collective consciousness of Israel. 

2. Mosaic Covenant and Prophetic Insight: The giving of the Law 
through Moses and the establishment of the Mosaic Covenant 
(Exodus 19-24) further shapes the expectations of fulfillment. While 
this covenant primarily concerns the legal and ritual relationship 
between God and Israel, it is undergirded by the foundational 
promises to Abraham. The prophets, from Isaiah to Malachi, build on 
this expectation, offering visions of restoration, renewal, and universal 
blessing that echo the Abrahamic promises. For example, Isaiah 
speaks of a light to the Gentiles and the restoration of Israel, where 
the nations will stream to Zion (Isaiah 2:2-4, 42:6, 49:6). 

3. Davidic Covenant and Messianic Hope: The promise of an 
everlasting dynasty made to King David (2 Samuel 7:12-16) 
introduces a specific expectation of messianic fulfillment. The 
prophets expand on this, anticipating a righteous Branch from David's 
line who would execute justice and righteousness (Jeremiah 23:5-6, 
Isaiah 11:1-10). This messianic figure is envisioned as the one through 
whom the promises to Abraham, particularly the promise of universal 
blessing, would be realized. 

The Role of Messianic Expectations 

Messianic expectations become a central element in Israel's anticipation of 
the covenant's fulfillment. These expectations evolve in response to Israel's 
historical circumstances—exile, return, and the continuous struggle for 
identity and autonomy under foreign dominions. The messianic hope 
encapsulates the longing for a return to the ideal state of divine favor and 
national prosperity, envisioned as a restoration of Davidic kingship, a re-
gathering of the exiles, and a renewal of the covenant relationship with 
God. 

1. Exilic and Post-Exilic Periods: During the Babylonian exile and the 
subsequent return to the land, the prophets Haggai, Zechariah, and 
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Malachi spoke of God's ongoing commitment to His covenant with 
Israel, envisioning a future in which the temple would be rebuilt, and 
the glory of God would return to Jerusalem. This period reinforced 
the expectation that God would raise a messianic savior to fulfill the 
covenant promises. 

2. Inter-Testamental Period: The centuries leading up to the New 
Testament era saw a diversification of messianic expectations, 
influenced by apocalyptic literature such as Daniel and non-canonical 
Jewish writings. These texts reflect a heightened sense of anticipation 
for divine intervention through a messianic figure who would deliver 
Israel from oppression and inaugurate an era of peace and 
righteousness. 

The expectation of the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant in the 
Hebrew Scriptures is a multifaceted tapestry that combines direct promises, 
legal and prophetic insights, and a growing messianic hope. This 
expectation is not static but dynamically interacts with Israel's historical 
experiences, shaping and reshaping the contours of their collective hope. 
The promise of land, descendants, and universal blessing remains a 
constant beacon, guiding Israel's theological understanding and 
anticipation of God's redemptive action in history. 

 

Jesus and the Davidic Covenant 

The intricate relationship between the Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants is 
pivotal for understanding the messianic identity of Jesus Christ as 
presented in the New Testament. This connection not only reaffirms the 
promises made to Abraham and David but also culminates in the person of 
Jesus, providing a comprehensive fulfillment of God's redemptive plan. This 
section explores the theological linkage between these covenants and the 
New Testament portrayal of Jesus as the fulfillment of the Davidic promise. 
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The Abrahamic and Davidic Covenants: A Theological Connection 

The Abrahamic Covenant, with its promises of land, descendants, and a 
universal blessing, establishes a foundational relationship between God and 
His chosen people. This covenant sets in motion the biblical narrative of 
redemption and promise. The Davidic Covenant, established in 2 Samuel 
7:12-16, narrows the focus to the promise of an eternal dynasty through 
David's lineage, which would play a crucial role in the realization of the 
Abrahamic Covenant's universal blessings. The promise of a Messiah—a 
king from David's line who would reign forever—becomes the bridge that 
connects the hope of Israel to the salvation of the entire world. 

New Testament Evidence of Jesus as the Fulfillment 

1. Genealogical Confirmation: The New Testament begins with a 
deliberate affirmation of Jesus' Davidic lineage. Both the Gospel of 
Matthew (Matthew 1:1-17) and the Gospel of Luke (Luke 3:23-38) 
provide genealogies that trace Jesus' ancestry back to David, 
positioning Him within the rightful lineage to fulfill the Davidic 
Covenant. This genealogical context is not merely historical but serves 
a profound theological purpose, affirming Jesus as the legitimate heir 
to David's throne. 

2. Messianic Titles and Expectations: Throughout the Gospels, Jesus is 
frequently identified with titles that resonate with messianic 
expectations tied to the Davidic Covenant. The title "Son of David" is 
used by individuals seeking healing (Matthew 9:27, 20:30-31), 
signifying their recognition of Him as the messianic king. Moreover, 
the angel Gabriel's announcement to Mary in Luke 1:32-33 explicitly 
states that Jesus will receive the throne of His father David, reign over 
Jacob's descendants forever, and that His kingdom will have no end, 
echoing the promises of the Davidic Covenant. 

3. The Triumphal Entry and Royal Psalms: Jesus' entry into Jerusalem 
(Matthew 21:1-11, Mark 11:1-10, Luke 19:28-38, John 12:12-15) is 
marked by messianic acclaim, with crowds hailing Him as the Son of 
David and quoting from Psalm 118:26, a psalm associated with the 
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Davidic kingship. This event, known as the Triumphal Entry, 
symbolizes Jesus' acceptance of His role as the messianic king in 
fulfillment of Davidic expectations. 

4. Jesus' Teachings and Actions: Jesus' teachings and actions further 
affirm His messianic identity in line with the Davidic Covenant. His 
discourse on the kingdom of God, parables, miracles, and the way He 
embodies authority and compassion all point to the inauguration of 
the promised eternal kingdom. Jesus' identification with the suffering 
servant of Isaiah and His resurrection are seen as definitive proof of 
His messianic kingship and divine sonship, fulfilling God's promise to 
David of a successor who would establish an everlasting kingdom. 

The New Testament portrayal of Jesus as the fulfillment of the Davidic 
Covenant is multi-dimensional, involving genealogy, messianic titles, 
symbolic actions, and teachings that collectively affirm His role as the long-
awaited Messiah. This fulfillment is not limited to a restoration of a 
temporal kingdom but extends to the establishment of an eternal kingdom 
that brings to fruition the universal blessings promised to Abraham. In 
Jesus, the promises made to both Abraham and David find their ultimate 
fulfillment, bridging the Old Testament's covenantal promises with the New 
Testament's revelation of God's redemptive plan for all humanity. 

 

New Testament Revelation of Fulfillment 

The New Testament unfolds the revelation that Jesus Christ is the 
embodiment of God's promises to Abraham, presenting a theological 
narrative where the lines of covenantal promises converge in Him. This 
section delves into specific New Testament texts that articulate Jesus as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant and explores the Apostle Paul's 
nuanced interpretation of this fulfillment in his letters to the Romans and 
Galatians. 
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Jesus as the Fulfillment of God's Promises 

1. The Gospels' Witness: The Gospels affirm Jesus as the fulfillment of 
the Abrahamic Covenant through various narratives and teachings. 
For instance, the annunciation of Jesus' birth in Matthew and Luke not 
only highlights His Davidic lineage but also connects His coming with 
the promise of blessing to all nations. Luke's Gospel explicitly 
mentions the covenant with Abraham in Zechariah's prophecy (Luke 
1:72-73) and Simeon's proclamation (Luke 2:29-32), framing Jesus' 
ministry as the realization of God's longstanding promises. 

2. Jesus' Own Declarations: Jesus' teachings and actions throughout 
the Gospels reveal Him as the fulfillment of the covenant. In John's 
Gospel, Jesus speaks of Abraham's joy at seeing His day (John 8:56), 
indicating a deep connection between His mission and the covenantal 
promises made to Abraham. Similarly, His proclamation of the 
kingdom of God and the calling of people from all nations into this 
kingdom reflect the fulfillment of the promise of universal blessing. 

Paul's Interpretation in Romans and Galatians 

The Apostle Paul provides a theological explication of how Christ represents 
the fulfillment of the promises to Abraham, particularly focusing on the 
themes of faith, grace, and the inclusion of the Gentiles. 

1. Romans and the Righteousness of Faith: In Romans, Paul develops 
a sophisticated argument that centers on the righteousness that 
comes by faith, a principle he sees as rooted in the Abrahamic 
Covenant. Romans 4:3 cites Genesis 15:6, where Abraham's faith was 
credited to him as righteousness, establishing a direct link between 
the covenant with Abraham and the faith in Christ. Paul argues that 
this righteousness is now accessible to all who believe in Jesus Christ, 
effectively extending the covenant's promise of blessing to all, not 
just to those who are of the Law (Jewish) but also to those who share 
the faith of Abraham (Romans 4:16-17). 
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2. Galatians and the Promise to Abraham: In Galatians, Paul's 
argument focuses on the law and the promise, asserting that the law, 
given 430 years after the covenant with Abraham, does not annul the 
covenant nor can it nullify the promise (Galatians 3:17). Paul identifies 
Jesus Christ as the "seed" to whom the promise was made (Galatians 
3:16), arguing that through faith in Christ, believers become 
Abraham's offspring and heirs according to the promise (Galatians 
3:29). This interpretation underlines the continuity of God's salvific 
plan from Abraham through Christ, emphasizing that the true heirs of 
the promise are those of faith, thereby including Gentiles in the scope 
of the covenant's blessing. 

Theological Implications 

The New Testament's revelation of fulfillment through Jesus Christ has 
profound theological implications. It affirms the consistency of God's 
redemptive purpose throughout the biblical narrative, from the promises 
made to Abraham to their fulfillment in Christ. This fulfillment transcends 
the boundaries of ethnicity and the Law, opening the way for a universal 
community of faith. By presenting Jesus as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic 
Covenant, the New Testament writers are not merely recounting historical 
fulfillment but are inviting believers into a lived experience of faith, where 
the ancient promises find their contemporary realization in the community 
of believers, the Church. 

Thus, the New Testament revelation of fulfillment through Jesus Christ 
encapsulates a theological vision where the past promises and future hope 
converge in the person and work of Christ, offering a new identity to all 
who believe as part of God's covenant people, heirs to the promises made 
to Abraham. 
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Theological Implications of Fulfillment 

Viewing Christ as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant carries 
significant theological implications that ripple through Christian doctrine, 
ecclesiology, and the understanding of God’s salvation history. This 
perspective underscores a profound continuity within the biblical narrative, 
while also introducing elements of discontinuity that redefine the 
parameters of covenantal relationship and the identity of God’s people. 

Continuity in Salvation History 

1. Fulfillment and Expansion of the Covenant: The idea that Christ 
fulfills the Abrahamic Covenant suggests a continuity in God's plan 
from the calling of Abraham to the advent of Christ and beyond. This 
continuity is not merely chronological but theological, emphasizing 
God’s unchanging purpose to bless all nations through Abraham's 
seed. In Christ, this promise reaches its zenith, as He embodies the 
means through which God's universal blessing is dispensed. 

2. Faith as the Basis of Relationship: The Abrahamic Covenant was 
established on the basis of faith, as evidenced by Abraham’s belief 
being credited to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6). Paul’s 
interpretation, particularly in Romans and Galatians, reiterates this 
principle, positioning faith in Christ as the criterion for belonging to 
Abraham’s family and, by extension, for participating in the 
covenant's promises. This continuity of faith underscores the New 
Testament’s portrayal of Christ not as an interruption but as the 
fulfillment of God’s redemptive trajectory. 

Discontinuity and the New Covenant 

1. Redefinition of God’s People: While the Old Testament covenantal 
relationship was primarily with the ethnic descendants of Abraham, 
the New Testament redefines God's people to include all who have 
faith in Christ, regardless of ethnic background. This discontinuity 
marks a significant theological shift, expanding the concept of God’s 
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chosen people to encompass a global community of believers, thus 
fulfilling the promise of blessing to all nations. 

2. Transformation of Covenantal Signs: The signs and symbols of the 
covenant (e.g., circumcision) undergo a transformation in light of 
Christ’s fulfillment. For instance, Paul argues in Galatians that 
circumcision is no longer the defining marker of belonging to God’s 
covenant people; rather, faith in Christ and baptism into His death 
and resurrection signify membership in the new covenant community. 
This shift reflects a broader discontinuity in how covenantal 
faithfulness is expressed and understood within the community of 
believers. 

Theological and Ecclesiological Implications 

1. Ecclesiology and the Identity of the Church: Viewing Christ as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant profoundly impacts 
ecclesiology, the study of the church. The church is seen as the 
continuation of Israel, not in a supersessionist manner that negates 
the Jewish people's ongoing role in God’s plan, but in a way that 
understands the church as participating in the promises and blessings 
of the Abrahamic Covenant through faith in Christ. This perspective 
fosters a theology of inclusion and unity that transcends ethnic and 
cultural boundaries. 

2. Missiology and Universal Blessing: The missionary impulse of the 
Christian faith can also be traced back to the promise of blessing to 
all nations inherent in the Abrahamic Covenant. The church’s mission, 
therefore, is rooted in the covenant's fulfillment through Christ, 
tasked with extending the blessing of the gospel to every corner of 
the world. This missiological mandate reinforces the church's role in 
God’s ongoing plan of salvation, highlighting the continuity of God's 
purpose to bless all peoples through the seed of Abraham. 

In conclusion, the theological implications of viewing Christ as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant are vast, touching on themes of 
continuity and discontinuity in salvation history, the redefinition of God’s 
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people, the transformation of covenantal signs, and the identity and 
mission of the church. This perspective enriches Christian theology with a 
deep sense of historical rootedness, while also casting a vision for the 
inclusive and expansive reach of God’s redemptive love. 

 

Christological Perspectives on the Covenant 

Understanding Christ as the culmination of the covenant's promises 
involves delving into the Christological significance of His life, death, and 
resurrection. This exploration reveals not only how these events fulfill the 
promises made to Abraham but also how they expand and illuminate the 
nature of God's kingdom. Through His teachings and actions, Jesus Christ 
offers profound insights into the covenantal relationship between God and 
humanity, demonstrating the transformative power of God's love and 
justice. 

The Culmination of Covenant Promises 

1. Life and Ministry of Jesus: Christ's life and ministry are central to the 
fulfillment of the covenant's promises. Through His teachings, 
parables, and miracles, Jesus reveals the nature of God's kingdom—a 
realm characterized by justice, mercy, and inclusivity. His ministry 
among the marginalized and His emphasis on love as the greatest 
commandment (Mark 12:28-31) reflect the covenant's promise of 
blessing to all nations, demonstrating how this blessing is realized 
through acts of compassion and solidarity. 

2. Death and Sacrifice: The death of Christ on the cross is a pivotal 
moment in the fulfillment of the covenant. It represents the ultimate 
act of obedience and sacrifice, a fulfillment of the promise of a seed 
through whom the nations would be blessed. Christ's sacrificial death 
embodies the depth of God's commitment to His covenantal 
promises, offering redemption and reconciliation to humanity. This 
act of self-giving love opens the way for all people to enter into a 
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new covenant relationship with God, grounded in forgiveness and 
grace. 

3. Resurrection and New Creation: The resurrection of Jesus is the 
definitive sign that the promises of the covenant have been fulfilled. It 
signifies victory over sin and death, inaugurating a new creation 
where the effects of the fall are reversed, and the hope of eternal life 
is realized. The resurrection confirms Jesus as the Messiah, the true 
descendant of Abraham and David, through whom God's kingdom is 
established and through whom the covenant's blessings are extended 
to all people. 

Jesus' Teachings and Actions: Revealing God's Kingdom 

1. The Beatitudes and the Sermon on the Mount: In the Beatitudes 
(Matthew 5:3-12), Jesus outlines the values of the kingdom of God, 
blessing the poor in spirit, the meek, and those who hunger and thirst 
for righteousness. The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) further 
elaborates on these themes, presenting a radical vision of love, 
forgiveness, and peacemaking that challenges conventional 
understandings of power and blessing. Through these teachings, 
Jesus reveals that the fulfillment of the covenant involves a 
transformation of human relationships and society, aligning them 
with the values of God's kingdom. 

2. Parables of the Kingdom: Jesus' parables, such as those of the 
mustard seed (Matthew 13:31-32) and the leaven (Matthew 13:33), 
illustrate the kingdom of God's paradoxical and transformative 
nature. These stories convey the message that the kingdom starts 
small but grows expansively, permeating and transforming all of 
creation. Through these narratives, Jesus teaches that the covenant's 
fulfillment brings about a new reality where God's reign is manifested 
in unexpected and powerful ways. 

3. Acts of Healing and Liberation: The healing miracles of Jesus and 
His acts of liberation from demonic oppression (e.g., Mark 5:1-20, 
Luke 8:26-39) signify the inbreaking of God's kingdom into the 
present age. They demonstrate the covenant's promise of blessing as 
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a reality that restores and heals, offering a foretaste of the ultimate 
fulfillment of God's promises in the new creation. 

In summary, Christological perspectives on the covenant highlight how 
Jesus' life, death, and resurrection serve as the culmination of the 
covenant's promises, revealing the nature of God's kingdom as one of love, 
justice, and transformative power. Through His teachings and actions, Jesus 
provides a model for living out the covenantal relationship in a way that 
reflects the values of the kingdom of God, inviting believers to participate 
in the ongoing realization of God's redemptive plan for the world. 

 

The Church's Role in the Covenant 

The relationship between the church and the Abrahamic Covenant, 
redefined through the fulfillment found in Christ, represents a pivotal 
theme in Christian theology. This relationship illuminates the church's 
identity, mission, and the nature of its inclusion in the promises initially 
made to Abraham. Understanding the church as the spiritual descendants 
of Abraham, in light of Christ's fulfillment, invites a profound exploration of 
faith, belonging, and the dynamics of God's ongoing covenantal narrative. 

The Church as the Continuation of the Covenant 

1. Spiritual Descendants of Abraham: The New Testament, particularly 
through Paul’s writings, articulates a vision of the church as 
comprising the spiritual descendants of Abraham. This concept is 
rooted in the understanding that Abraham's true descendants are 
characterized by faith (Galatians 3:7-9, Romans 4:16-17). 
Consequently, the church, built on faith in Jesus Christ, is integrated 
into the covenantal family, inheriting the promises of blessing, land 
(as a metaphor for the Kingdom of God), and numerous descendants, 
now understood as the multitude of believers from all nations. 
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2. Fulfillment through Christ: Christ's life, death, and resurrection are 
portrayed as the culmination of the covenant's promises, marking the 
definitive means through which God's blessings are mediated to the 
world. Through Christ, the church becomes the agent of blessing, 
embodying the promise that through Abraham's seed, all nations 
would be blessed. This fulfillment not only affirms the continuity of 
God's salvific plan but also redefines the scope of the covenant to 
include all who believe in Christ, transcending ethnic and cultural 
boundaries. 

The Church’s Mission in Light of the Covenant 

1. Proclaiming the Kingdom of God: Jesus’ teachings and actions, 
centered on the proclamation of the Kingdom of God, serve as the 
model for the church’s mission. The church is called to continue this 
proclamation, embodying the values of the Kingdom through acts of 
love, justice, and mercy, and through the verbal witness of the gospel. 
This mission aligns with the Abrahamic Covenant’s promise of 
blessing to all nations, now fulfilled and extended through the church. 

2. A People for God’s Possession: The church, as the spiritual 
descendants of Abraham, is identified as "a chosen race, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own possession" (1 Peter 2:9), 
echoing the covenantal language of Exodus 19:5-6. This identity 
emphasizes the church's role in mediating God’s presence and 
blessings to the world, reflecting the covenantal call to be a light to 
the nations (Isaiah 49:6), a mandate now carried forward in the 
context of the new covenant in Christ. 

Theological and Ethical Implications 

1. Inclusive Identity: The church's identity as the spiritual descendants 
of Abraham fosters a theological vision of inclusivity and diversity 
within the body of Christ. This identity challenges the church to 
embrace its calling to be a community where all are welcomed on the 



18 
 

basis of faith, reflecting the universal scope of God’s promise to 
Abraham. 

2. Ethical and Social Responsibilities: The covenantal relationship also 
imbues the church with ethical and social responsibilities. Just as 
Abraham was called to walk before God and be blameless (Genesis 
17:1), the church is called to embody righteousness, justice, and 
compassion in its communal life and in its engagement with the wider 
world. This reflects the covenant's transformative power, not just for 
individual believers but for society as a whole. 

In summary, the relationship between the church and the covenant, 
through Christ's fulfillment, shapes the church's identity, mission, and 
ethical calling. As the spiritual descendants of Abraham, the church 
participates in the narrative of God's redemptive plan, tasked with 
extending the covenantal blessings to all nations and embodying the values 
of God's Kingdom. This perspective offers a rich theological framework for 
understanding the church's place in salvation history and its role in 
manifesting the promises of God in the world. 

 

Jewish-Christian Relations and the Covenant 

The Christocentric fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant has profound 
implications for Jewish-Christian relations, presenting both challenges and 
opportunities for dialogue and understanding. The interpretation of the 
covenant's fulfillment through Christ not only shapes Christian theology but 
also intersects with Jewish understandings and expectations of the 
covenant. Engaging these perspectives respectfully and thoughtfully is 
crucial for fostering meaningful relationships between Jewish and Christian 
communities. 
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The Impact on Jewish-Christian Dialogue 

1. Diverse Interpretations of Fulfillment: Christians see Jesus as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant's promises, a perspective that 
fundamentally shapes Christian identity and mission. However, Jewish 
interpretations of the covenant emphasize an ongoing relationship 
with God that awaits future fulfillment in the coming of the Messiah, 
adherence to the Torah, and the restoration of Israel. These differing 
perspectives on fulfillment can create theological distance between 
the two faiths, but they also offer a rich ground for dialogue, inviting 
both communities to explore the depths of their respective traditions. 

2. Historical Sensitivities: The history of Christian supersessionism, 
where the church was thought to have replaced Israel in God's 
economy, has contributed to tension and misunderstanding between 
Jews and Christians. Addressing this history honestly and seeking a 
theology that affirms God's ongoing covenant with the Jewish people 
are essential steps toward reconciliation. This involves acknowledging 
the integrity of Jewish covenantal identity and exploring ways in 
which Christ's fulfillment of the covenant can be understood as 
inclusive of God's promises to Israel. 

Engaging Jewish Interpretations and Expectations 

1. Mutual Respect for Covenantal Narratives: Respectful engagement 
with Jewish interpretations of the covenant involves recognizing the 
legitimacy and richness of the Jewish reading of Scripture and its 
implications for understanding God's promises. This respect requires 
an acknowledgment that Jewish covenantal life continues to be 
vibrant and meaningful, rooted in a long history of interpretation, 
struggle, and celebration. 

2. Shared Heritage and Divergent Paths: Jewish-Christian dialogue 
benefits from acknowledging the shared heritage of the Abrahamic 
Covenant while also respecting the divergent paths that each faith 
has taken in interpreting and living out its promises. Christians can 
learn from Jewish interpretations of covenantal faithfulness, including 
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the emphasis on ethical living, community responsibility, and the 
longing for peace and justice. Similarly, Christians can share how 
Christ's life and teachings inspire a life of service, love, and inclusion, 
inviting Jewish interlocutors to see this as a continuation, rather than 
a negation, of the covenant's promises. 

Opportunities for Collaboration 

1. Common Ground in Ethical and Social Action: The covenant's call 
to be a blessing to all nations can serve as common ground for 
Jewish and Christian collaboration in ethical and social action. Joint 
initiatives focused on social justice, care for the poor, and stewardship 
of the environment can reflect the covenantal values shared by both 
traditions. 

2. Interfaith Dialogue and Education: Engaging in interfaith dialogue 
and educational efforts can help both communities better understand 
each other's perspectives on the covenant, fostering a climate of 
respect and mutual learning. This can include shared study sessions, 
dialogue groups, and cooperative projects that highlight both 
commonalities and differences in a spirit of friendship and respect. 

In conclusion, the Christocentric fulfillment of the covenant invites Jewish-
Christian dialogue into a space of respectful engagement and mutual 
exploration. By acknowledging the distinctiveness of each tradition's 
interpretations and expectations, while also seeking common ground in 
shared covenantal values, Jewish and Christian communities can move 
toward a more understanding and collaborative relationship. This dialogue, 
rooted in respect and honesty, has the potential to enrich both faiths, 
deepening their appreciation for the covenant's ongoing narrative in their 
respective lives and in the world. 
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Contemporary Theological Challenges 

The understanding of Christ as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant 
presents contemporary theology with nuanced challenges, particularly 
around the issues of supersessionism and the inclusivity of God's promises. 
These challenges demand a careful theological balance that affirms the 
central tenets of Christian faith while also respecting the ongoing 
covenantal identity of the Jewish people. This section explores these 
challenges and proposes ways to navigate them in today's theological 
discourse. 

Supersessionism and Its Implications 

1. Understanding Supersessionism: Supersessionism, or replacement 
theology, is the belief that the Christian Church has replaced Israel in 
God's plan, inheriting the promises once given to the Jews. This 
perspective has historically contributed to the marginalization and 
persecution of Jewish people, leading to a strained relationship 
between Christianity and Judaism. 

2. Theological Reevaluation: In response, contemporary theology faces 
the challenge of reevaluating doctrines that imply or support 
supersessionism. This involves a critical examination of how scriptural 
interpretations and ecclesiological models can both affirm the unique 
role of Jesus Christ in salvation history and recognize the ongoing 
significance of God's covenant with the Jewish people. Theological 
frameworks that emphasize the continuity of God’s covenantal 
relationship with Israel, alongside the new covenant in Christ, are 
central to this reevaluation. 

Inclusivity of God's Promises 

1. Affirming the Universal Scope of the Covenant: The promise to 
Abraham that "all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 
12:3) underscores the universal scope of God's salvific plan. 
Contemporary theology wrestles with articulating how this inclusivity 
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is realized in Christ, while not negating the particularity of God's 
promises to Israel. This challenge involves upholding the conviction 
that in Christ, God’s promises are opened to all humanity, thereby 
fulfilling the covenant's universal blessing, without implying that the 
covenant with Israel is obsolete. 

2. Engagement with Pauline Theology: The Apostle Paul’s writings, 
especially his discussions in Romans and Galatians, are pivotal for 
understanding the balance between the universal offer of salvation in 
Christ and the continued election of Israel. Paul affirms the salvation 
of the Gentiles as part of God's plan without dismissing God's 
promises to Israel (Romans 11:1-2, 11-12, 25-29). Contemporary 
theology must wrestle with Paul's vision of the olive tree, where 
Gentiles are grafted in among the Jews, sharing in the richness of the 
root without displacing the original branches. 

Navigating the Balance 

1. Dialogue and Understanding: Engaging in dialogue with Jewish 
scholars and communities can help Christian theologians better 
appreciate the complexity and depth of Jewish covenantal identity. 
This dialogue can foster mutual respect and understanding, 
contributing to theological perspectives that honor both the 
continuity of God’s promises to Israel and their fulfillment in Christ for 
the sake of the world. 

2. Theological Education and Preaching: Incorporating insights from 
this dialogue into theological education and preaching can help 
congregations understand the nuances of Christian faith in relation to 
Judaism. Educating Christians on the Jewish roots of their faith and 
the ongoing significance of the Jewish covenant can contribute to a 
more nuanced faith that respects the integrity of both traditions. 

3. Ecclesiological Reflections: Reflecting on the nature of the Church 
as a community called to witness to the kingdom of God in a way that 
includes but does not supersede Israel is another contemporary 
challenge. This involves rethinking ecclesiology to embrace a model 
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of the Church that sees itself as grafted into the rich history of God's 
dealings with His people, Israel, rather than replacing it. 

Contemporary theological challenges around supersessionism and the 
inclusivity of God's promises require a thoughtful, respectful, and dynamic 
engagement with Scripture, tradition, and the lived experience of faith 
communities. By carefully navigating these challenges, theology can 
articulate a vision of God’s salvific plan that is both faithful to the Christian 
witness to Christ and respectful of the Jewish covenantal identity, 
contributing to a richer, more inclusive understanding of God’s redemptive 
work in the world. 

 

Ecumenical and Interfaith Perspectives 

The understanding of Christ's fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant varies 
across Christian traditions, reflecting the rich tapestry of beliefs that 
constitute the Christian faith. These variations offer diverse perspectives on 
salvation history, covenantal theology, and the nature of God's promises. 
Additionally, interfaith dialogue, including conversations with Jewish and 
other faith communities, plays a crucial role in deepening mutual 
understanding and respect among different religious traditions. This 
exploration into ecumenical and interfaith perspectives highlights the 
complexities and opportunities for enrichment that arise from engaging 
with the covenant's fulfillment in Christ. 

Ecumenical Views on Covenant Fulfillment 

1. Catholic and Orthodox Perspectives: The Catholic and Orthodox 
churches often emphasize the continuity of God’s covenant through 
the lens of sacramental and ecclesial life, seeing the church's 
sacraments as means by which the promises of the covenant are 
mediated to believers. These traditions stress the mystery of Christ's 
fulfillment of the covenant and its unfolding in the life of the church. 
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2. Protestant Interpretations: Protestant traditions, particularly those 
influenced by Reformation theology, tend to emphasize the justifying 
faith in Christ as the key to participating in the covenant's promises. 
Different Protestant denominations might vary in their emphasis on 
covenant theology, with some (like Presbyterians) adopting a more 
covenantal framework in their theology and others focusing on 
personal faith and conversion as the means of entering into the 
promises of God. 

3. Evangelical and Pentecostal Perspectives: Many evangelical and 
Pentecostal Christians emphasize a personal relationship with Jesus 
Christ as central to experiencing the fulfillment of God’s promises. 
This perspective often includes a strong missionary mandate, based 
on the belief that part of the covenant's fulfillment involves the 
proclamation of the Gospel to all nations. 

4. Emerging and Contextual Theologies: Emerging Christian 
movements and contextual theologies (such as liberation, feminist, 
and Black theologies) often interpret Christ's fulfillment of the 
covenant in ways that emphasize justice, liberation, and the 
eradication of oppression. These perspectives can offer fresh insights 
into the covenant's implications for contemporary social and ethical 
issues. 

Interfaith Dialogue and the Covenant 

1. Jewish-Christian Conversations: Dialogue between Jewish and 
Christian communities regarding the covenant can lead to a deeper 
appreciation of the covenant's significance for both faiths. Such 
conversations can help Christians understand the covenant's ongoing 
importance in Jewish life and theology and can offer Jews insights 
into why Christians view Jesus as the fulfillment of covenantal 
promises. 

2. Engagement with Other Faith Traditions: While the Abrahamic 
Covenant is specifically relevant to Jewish and Christian traditions, 
engaging with other faith communities (such as Islam, which also 
traces its spiritual lineage to Abraham) can enrich the understanding 
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of how different traditions view divine promises and their fulfillment. 
These dialogues can foster mutual respect and highlight the shared 
values and ethical imperatives that emerge from faith in a God who 
makes and keeps promises. 

3. Challenges and Opportunities: Interfaith dialogue presents both 
challenges and opportunities. One challenge is navigating the 
theological differences without compromising on core beliefs or 
diminishing the other's faith experience. However, these dialogues 
also offer opportunities to build bridges of understanding and 
cooperation, promoting peace and mutual respect among diverse 
communities. 

Conclusion 

The exploration of ecumenical and interfaith perspectives on the fulfillment 
of the covenant in Christ reveals the breadth of understanding within 
Christianity and the potential for dialogue with other faith traditions. By 
engaging with these diverse perspectives, communities of faith can deepen 
their understanding of their own beliefs, appreciate the richness of others' 
traditions, and work together towards common goals rooted in the values 
and promises of the covenant. 
 
 
Conclusion 

This paper has sought to explore the profound theological narrative that 
positions Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant, 
highlighting the continuity and development of God's salvific plan from the 
promises made to Abraham through to their culmination in Christ. Through 
an examination of biblical texts, theological interpretations, and the 
implications for ecclesiology, Jewish-Christian relations, and contemporary 
theological challenges, we have endeavored to articulate a nuanced 
understanding of how Christ's life, death, and resurrection serve as the 
pivotal moment in the realization of the covenant's promises. 
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Key Findings and Arguments 

1. Christ as the Fulfillment: The New Testament presents Christ as the 
fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant, extending the covenant's 
blessings to all nations through faith in Him. This fulfillment is not a 
negation of the promises to Israel but their expansion and 
completion. 

2. The Church's Role: As the spiritual descendants of Abraham, the 
church is called to embody the inclusive and universal scope of the 
covenant's blessings, tasked with proclaiming the gospel to all 
nations and living out the implications of this covenantal identity in a 
way that reflects the kingdom of God. 

3. Jewish-Christian Dialogue: The Christocentric fulfillment of the 
covenant poses challenges and opportunities for Jewish-Christian 
relations, necessitating respectful engagement with Jewish 
interpretations and expectations of the covenant's promises. This 
dialogue is essential for overcoming historical tensions and fostering 
mutual understanding. 

4. Contemporary Theological Challenges: Contemporary theology 
grapples with the issues of supersessionism and the inclusivity of 
God's promises. Striking a balance between affirming Christ's 
fulfillment and respecting the ongoing identity and role of the Jewish 
people within God's covenantal narrative remains a critical task. 

5. Ecumenical and Interfaith Perspectives: Different Christian 
traditions offer diverse perspectives on the fulfillment of the covenant 
in Christ, enriching the theological discourse. Interfaith dialogue, 
particularly between Jewish and Christian communities, plays a crucial 
role in deepening understanding and fostering respect among 
different faith traditions. 

Reflections on Significance 

The affirmation of Christ as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic Covenant 
carries profound significance for Christian faith and practice. It challenges 
believers to view the story of salvation as a continuous narrative that spans 
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from Abraham to Christ and beyond, inviting all into a covenantal 
relationship based on faith. This perspective encourages Christians to live 
out the implications of the covenant in ways that reflect God's love, justice, 
and mercy to the world, embodying the promise of blessing to all nations. 

Call for Ongoing Exploration and Dialogue 

The exploration of the Abrahamic Covenant's fulfillment in Christ invites 
ongoing theological reflection and dialogue. This includes wrestling with 
the complexities of supersessionism, engaging in respectful and meaningful 
Jewish-Christian dialogue, and considering the diverse interpretations 
within the Christian tradition itself. Such dialogue and exploration are vital 
for a vibrant faith that appreciates the depth of God's redemptive work and 
seeks to live out its implications in a pluralistic world. 

In conclusion, recognizing Christ as the fulfillment of the Abrahamic 
Covenant enriches our understanding of the biblical narrative, deepens our 
faith, and challenges us to be agents of God's blessing to all peoples. As we 
continue to navigate the theological, ecclesiological, and interfaith 
dimensions of this fulfillment, may we do so with humility, respect, and a 
commitment to embodying the inclusive love of God revealed in Jesus 
Christ. 
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