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In April 2024, the Catholic Church's Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith 
released "Dignitas Infinita," a pivotal declaration reaffirming the church's 
teachings on human dignity. This document delves into various 
contemporary issues, including the sanctity of life, the nature of marriage 
and family, the challenges posed by technological advancements, and the 
imperative of social justice. Given the profound impact of these teachings 
on both the faithful and broader society, it becomes essential to examine 
"Dignitas Infinita" through the lens of biblical scripture, which has long 
served as the foundation for the Church's moral and ethical guidance. This 
paper aims to conduct a comparative analysis between "Dignitas Infinita" 
and the teachings found in the Bible, exploring areas of resonance and 
divergence. Through this analysis, we seek to illuminate how the 
Declaration both draws from and contributes to the ongoing dialogue 
between religious teachings and the ethical challenges of our time, 
emphasizing the role of scripture in shaping our understanding of human 
dignity and rights. 
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Introduction 

In April 2024, the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith issued "Dignitas 
Infinita," a significant declaration that elucidates the Catholic Church's 
understanding of human dignity within the framework of Christian 
anthropology. The document engages deeply with various contemporary 
issues, articulating the Church's stance on the sanctity of life, the nature of 
marriage and family, the challenges of technology, and the imperative of 
social justice, among other topics. Through "Dignitas Infinita," the Church 
seeks to reaffirm the inestimable value of human life, grounded in the belief 
that every person is created in the image and likeness of God. 

The examination of "Dignitas Infinita" in the light of biblical teachings is of 
paramount importance. Scripture offers a foundational perspective on 
human dignity, providing insights that have shaped Christian thought and 
practice for millennia. By comparing and contrasting the Declaration with 
relevant Bible verses, we can explore how contemporary Church teachings 
align with, expand upon, or interpret the biblical text. This analysis is 
particularly valuable in understanding the continuity and development of 
Christian ethical perspectives in response to modern challenges. 

The purpose of this paper is to undertake a nuanced comparison between 
the themes and positions of "Dignitas Infinita" and the teachings found in 
the Bible. By referencing specific Bible verses from the New International 
Version (NIV), we aim to illuminate the scriptural underpinnings of the 
Declaration's assertions and to examine areas of convergence and 
divergence. Maintaining a neutral stance, this analysis seeks to contribute 
to a richer understanding of the dialogue between sacred scripture and 
contemporary Church doctrine, highlighting the relevance of biblical 
principles to ongoing discussions about human dignity and ethics in the 
modern world. 
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Human Dignity in Christian Anthropology and the Bible 

Overview of Human Dignity as Presented in "Dignitas Infinita" 

"Dignitas Infinita" underscores the Catholic Church's belief in the innate and 
inviolable dignity of every human being, rooted in the conviction that all 
persons are created in the image and likeness of God. This foundational 
concept is pivotal to Christian anthropology, which posits that human 
dignity is not contingent upon any external condition or achievement but is 
an inherent attribute bestowed by God at the moment of creation. The 
Declaration articulates this view as central to understanding the value of 
human life, guiding principles of morality, and the ethical treatment of all 
individuals, irrespective of their status, condition, or phase of life. 

Comparative Analysis with Biblical Teachings on Human Dignity 

The biblical foundation for the concept of human dignity as articulated in 
"Dignitas Infinita" can be traced back to Genesis 1:26-27, which states, 
"Then God said, 'Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the 
livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move 
along the ground.' So God created mankind in his own image, in the image 
of God he created them; male and female he created them." This passage 
underscores the unique status of human beings among all of God's 
creation, endowed with a divine likeness that confers upon them a special 
dignity and stewardship over the earth. 

Psalm 8:4-5 further reflects on human dignity, pondering, "What is mankind 
that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them? You 
have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory 
and honor." This poetic meditation highlights the paradoxical nature of 
human dignity—though seemingly insignificant in the vastness of creation, 
humans are bestowed with honor and a near-divine status, emphasizing 
their value in God's eyes. 



4 
 

Discussion on the Implications of Being Created in the Image of God 

Being created in the image of God has profound implications for 
understanding human dignity. It suggests that every person reflects aspects 
of God's own being, such as rationality, the capacity for relationship, and 
moral agency. This shared likeness forms the basis for the universal and 
equal dignity of all individuals, demanding respect and ethical treatment. 

Moreover, the concept of imago Dei (the image of God) as described in 
both "Dignitas Infinita" and the Bible serves as a foundation for the 
principles of love, justice, and the common good that underpin Christian 
ethics. It challenges believers to see the face of God in others, especially the 
marginalized and vulnerable, and to act in ways that uphold and protect 
their dignity. 

In comparing "Dignitas Infinita" with biblical teachings, it becomes evident 
that the Declaration's emphasis on human dignity is deeply rooted in 
Scripture. The recognition of each person's creation in the image of God 
serves not only as a theological affirmation but also as a moral imperative, 
guiding Christians in their interactions with others and their engagement 
with contemporary ethical challenges. This scriptural basis reinforces the 
call to treat all individuals with the dignity and respect befitting their status 
as bearers of the divine image. 

 

The Sanctity of Life 

The Declaration's Stance on the Sanctity of Life 

"Dignitas Infinita" firmly upholds the Catholic Church's doctrine on the 
sanctity of life, asserting that every human life—from conception to natural 
death—is sacred and possesses inherent dignity. This principle underlies 
the Declaration's strong opposition to practices such as abortion and 
euthanasia, which are viewed as direct violations of the inviolable right to 
life granted by God. The document articulates a vision of society in which 
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all lives, especially the most vulnerable and dependent, are protected and 
valued, emphasizing the moral responsibility to care for others and uphold 
their dignity in all circumstances. 

Relevant Bible Verses 

The biblical foundation for the Declaration's position on the sanctity of life 
can be found in passages such as Psalm 139:13-16, which reads, "For you 
created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I 
praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are 
wonderful, I know that full well. My frame was not hidden from you when I 
was made in the secret place, when I was woven together in the depths of 
the earth. Your eyes saw my unformed body; all the days ordained for me 
were written in your book before one of them came to be." This psalm 
reflects a deep acknowledgment of God's intimate involvement in the 
creation of each individual, affirming the value and intentionality behind 
every human life. 

Similarly, Jeremiah 1:5 highlights the sanctity of life with the words, "Before 
I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; 
I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." This verse underscores the 
belief that God's knowledge and plans for an individual precede their birth, 
reinforcing the idea that every life has purpose and worth from its very 
inception. 

Exploration of Biblical Teachings on the Value and Sanctity of Life 

Biblical teachings consistently affirm the value and sanctity of life, 
presenting it as a gift from God to be cherished and protected. The 
emphasis on God's active role in the creation and ordination of each life 
serves as a powerful argument against the termination of life through 
abortion or euthanasia. These passages suggest that human beings, being 
made in the image of God and known by God even before birth, possess an 
intrinsic dignity that demands respect and protection. 
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Moreover, the Bible's teachings on the sanctity of life are intertwined with 
the commandment to love one's neighbor and to act as stewards of God's 
creation. Christians are called to show compassion, care for the weak and 
vulnerable, and uphold the dignity of all individuals as reflections of God's 
creative will. 

In aligning with these biblical teachings, "Dignitas Infinita" reaffirms the 
Church's commitment to the protection of life at all stages, advocating for a 
culture that respects and celebrates life as a divine gift. The exploration of 
the sanctity of life through the lens of Scripture and Church doctrine 
highlights a shared conviction about the profound worth of every human 
being, challenging individuals and societies to recognize and honor this 
fundamental truth in their laws, policies, and practices. 

 

The Nature of Marriage and Family 

"Dignitas Infinita's" Views on Marriage and Family 

In "Dignitas Infinita," the Dicastery for the Doctrine of the Faith presents a 
comprehensive view of marriage and family rooted in traditional Christian 
values. The document emphasizes marriage as a sacred union between one 
man and one woman, designed by God not only for mutual companionship 
and love but also for the procreation and upbringing of children. According 
to the Declaration, the family, founded upon the marriage covenant, 
constitutes the fundamental unit of society—a domestic church where faith, 
love, and moral virtues are nurtured. "Dignitas Infinita" underscores the vital 
role of the family in the development of individuals and the preservation of 
societal and spiritual values, advocating for policies and practices that 
support and strengthen family life. 

Biblical Perspectives on Marriage and Family 

The biblical basis for the views expressed in "Dignitas Infinita" can be 
explored through passages such as Ephesians 5:22-33 and Genesis 2:24. 
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Ephesians 5:22-33 elaborates on the relationship between husbands and 
wives, drawing parallels between the marital bond and the relationship 
between Christ and the Church. This passage emphasizes mutual love, 
respect, and submission within the marriage, portraying it as a profound 
mystery reflective of divine love. 

Genesis 2:24 states, "That is why a man leaves his father and mother and is 
united to his wife, and they become one flesh." This verse establishes the 
foundational principle of marriage as a divinely instituted union, intended 
for lifelong companionship and unity. It highlights the unique bond 
between husband and wife, setting the stage for the establishment of 
families that form the building blocks of society. 

Examination of the Role of Family as Outlined in the Scriptures 

The Scriptures provide a rich tapestry of teachings on the nature and 
significance of family, portraying it as an institution ordained by God for the 
welfare of its members and the broader community. The family is depicted 
as a sphere where individuals learn about love, faithfulness, responsibility, 
and social virtues. It serves as the primary environment for the transmission 
of faith and moral values from one generation to the next. 

Biblical narratives often emphasize the protective, nurturing, and instructive 
roles of the family. For example, Proverbs 22:6 advises, "Start children off on 
the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from 
it." This proverb underscores the responsibility of parents to guide and 
educate their children in a manner that prepares them for a righteous life. 

Furthermore, the concept of the family in the Bible extends beyond 
biological ties to encompass a wider community of faith. The early Christian 
communities are described as functioning like families, where members 
cared for one another, shared resources, and supported the vulnerable 
among them. This broader understanding of family reflects the inclusivity 
and communal responsibility central to Christian discipleship. 



8 
 

In conclusion, both "Dignitas Infinita" and the Scriptures present marriage 
and family as sacred, foundational elements of human society, entrusted 
with significant responsibilities for nurturing and guiding their members. 
These teachings emphasize the importance of upholding the sanctity of 
marriage and supporting the welfare and integrity of families as essential to 
the flourishing of individuals and communities alike. 

 

Suffering, Compassion, and End-of-Life Issues 

The Declaration's Views on Suffering, Euthanasia, and Assisted Suicide 

"Dignitas Infinita" addresses the profound issues of suffering, euthanasia, 
and assisted suicide with a clear stance rooted in the Catholic Church's 
moral and ethical teachings. The document firmly opposes euthanasia and 
assisted suicide, framing them as violations of the sanctity of life principle 
that underpins Christian anthropology. It advocates for the provision of 
palliative care and support for the sick and dying, emphasizing the 
importance of accompanying individuals through their suffering with 
compassion and dignity. The Declaration views suffering not as something 
to be eliminated at all costs, but as a dimension of the human condition 
that can lead to deeper solidarity, spiritual growth, and an enhanced 
appreciation for the value of life. 

Comparison with Bible Verses on Suffering and Compassion 

The biblical perspective on suffering and compassion provides a rich 
context for understanding the positions outlined in "Dignitas Infinita." 
Matthew 25:34-40 conveys Jesus' teachings on the judgment of the nations, 
highlighting acts of compassion towards the hungry, thirsty, stranger, 
naked, sick, and imprisoned as being done to Christ himself. This passage 
underscores the Christian duty to care for those who are suffering, viewing 
acts of mercy and compassion as integral to living out one's faith. 
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Psalm 34:18 offers comfort in stating, "The Lord is close to the 
brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit." This verse 
reflects the compassionate nature of God towards those who are suffering, 
reinforcing the idea that God does not abandon His people in their times of 
need but is intimately present with them, offering solace and strength. 

Biblical Insights on End-of-Life Care and the Christian Response to Suffering 

The Bible, while not addressing end-of-life care in the modern sense, 
provides guiding principles that inform a Christian approach to suffering 
and the care of those who are nearing the end of life. The emphasis on 
compassion, mercy, and the inherent dignity of every person, regardless of 
their health or circumstances, serves as a foundation for a Christian ethic of 
care. This includes a commitment to alleviate suffering where possible, to 
offer comfort and support to the dying, and to respect the sacredness of 
life until its natural end. 

Moreover, the Christian response to suffering is characterized by hope and 
the promise of resurrection. Romans 8:18, for example, speaks to the future 
glory that awaits believers, suggesting that present sufferings are not worth 
comparing with the glory that will be revealed. This eschatological 
perspective provides comfort and hope to those facing death, framing 
earthly suffering within the larger narrative of salvation and eternal life. 

In light of these biblical teachings, the positions articulated in "Dignitas 
Infinita" on euthanasia, assisted suicide, and the care of the suffering are 
deeply connected to the broader Christian call to exercise compassion, 
uphold the dignity of every person, and trust in God's presence and 
promise. The Christian community is challenged to engage with suffering 
not by seeking to prematurely end life but by offering presence, care, and 
hope that affirm the value of every moment of life, even in its final stages. 
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Gender Identity and Sexual Morality 

Analysis of "Dignitas Infinita's" Perspective on Gender Identity and Sexual 
Morality 

"Dignitas Infinita" articulates the Catholic Church's teachings on gender 
identity and sexual morality, emphasizing the sanctity of the marital bond 
as a union between one man and one woman. The Declaration posits that 
gender is a gift from God, intrinsic to an individual's nature as male or 
female, and foundational to understanding human identity and 
relationships. This perspective is grounded in the belief that sexual 
difference and complementarity are part of God's creative design, intended 
for the mutual fulfillment of individuals within the covenant of marriage 
and for the procreation of children. The document expresses concern over 
contemporary views on gender fluidity and the redefinition of sexual 
norms, arguing that such views can lead to confusion and undermine the 
traditional understanding of family and human sexuality. 

Comparative Discussion with Bible Verses Related to Gender and Sexual 
Morality 

The biblical narrative begins with the creation of humanity in God's image, 
as recounted in Genesis 1:27: "So God created mankind in his own image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and female he created them." This 
verse underscores the inherent dignity of every person while highlighting 
the binary distinction of male and female as part of the divine order. The 
complementarity of the sexes is presented not merely as a biological reality 
but as a reflection of God's own nature and a means through which 
humans can fulfill their calling to stewardship and procreation. 

In Matthew 19:4-6, Jesus reinforces the Genesis account of creation and the 
sanctity of marriage, stating, "Haven't you read," he replied, "that at the 
beginning the Creator 'made them male and female,' and said, 'For this 
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh'? So they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
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Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate." This passage 
reiterates the permanence and exclusivity of the marital union, grounded in 
the created order and blessed by God. 

The Biblical Concept of Sexual Morality and Its Implications 

The Bible presents sexual morality as integral to the covenant relationship 
between individuals and God, with sexual relations reserved for the context 
of marriage. This view is rooted in the broader biblical teachings on 
holiness, love, and fidelity, which are meant to guide all human 
relationships. Sexual morality, according to Scripture, involves not only 
adherence to certain behaviors but also the cultivation of virtues such as 
self-control, integrity, and respect for the dignity of others. 

The implications of these biblical principles are manifold. They challenge 
believers to consider their own lives and relationships in light of God's 
design and to engage with contemporary issues of gender and sexuality 
with compassion, truth, and a commitment to the teachings of Scripture. 
While recognizing the complexities and sensitivities of these issues, the 
biblical concept of sexual morality calls for a reaffirmation of the sanctity of 
marriage, the gift of gender, and the pursuit of holiness in all aspects of life. 

In comparing "Dignitas Infinita's" perspectives with biblical teachings, it is 
evident that the Declaration seeks to uphold traditional Christian views on 
gender identity and sexual morality, grounded in the creation narratives 
and the teachings of Jesus. The challenge for the Church in contemporary 
society is to articulate these teachings in ways that are both faithful to 
Scripture and responsive to the pastoral needs of individuals navigating 
complex questions of identity and relationship. 

 

 

 



12 
 

The Role of Technology and Social Media 

"Dignitas Infinita's" Critique of Digital Violence and the Negative Impacts of 
Technology 

"Dignitas Infinita" addresses the challenges posed by the rapid 
advancement of digital technology and the pervasive influence of social 
media on modern life. The document expresses concern over digital 
violence, including cyberbullying, online harassment, and the spread of 
misinformation, which can have detrimental effects on individuals' dignity 
and well-being. It warns against the dehumanizing aspects of technology 
that can lead to isolation, addiction, and the erosion of genuine human 
connections. The Declaration calls for a more responsible use of 
technology, emphasizing the need for digital spaces to respect human 
dignity and foster authentic relationships and community. 

Reflections on the Use of Technology and Communication Through a Biblical 
Lens 

The Bible, while written long before the advent of digital technology, offers 
timeless wisdom on communication that can be applied to our digital age. 
James 3:5-10 warns of the power of the tongue to both bless and curse, a 
principle that can extend to the words we type and share online: "Likewise, 
the tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider 
what a great forest is set on fire by a small spark. The tongue also is a fire, a 
world of evil among the parts of the body." This passage highlights the 
profound impact our words can have on others, underscoring the 
responsibility that comes with the ability to communicate, especially in a 
digital context where words can be rapidly disseminated and amplified. 

Discussion on the Christian Approach to Digital Technology and Social Media 

A Christian approach to digital technology and social media involves 
navigating these platforms with intentionality and ethical consideration, 
reflecting the values of love, respect, and community inherent in the 
Gospel. Christians are called to be lights in the digital world, using 
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technology to build up rather than tear down, to encourage rather than 
discourage, and to spread truth rather than falsehood. 

This involves discernment in how we engage online, recognizing the 
potential for both positive and negative impacts on ourselves and others. It 
means advocating for the respectful and constructive use of digital 
platforms, promoting content that uplifts and educates, and being mindful 
of the personal and communal effects of our digital footprint. Moreover, 
Christians are encouraged to use digital technology in ways that enhance 
rather than replace face-to-face relationships, ensuring that technology 
serves as a tool for genuine human connection rather than an obstacle to it. 

In light of "Dignitas Infinita's" critique and the biblical perspective on 
communication, the Christian approach to technology and social media 
calls for a balanced and ethical engagement with digital spaces. It 
challenges individuals and communities to reflect on their digital practices, 
seeking ways to use technology that align with Christian values and 
contribute to the flourishing of individuals and society. This approach 
recognizes the potential of technology to serve the common good, while 
also being vigilant against its risks and negative impacts. 

 

The Call to Social Justice and Care for the Poor 

The Declaration's Emphasis on Social Justice and Care for the Poor 

"Dignitas Infinita" strongly advocates for social justice and the imperative to 
care for the poor and marginalized. It emphasizes that the dignity of the 
human person extends to all aspects of society, demanding a commitment 
to rectify inequalities and to ensure that every individual has access to basic 
human needs and the opportunity to live a life of dignity. The document 
calls for a preferential option for the poor, urging individuals and 
institutions to prioritize the welfare of those who are most vulnerable as a 
reflection of the Gospel's teachings. This perspective aligns with the 
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Catholic Church's longstanding tradition of social teaching, which highlights 
the moral responsibility to support the marginalized and to work towards a 
more just and equitable society. 

Bible Verses that Mirror This Call 

The biblical basis for this emphasis on social justice and care for the poor is 
vividly illustrated in passages such as Matthew 25:31-46, where Jesus 
speaks of the Final Judgment and identifies himself with the hungry, the 
thirsty, the stranger, the naked, the sick, and the prisoner. He declares that 
whatever is done for the least of these brothers and sisters is done for Him, 
thereby establishing care for the vulnerable as a key criterion of righteous 
living and discipleship. 

Proverbs 31:8-9 further reinforces this call to justice, advising, "Speak up for 
those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy." These verses underscore the responsibility of the faithful to 
advocate for the voiceless and to seek justice for the oppressed, 
emphasizing the role of advocacy and righteousness in the life of believers. 

Exploring the Biblical Mandate for Justice and Care for the Marginalized 

The Bible consistently presents care for the poor and pursuit of justice not 
as optional acts of charity but as integral elements of faithful living. This 
biblical mandate challenges believers to examine the structures of society 
and their own actions to ensure they reflect God's justice and mercy. It calls 
for a compassionate response to the needs of the marginalized, urging 
Christians to be agents of change who strive to alleviate suffering and 
address the root causes of poverty and injustice. 

This commitment to social justice and care for the poor is rooted in the 
understanding that every person is created in the image of God and, 
therefore, possesses inherent worth and dignity. The biblical narrative, from 
the laws protecting the widow, the orphan, and the stranger in the Old 
Testament to Jesus' ministry to the marginalized in the New Testament, 
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presents a vision of a community that upholds the dignity of all its 
members, especially those at the margins. 

In alignment with "Dignitas Infinita," the biblical call to social justice and 
care for the poor invites the Christian community to live out its faith 
through concrete actions that reflect God's love and justice in the world. 
This involves not only individual acts of mercy and generosity but also 
collective efforts to build societies that respect the dignity of every person 
and provide for their physical, social, and spiritual needs. The Declaration 
and Scripture together underscore the critical importance of this mission, 
inspiring believers to commit themselves anew to the service of justice and 
the care of the poor. 

 

Conclusion 

 
The comparative analysis between "Dignitas Infinita" and the Bible has 
illuminated a profound resonance between contemporary Catholic doctrine 
and ancient biblical teachings, particularly in their shared emphasis on the 
sanctity of human life, the sacred nature of marriage and family, the 
imperative of social justice, and the ethical use of technology. Both sources 
uphold the inherent dignity of the human person, created in the image of 
God, as the foundational principle guiding moral and ethical decision-
making. 

The exploration of these texts reveals significant congruencies in their 
approaches to pressing ethical issues, demonstrating how "Dignitas Infinita" 
is deeply rooted in scriptural teachings. The Declaration's positions on the 
sanctity of life, the nature of marriage, the moral implications of 
technology, and the call to care for the poor and marginalized echo the 
biblical call to love, justice, and mercy. These alignments affirm the Catholic 
Church's commitment to applying the timeless wisdom of Scripture to 
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contemporary challenges, ensuring that its moral teachings remain relevant 
and responsive to the needs of today's world. 

However, this analysis also acknowledges areas of complexity and potential 
divergence in interpreting and applying biblical teachings to modern ethical 
dilemmas. The evolving societal understanding of gender identity, sexual 
morality, and end-of-life issues, for instance, presents challenges that 
require careful theological reflection and pastoral sensitivity. These areas 
highlight the importance of ongoing dialogue between religious teachings 
and contemporary ethical challenges, underscoring the need for a Church 
that listens, discerns, and responds with compassion to the complexities of 
human experience. 

The significance of this dialogue cannot be overstated. In a world marked 
by rapid social and technological changes, the role of Scripture in informing 
and guiding discussions on human dignity and rights remains 
indispensable. "Dignitas Infinita" serves as a testament to the Catholic 
Church's engagement with these discussions, offering a perspective that is 
both anchored in tradition and attuned to the signs of the times. 

As the Church and society continue to grapple with these ethical 
challenges, the comparative analysis between "Dignitas Infinita" and the 
Bible highlights the essential role of faith in shaping our understanding of 
human dignity and directing our actions towards the common good. It calls 
for a renewed commitment to the principles of justice, love, and respect for 
all persons, inviting believers and non-believers alike to reflect on the 
profound implications of being made in the image of God. In this light, 
"Dignitas Infinita" stands not only as a declaration of principles but also as 
an invitation to dialogue, reflection, and action in pursuit of a more just and 
compassionate world.  
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