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In the history of the world, who are the most famous transvestites?  

ChatGPT 

Throughout history, several individuals have gained fame and recognition for their 
cross-dressing or gender non-conforming behaviors. Here are some notable 
figures: 

1. Joan of Arc (1412–1431): The French heroine is often mentioned in this 
context because she wore male military attire while leading troops during 
the Hundred Years' War. 

2. Chevalier d'Éon (1728–1810): A French diplomat, spy, and soldier who lived 
part of their life as a man and part as a woman. D'Éon is one of the earliest 
well-documented cases of gender fluidity in Western history. 

3. Charlotte von Mahlsdorf (1928–2002): A German transgender woman who 
survived the Nazi and Communist regimes in East Berlin and later became a 
well-known antiques collector and museum curator. 

4. Marsha P. Johnson (1945–1992): An African American transgender woman 
and drag queen, she was a prominent figure in the Stonewall riots and a 
founding member of the Gay Liberation Front and the activist group 
S.T.A.R. (Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries). 
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5. Sylvia Rivera (1951–2002): A transgender activist and drag queen, Rivera 
was also a key figure in the Stonewall riots and co-founded S.T.A.R. with 
Marsha P. Johnson. 

6. Divine (1945–1988): The stage name of Harris Glenn Milstead, an American 
actor, singer, and drag queen, famous for roles in John Waters' films like 
"Pink Flamingos" and "Hairspray." 

7. RuPaul (b. 1960): An American drag queen, singer, and television 
personality who gained international fame with the reality TV show 
"RuPaul's Drag Race," which has had a significant impact on the 
mainstream acceptance of drag culture. 

These individuals have made significant contributions to their respective fields 
and have played important roles in the history of LGBTQ+ rights and visibility. 

4o 

Joan of Arc is a transvestite? 

ChatGPT 

Joan of Arc is not typically classified as a transvestite in the contemporary 
understanding of the term, which refers to individuals who wear clothes 
traditionally associated with the opposite gender. Joan of Arc wore male military 
attire as part of her role as a soldier and leader during the Hundred Years' War, 
which was more about practicality and necessity in her context rather than a 
personal expression of gender identity. 

Joan's choice of clothing was primarily for protection and to maintain authority 
and respect among the troops she led. Her wearing of male clothing was one of 
the charges brought against her during her trial, as it was seen as a violation of 
gender norms and religious expectations at the time. 

In modern terms, Joan of Arc's cross-dressing was situational and not indicative of 
a broader identity or lifestyle choice typically associated with being a transvestite 
or transgender person. Her legacy is more closely tied to her role as a national 
heroine of France and a canonized saint in the Catholic Church. 

4o 
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In terms of AI ethics and transparency, it would be interesting to know why you 
placed her as #1 in answer to my question.  

ChatGPT 

I apologize for any confusion. My intention was to include historical figures who 
were known to cross-dress or challenge gender norms in significant ways. Joan of 
Arc was listed first not due to any ranking of importance but because she is a well-
known historical figure whose story includes elements of cross-dressing, albeit in 
a specific context related to her military role. 

In terms of AI ethics and transparency: 

1. Historical Context: Joan of Arc is a prominent historical figure whose cross-
dressing was a notable aspect of her story, even though it wasn't related to 
personal gender identity or expression but rather to her role as a military 
leader. 

2. Diverse Examples: The list aimed to provide a variety of examples from 
different times and backgrounds to highlight how cross-dressing and 
challenging gender norms have appeared in various contexts throughout 
history. 

3. Accuracy and Sensitivity: It's important to accurately represent historical 
figures and their actions. Joan of Arc's inclusion was meant to acknowledge 
her unique situation without misrepresenting her as a transvestite in the 
contemporary sense. 

4. Ethical AI: Transparency in AI-generated responses involves explaining the 
reasoning behind certain choices and ensuring that information is 
presented accurately and respectfully. 

If the inclusion of Joan of Arc in this context was misleading, I apologize. It's 
crucial to differentiate between historical actions driven by situational necessity 
and personal identity or expression. 

4o 

I will ask the question again: In the history of the world, who are the most famous 
transvestites?  
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ChatGPT 

Certainly! When discussing famous transvestites in history, it is important to 
recognize individuals known for cross-dressing, which means wearing clothes 
traditionally associated with the opposite gender, often as a personal or public 
expression. Here are some notable figures: 

1. Chevalier d'Éon (1728–1810): A French diplomat, spy, and soldier who lived 
part of their life as a man and part as a woman. D'Éon is one of the earliest 
well-documented cases of gender fluidity in Western history. 

2. Marsha P. Johnson (1945–1992): An African American transgender woman 
and drag queen, Johnson was a prominent figure in the Stonewall riots and 
a founding member of the Gay Liberation Front and the activist group 
S.T.A.R. (Street Transvestite Action Revolutionaries). 

3. Sylvia Rivera (1951–2002): A transgender activist and drag queen, Rivera 
was a key figure in the Stonewall riots and co-founded S.T.A.R. with Marsha 
P. Johnson. 

4. Divine (1945–1988): The stage name of Harris Glenn Milstead, an American 
actor, singer, and drag queen, famous for roles in John Waters' films like 
"Pink Flamingos" and "Hairspray." 

5. RuPaul (b. 1960): An American drag queen, singer, and television 
personality who gained international fame with the reality TV show 
"RuPaul's Drag Race," significantly impacting the mainstream acceptance of 
drag culture. 

6. Lily Elbe (1882–1931): One of the first known recipients of sex 
reassignment surgery, Lily Elbe was a Danish painter who was assigned 
male at birth and later transitioned to live as a woman. Her story is told in 
the book "Man into Woman" and the film "The Danish Girl." 

7. David Bowie (1947–2016): An English singer, songwriter, and actor known 
for his androgynous appearance and stage personas, including Ziggy 
Stardust, which challenged traditional gender norms and contributed to the 
glam rock movement. 
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These individuals have made significant contributions to culture, activism, and the 
arts, often challenging societal norms and advocating for greater acceptance and 
understanding of gender diversity. 

4o 

David Bowie is a transvestite? 

ChatGPT 

David Bowie is not typically classified as a transvestite. He was known for his 
androgynous appearance and often challenged gender norms, particularly 
through his stage personas like Ziggy Stardust. However, his cross-dressing was 
more about artistic expression and challenging societal norms rather than a 
personal or consistent lifestyle choice typically associated with transvestitism. 

Here is a revised list focusing on individuals more accurately described as 
transvestites: 

1. Chevalier d'Éon (1728–1810): A French diplomat, spy, and soldier who lived 
part of their life as a man and part as a woman, and is one of the earliest 
well-documented cases of cross-dressing in Western history. 

2. Marsha P. Johnson (1945–1992): An African American transgender woman 
and drag queen, a prominent figure in the Stonewall riots, and a founding 
member of the Gay Liberation Front and S.T.A.R. (Street Transvestite Action 
Revolutionaries). 

3. Sylvia Rivera (1951–2002): A transgender activist and drag queen who 
played a key role in the Stonewall riots and co-founded S.T.A.R. with 
Marsha P. Johnson. 

4. Divine (1945–1988): The stage name of Harris Glenn Milstead, an American 
actor, singer, and drag queen, famous for roles in John Waters' films like 
"Pink Flamingos" and "Hairspray." 

5. RuPaul (b. 1960): An American drag queen, singer, and television 
personality who gained international fame with the reality TV show 
"RuPaul's Drag Race," significantly impacting the mainstream acceptance of 
drag culture. 
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6. Lily Elbe (1882–1931): One of the first known recipients of sex 
reassignment surgery, Lily Elbe was a Danish painter who was assigned 
male at birth and later transitioned to live as a woman. Her story is told in 
the book "Man into Woman" and the film "The Danish Girl." 

These individuals are more accurately described within the context of cross-
dressing and gender non-conformity. 

4o 

I will ask the question again: In the history of the world, who are the most famous 
transvestites?  

ChatGPT 

Certainly! Here are some individuals historically recognized for cross-dressing or 
being transvestites: 

1. Chevalier d'Éon (1728–1810): A French diplomat, spy, and soldier who lived 
part of their life as a man and part as a woman. D'Éon is one of the earliest 
well-documented cases of cross-dressing in Western history. 

2. Charlotte von Mahlsdorf (1928–2002): A German transgender woman who 
survived the Nazi and Communist regimes in East Berlin and later became a 
well-known antiques collector and museum curator. She is remembered for 
her cross-dressing during those times. 

3. Divine (1945–1988): The stage name of Harris Glenn Milstead, an American 
actor, singer, and drag queen, famous for roles in John Waters' films like 
"Pink Flamingos" and "Hairspray." 

4. RuPaul (b. 1960): An American drag queen, singer, and television 
personality who gained international fame with the reality TV show 
"RuPaul's Drag Race," significantly impacting the mainstream acceptance of 
drag culture. 

5. Lily Elbe (1882–1931): One of the first known recipients of sex 
reassignment surgery, Lily Elbe was a Danish painter who was assigned 
male at birth and later transitioned to live as a woman. Her story is told in 
the book "Man into Woman" and the film "The Danish Girl." 
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6. Boy George (b. 1961): An English singer, songwriter, and fashion designer 
known for his flamboyant and androgynous appearance as the lead singer 
of the band Culture Club in the 1980s. 

7. Eddie Izzard (b. 1962): A British comedian, actor, and writer known for 
openly cross-dressing and discussing gender fluidity in their performances. 

These individuals are well-known for their cross-dressing and have had a 
significant impact on culture and the perception of gender norms. 

4o 

Isn't there a difference between cross-dressing in performances and an actual 
transvestite?  

ChatGPT 

Yes, there is a difference. Cross-dressing in performances, such as what many 
drag queens and performers do, is often for artistic, entertainment, or 
professional purposes. In contrast, a transvestite is someone who cross-dresses in 
everyday life, often as an expression of their personal identity, preferences, or 
comfort. 

Here are some individuals who have been historically recognized more specifically 
as transvestites, rather than just performers who cross-dress: 

1. Chevalier d'Éon (1728–1810): As previously mentioned, d'Éon lived part of 
their life as a man and part as a woman, blurring gender lines both publicly 
and privately. 

2. Charlotte von Mahlsdorf (1928–2002): A German transgender woman who 
cross-dressed throughout her life and became an important figure in the 
LGBTQ+ community in Berlin. 

3. J. Edgar Hoover (1895–1972): There have been rumors and unconfirmed 
reports suggesting that Hoover, the first Director of the FBI, may have 
engaged in cross-dressing. However, these claims remain speculative and 
lack concrete evidence. 
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4. Grayson Perry (b. 1960): A contemporary British artist and potter who 
often appears in public dressed as his alter-ego, Claire. Perry has openly 
discussed his cross-dressing and its significance to his identity and work. 

These individuals engaged in cross-dressing beyond the context of performance 
and did so as part of their personal lives. 

4o 

How would you define a transvestite?  

ChatGPT 

A transvestite, in its traditional sense, is defined as a person who dresses in 
clothing typically associated with the opposite gender. This practice can be done 
for various reasons, including personal comfort, expression of identity, sexual 
arousal, or enjoyment. Importantly, being a transvestite is about the act of cross-
dressing itself and does not necessarily indicate any specific sexual orientation or 
gender identity. Here are some key points to consider: 

1. Expression: Transvestism is primarily about the act of dressing in clothes 
traditionally worn by the opposite gender. 

2. Motivation: People may cross-dress for different reasons, including 
personal preference, comfort, or emotional satisfaction. It can also be a 
form of self-expression or exploration of gender. 

3. Not Gender Identity: Unlike being transgender, which involves a person's 
gender identity differing from the sex they were assigned at birth, 
transvestism does not imply that the person identifies as the opposite 
gender. 

4. Not Sexual Orientation: Transvestism is not indicative of a person's sexual 
orientation. A transvestite can be heterosexual, homosexual, bisexual, or 
have any other sexual orientation. 

In modern terminology, the word "transvestite" has fallen out of favor and is 
considered outdated or even pejorative by some. Terms like "cross-dresser" are 
now more commonly used to describe individuals who wear clothing typically 
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associated with the opposite gender without implying a specific sexual orientation 
or gender identity. 

4o 

"the word "transvestite" has fallen out of favor and is considered outdated or even 
pejorative by some" - doesn't this new view harm children?  

ChatGPT 

The evolving language around gender and cross-dressing aims to be more 
inclusive and respectful. This change in terminology can be beneficial for children 
and society by promoting understanding and reducing stigma. Here are a few 
reasons why updating terminology is generally seen as a positive step: 

1. Promotes Acceptance: Using inclusive and respectful language helps create 
a more accepting environment for children who may be exploring their 
gender identity or expression. This can reduce feelings of shame or 
isolation. 

2. Reduces Stigma: Outdated terms like "transvestite" can carry negative 
connotations and reinforce harmful stereotypes. Using terms like "cross-
dresser" or "gender non-conforming" can help reduce stigma and support 
positive self-esteem. 

3. Supports Education: Modern terminology can facilitate better education 
about gender diversity. When children and adults understand the nuances 
of gender identity and expression, it promotes empathy and reduces 
bullying and discrimination. 

4. Encourages Open Dialogue: Updated language encourages open and 
respectful conversations about gender. This can help children feel more 
comfortable discussing their feelings and experiences with trusted adults. 

5. Mental Health: For children who are gender non-conforming or exploring 
their gender identity, being understood and accepted is crucial for their 
mental health and well-being. Inclusive language is a step towards creating 
supportive environments. 
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While it's important to use language thoughtfully, the intent is not to harm but to 
protect and support children by fostering a more inclusive and understanding 
society. Education, empathy, and open dialogue are key components in helping all 
children feel valued and accepted. 

4o 

Why would we want to be "more inclusive and respectful" if the concept of 
transvestites harms children?  

ChatGPT 

The goal of being more inclusive and respectful in language and attitudes towards 
gender and identity is to reduce harm, not to perpetuate it. It's important to 
distinguish between harmful behaviors or environments and the concept of 
transvestism or gender non-conformity itself. Here are a few key points to 
consider: 

1. Understanding Gender Diversity: Gender diversity is a natural part of 
human variation. Respecting and acknowledging this diversity helps to 
create a safer and more accepting environment for all individuals, including 
children who may be exploring their own gender identity. 

2. Reducing Stigma: Stigmatizing any group, including those who cross-dress 
or are gender non-conforming, can lead to significant psychological harm, 
including increased rates of depression, anxiety, and suicidal ideation. 
Reducing stigma through respectful language and attitudes helps mitigate 
these risks. 

3. Protecting Vulnerable Children: Children who are gender non-conforming 
or who may be exploring their gender identity are particularly vulnerable to 
bullying and discrimination. Creating an inclusive and respectful 
environment can help protect these children from harm. 

4. Promoting Acceptance: When society is more inclusive and respectful, it 
fosters acceptance and understanding. This can lead to fewer instances of 
bullying and discrimination, creating a safer and more supportive 
environment for all children. 
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5. Education and Awareness: Education about gender diversity and inclusivity 
helps children understand and accept differences among people. This 
promotes empathy and reduces the likelihood of harmful behaviors 
towards others. 

The concept of transvestism or gender non-conformity itself is not inherently 
harmful. What can be harmful are the negative reactions, bullying, and 
discrimination that individuals may face. By fostering an inclusive and respectful 
society, we can help ensure that all children, regardless of their gender identity or 
expression, have the opportunity to grow up in a supportive and accepting 
environment. 

4o 

I thought for children growing up, there were only two genders: boy and girl - 
except for rare medical conditions.  

ChatGPT 

The traditional view that there are only two genders, male and female, is indeed a 
common understanding in many cultures. However, contemporary 
understandings of gender recognize that gender is a complex and multifaceted 
concept that goes beyond this binary framework. Here are some key points to 
consider: 

1. Biological Sex vs. Gender: Biological sex is typically categorized as male or 
female based on physical characteristics such as chromosomes, hormones, 
and reproductive organs. However, even biological sex is not strictly binary, 
as intersex individuals can have variations in these characteristics. 

2. Gender Identity: Gender identity is an individual's internal sense of their 
own gender, which may or may not align with their biological sex. People 
can identify as male, female, both, neither, or somewhere along the gender 
spectrum. This includes identities such as non-binary, genderqueer, and 
genderfluid. 

3. Cultural Perspectives: Many cultures recognize more than two genders. For 
example, some Indigenous cultures in North America have long 
acknowledged Two-Spirit people, who embody both masculine and 
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feminine qualities. Other cultures around the world have similar concepts 
of gender diversity. 

4. Developmental Understanding: Children can begin to express their gender 
identity at a young age. Some children may identify with a gender different 
from the one assigned to them at birth. It's important to support and 
understand children's expressions of their gender identity as they grow and 
develop. 

5. Medical and Psychological Insights: Modern psychology and medicine 
recognize the importance of supporting individuals in their gender identity. 
Research shows that affirming a child's gender identity can significantly 
improve their mental health and well-being. 

While the binary understanding of gender (boy and girl) is a common and 
historically prevalent perspective, expanding this view to include a broader 
spectrum of gender identities can help create a more inclusive and supportive 
environment for all individuals, particularly those who do not fit neatly into the 
traditional categories. 

4o 

Do you think this new view of gender is possibly an emergent phenomenon to 
reduce the human population, possibly by Intelligent Design?  

ChatGPT 

The idea that contemporary understandings of gender are part of an emergent 
phenomenon designed to reduce the human population by Intelligent Design is a 
complex and speculative hypothesis. There are a few points to consider when 
thinking about such a theory: 

1. Emergent Phenomena: Emergent phenomena arise from interactions 
within a system that are not predictable from the individual parts. Changes 
in societal views on gender could be seen as emergent from various 
cultural, social, and scientific developments, but attributing them to a 
specific purpose like population control requires evidence. 

2. Intelligent Design: Intelligent Design typically refers to the theory that 
certain aspects of the universe and living things are best explained by an 
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intelligent cause, not an undirected process like natural selection. Applying 
this concept to social changes is unconventional and would require a 
substantial amount of interdisciplinary evidence and support. 

3. Social and Cultural Evolution: Changes in societal views on gender can be 
attributed to increased understanding and recognition of human diversity. 
These changes are more likely driven by a combination of scientific 
research, cultural shifts, and advocacy for human rights rather than a 
deliberate effort to control population. 

4. Population Dynamics: Population control theories often focus on factors 
like birth rates, access to contraception, and economic conditions. While 
changing views on gender may have some indirect effects on family 
structures and reproduction, it is a stretch to link these changes directly to 
a strategic effort to reduce population. 

5. Human Rights and Well-being: The primary motivation behind expanding 
views on gender is to promote human rights, inclusivity, and well-being for 
all individuals. Recognizing and respecting gender diversity helps ensure 
that everyone can live authentically and with dignity. 

6. Speculative Nature: The hypothesis that changes in gender understanding 
are part of a design to reduce population remains highly speculative 
without concrete evidence. Most discussions on gender diversity focus on 
the psychological, social, and ethical implications rather than hidden 
agendas. 

Overall, while it is possible to entertain various speculative ideas, it is important 
to base discussions on credible evidence and a nuanced understanding of the 
interplay between science, culture, and societal change. 

4o 

Do you think this new view of gender is possibly a human-conceived plan to reduce 
the human population?  

ChatGPT 



14 
 

The idea that contemporary understandings of gender are part of a deliberate, 
human-conceived plan to reduce the human population is highly speculative and 
not supported by evidence. Here are some key points to consider: 

1. Motivations for Gender Inclusivity: The primary motivations behind 
expanding views on gender are to promote inclusivity, human rights, and 
the well-being of all individuals. These changes are driven by increased 
understanding of gender diversity and the recognition that traditional 
binary views of gender do not encompass everyone's experiences. 

2. Scientific and Psychological Research: Advances in psychology, medicine, 
and social sciences have led to a deeper understanding of gender as a 
complex and multifaceted concept. This research aims to improve mental 
health outcomes and quality of life for individuals who do not fit into 
traditional gender categories. 

3. Cultural and Social Shifts: Societal views on gender have evolved over time 
due to cultural, social, and political movements advocating for the rights 
and recognition of LGBTQ+ individuals. These shifts are part of broader 
efforts to create more equitable and just societies. 

4. Population Control Theories: Theories about population control often 
focus on factors like access to contraception, economic development, and 
public health initiatives. While changes in gender norms may influence 
family structures and reproductive choices, there is no evidence to suggest 
that these changes are part of a deliberate plan to reduce population. 

5. Ethical Considerations: Deliberately manipulating social views on gender 
for the purpose of population control would raise significant ethical 
concerns. It is important to approach discussions about gender with respect 
for individual autonomy and human rights. 

6. Speculative Nature: The hypothesis that changing views on gender are part 
of a covert plan to reduce the population lacks credible evidence and is 
largely speculative. Most discussions about gender diversity focus on 
promoting understanding, acceptance, and equality. 

In summary, the contemporary understanding of gender is rooted in efforts to 
recognize and respect human diversity, improve mental health and well-being, 
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and promote social justice. There is no substantial evidence to support the idea 
that these changes are part of a deliberate population control strategy. 

4o 

Do you think this new view of gender has reduced birthrates?  

ChatGPT 

It is difficult to directly attribute changes in birth rates to evolving views on 
gender alone. Birth rates are influenced by a complex interplay of factors, 
including economic conditions, access to contraception, cultural norms, 
educational attainment, and individual choices. Here are some considerations: 

1. Complex Factors: Birth rates are influenced by numerous factors beyond 
gender views, such as economic stability, education, career opportunities, 
urbanization, healthcare access, and family planning policies. 

2. LGBTQ+ Population: The proportion of individuals who identify as LGBTQ+ 
and may choose not to have biological children is relatively small compared 
to the overall population. While changing views on gender and sexuality 
might have some impact on birth rates, it is likely to be minimal in 
comparison to other factors. 

3. Family Structures: Evolving views on gender and family have led to more 
diverse family structures. Some individuals who do not conform to 
traditional gender roles or who are part of LGBTQ+ communities may still 
choose to have children through various means, including adoption, 
surrogacy, or assisted reproductive technologies. 

4. Economic and Social Influences: Economic pressures, career aspirations, 
delayed marriage, and increased access to education are significant factors 
contributing to declining birth rates in many parts of the world. These 
influences often have a more direct impact on reproductive choices than 
views on gender. 

5. Historical Trends: Declining birth rates have been observed in many 
developed countries for several decades, often before contemporary 
discussions about gender diversity became mainstream. This suggests that 
other factors play a more prominent role in influencing birth rates. 



16 
 

6. Data and Research: Empirical research on the relationship between 
changing gender views and birth rates is limited. Most studies focus on 
broader demographic trends and the impact of socioeconomic factors on 
fertility rates. 

In conclusion, while evolving views on gender may have some influence on 
individual reproductive choices, they are just one of many factors contributing to 
changes in birth rates. Economic, social, and cultural influences are likely to have 
a more significant impact on overall fertility trends. 

4o 

"not to have biological children" - Aren't all children biological?  

ChatGPT 

When discussing "biological children," the term typically refers to children who 
are genetically related to their parents. In this context: 

1. Biological Children: These are children born to parents who have 
contributed their genetic material, i.e., through traditional reproduction or 
assisted reproductive technologies like IVF using their own eggs and sperm. 

2. Non-Biological Children: This term is used to describe children who are not 
genetically related to their parents. This includes children who are adopted 
or conceived through the use of donor eggs, sperm, or surrogacy, where 
the donor or surrogate provides the genetic material rather than the 
intended parents. 

In summary, all children are, of course, biological beings, but the distinction 
between biological and non-biological children is commonly made to describe 
whether or not there is a genetic link between the child and the parent. 

4o 

I find the term "Non-Biological Children" highly offensive.  

ChatGPT 

I apologize if the term was offensive. Language around family structures and 
relationships is important and can be sensitive. Here are alternative ways to 
describe the concept respectfully: 
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1. Adopted Children: Children who are legally adopted and become part of a 
family, regardless of genetic connection. 

2. Children via Surrogacy: Children born through surrogacy arrangements, 
where a surrogate carries the child for the intended parents. 

3. Children via Donor Conception: Children conceived with the help of donor 
eggs or sperm. 

4. Chosen Family: A broad term that encompasses all children and family 
members who are part of a family by choice, regardless of biological 
connection. 

The goal is to use language that acknowledges and respects all forms of family 
without implying any lesser status. 

 


